TYNWALD COURT.

s

DOUGLAS, TUESDAY,

)

MARCH 7, 1922,

Present: The Lieut.-Governor. In the
Council: The Lord Bishop, Deemsters Cal-
low and LaMothe, the Attorney-General,
the Receiver-Genera!, Messrs J. R, Ker-
ruish, R. B. Quilk, J. L. Goldie-Taubman,
W. C. Southward, and Jos. Cunuingham.
1n the Keys: The Speaker (Mr G. T.
Clucas), Messrs L. Callister, F. 8. Dal-
gleish, G. B. Kermode, E. J. Curphey, J.
D. Clucas, Daniel Teare, Richard Cain, W,
Kermeen, G. Preston, C. Gill, T. G,
Bridson, J. R. Corrin, A. Qualtrough, W,
Moove, C, R. Shimmm, A, H. Teare, 3.

Norris, R. C. Caiu, Alfred Teare, G.
Maddrell, and J. I}, Qualtrough.
Mr B E. Bargeaunt (Government

Secretary), and Mr R. . Gelling (Clerk
to Tynwald), attended.

WAR CONTRIDBUTTONS AND INCOME
TAX (APPROPRIATION) ACT, 1922,
His Excellency the Lieut.-Governor an-

nounced, in accordance with the terms of

section 2 of the Acts of Tynwald (JBmer
gency Promulgation) Act, 1916, that the

Royal Assent was given on 6th February,

1922, to the War Contribution and In-

come Tax (Appropriaiion) Act, 1922,
The Bill was signed by the Govarnor and

the Speaker, and hecame law,

BILLS SIGNED.

The following Bills were sigmed :(—
The Highways (Closing Ovder) Bill.
The Qaths Bill,

The Payment of Members’
Bill.

The Workmen’s Compensation Bill.

The Cattle Breeding Bill.

The Old Age Pengions and National
Health Insurance (Treasurer’s Ex-
penses) Bill.

The Manx Museum,
Art Gallery Bill,

The Judicature Amendment Bill,

The Criminal Code Amendment Bill,

The Petty Sessions and Snmmary
Jurisdiction Amendment Bil}.

2xpenses

Library, and

|

SUMMER TIME.

The Governor made the following state-
ment . —

His BExcellency said: The Court may per-
haps recollect that, on the 12th July, 1921,
I made a statement on the subject of the
Summer Time RBill, 1921, then before the
Imperial Parliament, which Bill was in-
tended to cxtend to the Isle of Man and
the Channe! lslands, and which provided
for the fixing of summer time each year by
an Ordes of his Majesty in Couucil.  The
1921 Bill has appavently not heen pro-
cecded with, ns it is the intention of his
Majesty’s Government to introduce a new
Bill embodying an agreement arrived at
by a conference of representatives of the
British, French, and Belgian Governments,
that the summer-time period should be
fixed under the Bill, and shounld comnence
on the night of the last Saturday in March,
or the Just Saturday but one in March when
tho last Saturday is the day preceding
Faster Day, and end on the night of the
first Saturday in October., This Bl will
extend to the Isle of Man.

ISLE OF MAN HARBCURS AND THE
BRITISH COVERNMENT.

The Governor said: I have to make the
following statement to the Court regardin
expendibures on the harlowrs of the Is]andg.
The Court wil be aware that it voted,
from the Isle of AMan Accumulated Fund,
expenditure amounting to £42.500, for
certain harhour improvements, as follows :

Tive thousand pouwnds fnr carrying
out the deepening of the inner herth
or the south side of Victoria Pier,
Douglas; .

Five thousand pounds for erecting a
crane on the Victoria Pier Douglas,
to focilitste ths handling of lupgage,
ete.

Ore thovsaad povrnds for removing
snnd between the lled Picr and the
Victoria Pier, at Douglas;

Thirty-one *housand, hve hundrad
pounds for repairing and rebuildiug
the Quay wall, at Ransey,

War Contributions and Income Tax {Apprapriation) Act, 1922.—Dils Signed.—
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I have reccived a communication from
H.M. Government, intimating that they
are withholding, for the time being, ap-
proval to the above expenditure, because
they understand that additional expendi-
ture, involving a considerable sum of
money, is contemplated in connection with
the harbours of the Island. H.M. Gov-
erument intimate that thoy would not offer
any objection to o well-considered scheme
for carrying out necessary Improvemends
in the harbours of the lsland, but they
feel that the subject show!d be considered
as o whole, and that the advice of the ex-
pert advisers of H.M. Government should
he obtained. The Court will bhe aware
that, on the agenda for to-day, there is
due for consideration the proposal of the
Iste of Man Harbour Commissieners in
counection witll the Red Pler extension,
at Douglas. As soon as the result of the
debate on this proposal iz known. 1 will
communicate such decision to .M. Gov-
ernment, so that they can refer the whoke
subject nf the harbour provision in the
Tsland, and the improvewments reouired,
to their expert advisers.

The Spealeer: May 1 ask whether it 13
quite clear that the reason for not passing
these votes is solely because they want ex-
pert adviee on technical matters, and that
Lhere is no question raised as to our power
to vote the money?

The Govermor: I think that is quite
clear. They wish to take expert advice,
There was some guestion raised as to the
strength of the erane on the Pier. and as
to whether the dredging will not wenken
the structure of the i‘ier, and they wonld
like to have the best expert advice on the
guestion.

CASTLETOWN OCHAPLAINCY,

Mr DBridson asked his Hxcellency the
Lient.-Governur:—

(1} The date of appointment under segtion

4 of the Government Chaplaincies Acts,
1921, of tho Rev. B, H. Leatham Locke
to the chaplainey of 8t. Mary’s, Cnstle-
town? -

{2) The date of his resignation?

{3) In the event of the Rev. E. H, Leatham
Locke not having been appointed im
accordance with seotion 4 of the above
Act, whether the Bishop of Sodor ana
Man may appoint any other person
until the Act has been amended?

The Governor: In reply to the first part
of the question, I have to state that the
Lord Bishop of the Diocese informs me that
the Rev, M, H. Leatham Locke hus not
been appointed to the living of Castletown,

the parish not yet having been formed.
The second part of the guestion does not,
therefore, arise. The Rev. 1. H. Leatham
Locke, having been offered, and having ac-
cepted for health reasons, the living of
Kirk Patrick, in preference to the care of
the porish aboub to be formed at Castle-
town, T am advised that it is competent
for the Lord Bishop of the Diocese to make
such appointment to the Parish of Castle-
wown, when formed, as he may please.

THE BXECUTIVE COUNCH, AND
- JUDGES.

Mr Norrig asked the Governor:—

Whereas, by ciause 4 of the “Decisions” of
His Majesty’s Government on the recommen.
dations contained in the Report of the Home
Oftice Departmental Committee, and Ilaid
before Tyanwald on 17th July, 1913, it ie
provided “That no judge shall be » member
of an executive committee or board of Tyn-
wald,” to aslt his BExcellency the Lieutenant-
Governor whether the IDecmsters are now
treated ns members of the Bxecutive Council
of this Ieland, and, if so0, whether this is mot
contrary to the above decisions of His
Majesty's Government?

The Governor: The Deemsters are still
members of the Executive Counal. The
Council beirg nrither an Executive Com-
niittee nor a Board of Tynwald, T do not see
that the retention of the Deemsters in the
Exccutive Council conflicts in any way with
the decision given by his Majesty’s Govern-
ment that Deemsters should not serve on
Ex:aé:ut.ive Committees or Boards of Tyn-'
waid,

POLICE PAY,

My Norris asked his Excelleney the
Tiaent.-Governar :

The number, pay, and other emoluments
and deductions (if any) from such pay «f a
small sounty police force in England, and
the spme information for the ordinary police
forces of Jersey and Guerncey.

The Governor said: In an Fuglish
county force with an cstablishment of 127,
the chief constable has a minimum salary
of £600 and a maximaum of £800. The
commencing pay of the six superintendents
is £400, with o maximum of £460. The
five Inspectors commence at £310, rising
by £10 per annum to £350. There are
13 sergeants with & minimum pay of £5
per week, rising to £5 12s 6d per week,
and 102 constables with initial pay of £3

Castletown Chaplainey.—The Executive Council and Judges.—Police Pay.
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10s per week, rising to £4 10s per week.
From the pay above specified a deduction
of 24 per cent. is made towards super-
annuation in respect of all ranks. As re-
gards allowances, the Chief Constahle re-
ceives a travelling ullowance of £150 per
annum, and the Deputy Chief Constable
receives an allowance of £40 for acting as
such. The Chief Constable receives a rent
aid slowance of £100. Those Superin-
tendents, Inspectors, Sergeants, and Con-
stables who do not cccupy Government
quarters, have the rent, rates, and taxes
on the house paid for them. Good con-
duct, proficiency, and long serviee allow-
ances are given at the samc rates as at
present operating, for the Tsle of Man
Constabulary. Bieycle allowance s
granted at the rate of 4d per howr, with
a maximum of 3s per day. Boot allow-
ance is at the rate of 25 per week. There
is no provision for medical service. The
Police Force for the Island of Guernscy
numbers 30. The pay of the Chief
Officer s £406 per annum, There are
five sergeants with pay commencing at
555 6d per week, and rising to 60s Gd per
wiweek, and 24 consables, with pay com-
mencing at 45s 6d per week, rising to
50s 6d per week. Tach officer is allowed
one pair of boots annually, with a weekly
allowance of ls. Sergeants are allowed
2d per hour when actually riding a
bicyele, which they must provide, and
constables 13d. Tn the Island of Jersey,
in addition to some forty members of the
Honorary Citizen Police, there are 20
paid officers. The senior sergeant is paid
£3 8s weekly, the junior sergeant £3 3s
weekly, and the constable £2 18 weekly,
with an allowance of 2s 6d per child for
the third and additional children until
they attain the age of 16. Each officer is

provided with one pair of bools per
annum.
Mr Norris: Can your Excellency say

whether the ‘rent allowance' paid to the
police foree in England is also paid to
single men?

The Governor: My information is that
the rent is pard if a tan is in lodgings.
I cannot, however, say whether single
men are paid. I would require notice of
that.

Mr Norris: Perhaps your Excellency
will take notice, and I will raise it at the
next Court. I see that 2§ per cent. is
deducted in England towards the super-
annustion allowance. Can your Excel-

lency say why there is no dedurtion in the
Tsle of Man towards superannuation?

The Governor: There has been no deduc-
icns in the past in the Island,

Mr Nowris:© My question wns—1s there
any particular reason why no deductions
have been made for superannuation sinee
the Manx Force were placed cn the Fng-
lish sca'e of pay? Does vour xeelleney
require further notice of that?

The Governor: I suppose, in the past, no
deductions were made because the pay was
so very much lower than m England.

Mr Norris: That is not the case now.
I3 it true that the Manxz pay is inore than
that paid to the Mcetropolitan Police?

The Governor: I am not aware that
there ic any difference hetween the Metro-
politan police and the countzy police. If
the hon. memher will give nuilice of the
question, 1 will be pleased to provide the
NECessAry RNSWAL.

Mr J. . Qualtrough: Will your Excel-
lency inform the Conrs whether you ara
dealing with the question?

The Goavernor: You will see hy the
agenda that & question on the subject has
already heen asked.

INCOME TAX YIELD.

Mr Nomis asked his Ixcellency the
Lieut.-Governor:

If he will state for the last completed year
for which the information is available, the
gross amount or percentages of the total
yearly yield of income tax received from:-—

{1) Farming;

(2) Employment and salaries:

(3) Professions;

(4] Trades, industries, &c.;

(5) Unearned incomes.

The Governor: I regret 1 am not in a
position to give the precise information
asked for by the hon. member. Income tax
will be collected in the year 1921-22 on the
following aggregate sums:—(1) Trades, in-
dustries (including farming and shipping),
£1,237,193; (2) professious and salaries,
wages amd remuneration of employees,
£366,212; (3) unearned mcomes, £350,932
—total, £1,953,337.

RECORD OF MANX CHARITIES.
Mr Norris asked his Excellency the
Licut.-Governor:

If he will request the Attorney-General to
prépare and lay hefore Tynwald a suceinect
record, in pamphlet form, of all Manx publio

Record of Manx Charities.— Yiecld of Income Tax.



TYNWALD COURT,

MARCH 7, 1999 491

charitable bequests, showing the amounts at
preosent available, and where held and how
invested?

The Governor: In reply to the lon.
member, I have to state that the Attorney-
General is not at present in a position 1o
issue the document asked for. A hook was
published, some sixty years ago, specifying
the Manx charities of that time. Since
that date, 2. Commission has investigatedl
the educational charities, - and  these
charities were denlt with by the Education
Act, 1920. Since the date of the publica-
tion of the hook I have referred to, the
charities in respeet of poor relief have been
dealt with by the Poor Relief Acts, and
the incomes made payable to the Guar-
dians. There are, of course, a number of
charities not administerced by public hodies,
which do not fall within either of the two
clagses I have specified.  The Attorney-
General informs me that he has no inform-
ation in his office as to such charities, and
very considerable local inquiries would
have to he made to cnable them tn be as-
certained. T propose inteoducing into a
Bill which is in course of preparatlion as n
result of the report of the Poor Taw Com-
mission, a clause making it compulsory for
tlie trustees of all public charities to make
a return of the charity, and te file in the
Rolls Office an audited acecounb, every
year, of their receipts nnd dishursements.
From this information, the Attornéy-Gen-
eral could keep in close touch with the
working of such charities.

SHOP HOURS ACT AND AUTOMATIC
MACHINIES,

Mr Norris asked his Txcellency the
Livutenar t-Glo vernor i —

Whether it is & fact that automatic
machines were used last year on Sundays for
the sale of goods which shons were prohibited
from selling; and, if so, what steps (if any)
are proposed to be taken to put shops and
machines on tho same basis?

the Governor: The reply io the Arst
part of the question is in the affirmative.
ha latter part of the question involves the
determination of a guestion of law which
has not yet been adjudicated upon by the
Insnlar Courts. The advice of the Attor-
ney-Genera! has been taken on the subject,
and the police will act in conformity with
it.

Mr Norris: Do I understand, your Ex-
cellency, that these machines were allowad
to trade the whole of last season in pre-

cisely the samne business as shops which had
to bo closed, and that no prosecution was
taken? Perhaps your lxecllency can say
the reason why there was no prosecution. I
am given to ubderstand that the reason
there was no prosecution was that the low
permitted them to go on  If that is so, it
shows the uccessity for the amendment of
our Act. Huave we to wait until ancther
season before the police can take action ?

The Goveinur - The mnadter has now been
raised. I don’t suppose before that, many
people thought of raising it; but, now tha
it has been raised, it will be decided.

Mr Norris: May T presume that the
matter will be decided early, before the
coming summer ?

The Governor: As early as possible.

Mr Norris: May I thank your Excel-
lency for the manner in which the questions
have becu answered P

RAMSEY QUAY WALL.

Mr A. H. Teare asked the Recciver-
General :
) What is the cause of the delay in proceed.
mg]]':.'ith the work of repairing Ramsey quay
WiLll?

The Receiver-General: His Fxcellency
has made a statement with regard to this
and the other harhour works,

COST OF LIVING AND POLICE PAY.

Mr A. H. Teare asked his Excellency the
Lient.-Governor:

H, in view of the decreased cost of living,
he will appoint a select Commission to
inquire into, and adviee his Excellency as to
what, if any, reductions can be expected in
the pay of the Insular Police, and in the
salaries paid in any Insular Qovernment
Department or Board?

The Governor: In reply to tho lion.
member for Ramsey, I have to state that
I have appointed a departmental com-
mittce, consisting of the Government
Secretary and Treasurer as chairman; Mr
H. M. Rodgers, M.B.E., and Mr Thomas
Nesbitt, as members, to inquire into the
present administration, pay, and allow-
ances of the Isle of Man Constabulary,
and to report what economies, if any, can
he effected. As to the latter part of the
question, the war augmentations to the
pay of Civil servants serving in the Gov-
ernment. Departments are automatically
falling in conseguence of the operation of
the War Bonus Scheme; and the same

Shop Hours Act and Automatic Machines. —Ramsey Quay Wall.—Cost of Living and
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observation applics in the case of the
officers serving under those hoards of Tyn-
wald which have adopted the Civit Service
Bonus Scheme,

Mr Norris: T see that a Departmental
Committee has been appointed of Govern-

. ment Office officials, Wil' thesr report he

" inid before this Conrt.?

The Governor: The matier is a question
which deals with the Reserved Services. The
- Departmental Committee is 11 collect in-
formeation which it will be wv.cessary for

- me to see before 1 can say what cconomics
can he eflceted. T will, no doubt, make a
statement to the Court, alter which, f de-
sired, members ran express their opinions.

Mr Norris: Because it is a Reserved
Service, is not this Conrt enlitied to in-

~formation? T understand that the in-
quiries are for the information of your Bx-
cellency, in the first instance; but, surely,
this Court will be consulted before von
come to a decision?

_ The Governor: The Conrt can have tlie
information after 1 have received the re-
port.

. Mr Norris: Are we o huve the informa-
tion after your MExcellency's sdewsion has
been come to, or hefore?

The Governor: The whole thing is deal-
ing with an important question of the Re-
served Gervices., I must make a decision
in the matter as far as lies within my in-

- telligence. T will lay that decision hefore
the Court, and the Court can express their
views on it.

Mr Norris: Because it is a2 Reserved
"Service, I submit, very earnestly, is no
* reason why wo should not consider the
. matter, and” why information should not
" be laid before the Court, before your Fx-

cellency comes to a decision. Because it 18
& Reserved Service, has this Court nothing
to do but pay the expenses?

. Mr J. D. Clueas: Does your Excellency
think that employees of the Iunsular Gov-
ernment nre the best people to inguire into

. the salarics paid to other employees of the
Insular Government ?

The Gavernor: The appointient of the
Committee is simply to collect facts and
getails for my information. When 1 am
able to get that information, I will inform
the Court what my views aro upon them,
* and you can express your opinion on them.

Mr Alfred Teare: Will the Court be in

a position to disapprove of your Excel-
lency’s views, 01 must we simply approve?

The Governor : There is the ordinary pra-
cedure in this Cowrt  If the Court has
different views to mine, they can express
them in a declaratory resolution.

Mr Norris; Before your Excellency
comes to a decision ?

The Governor: The final decision on this
rests with others than myself. Any ad-
vice 1 can get from the Court can be sub-
mitted to the higher anthority concerned.

Mr Norris: 1 respecifully request that
your Jixcellency, before coming to a de-
ciston, shionld hear this Court's opinian,

The Governor: The lion. member looks
at things with that rather curions, bat
usual, Manx suspicion.

The Receiver-General: Tt would be a
preat velicf to members of the Court if
we had your assurance that you intended
using the Geddes’ axc.

The Governor: That culs many ways.

Mr Alfred eare: Tt is only cutting cne
way at present.

VICTORIA PIER.—DELEPENING OT
BERTH. —ERIECTION 0F CRANE,

Capt. Maddrell askedl the Clmirman of
the Harhour Board

If he will state the reason for the defay in
carrying out these works for which sums of
£5.000 respectively were voted by Tyuwald on
the Bth November last?

Capt. Maddrell said. This question has
been answered in the statement made by
yonr Xxcellency as to the harbours of the
Island; but the berth on the south side
of the Viectoria Pier is really in a danger-
ous condition, and no delay should oceur
in seeing to it.

The Receiver-General: 1 may inform the
Court that the Harhowr Board have ad-
vanced as far with that work as it iy pos-
sible to go with the money provided. We
had an intimation that the votes were mnot
approved, and we cannot go further.

Mr Richard Cain: Dol nn‘derst.zmd that
they refuse to sanchion this berth?

The Receiver-General: All votes are
held up. ' '

Ar J. D. Clucas: Arising out of this—
might 1 ask —our Excellency to intimate to
the authovities mlerested that this crane
should be dealt with at once? It is not

Victoria Pier.—Deepening of Berth. —Erection of Crane.
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a large amount, and the ohject in getting
the crane is to teet an ohiection raised
by the people promoting the motor races.

.The Governor: There was snme guestion
raised by the Home Ofhce as to the
strength of tho crane. That was one of
the things ou which they require expert
advice.

Mr J. D, Clueas. In the meantine, twn
or three months must elapse, and the main
reason for the crane witl have passed.

‘“The Governor: I presume that the
crane was lot only menut for the motoriss,
but for the general public.

M J. D. Clueas: T agree. But the motor
races was bhe principal reasun.

The Attorney-General: Tf that was so,
it was camouflaged very well.

The Governor: The matorists may, or
may wob, come to the Island again, 1%
way for the better handling of pussengors’
luggage.

My J. D. Clucas: T amn not advoeating
the question of the mator races; but it
was pointed out in this Conrt that this
ecrane woas to deal more effectively with
the motor cars and cycles. 1t was one of
the conditions of the motorists coming
here.

Mr A. H. Teare: Will your Excellency
tell me or some other member to sulmit
o resolution on the subject?

The Governor: I don’t see any prospeci
of getting anything dove hefore the motor
FALES,

The Receiver-General: 1 do not think
that any resolution of the Court would
help us. If the Treasury or the Ilome
Office anthoritics have the power and the
right to have a say in this work, the Har-
hour Poard and that anthority can settle
the matter, and u resolution of Tynwald
would uot help. It is not setiled Fet,
and tho Boardl are in communication with
the authorities.

Mr Richard Cain: Do 1 umderstan
that the Harbour Commissioners are in
contact with the Home Office?

The Recziver-General: Yes,
our Government Office,

The matter dropped.

through

QUESTION RE THE TOTICE.
Mr Alf, J. Teare asked his Excellency
the Lieut-Governor if he is aware of
the action of the police in two recent in-

~assent has not been received,

stamess where persons were detained for
several huu_rs,. without any charge being
preferred against them, and without any
not:ﬁcatmn to relatives as to their de-
tention.  Under what Act, it any, are
the police empowered to do sof

The Governor: As the hon. member
does not specify the tiwo cases to which
be refers, I am unable to say that T am
familiar with their circumstances. 1
undersiand, however, that it is n com-
mon practice for the police, where a per-
son is suspected of orirne, to request such
person to go to the Police Station for in-
terrogation, which procedure is sometimes
satisfactory to a wrongfully suspected
person.  Thers is no question of detain-
ing a person by restraind in such cases,
as a charge has not dotually been pre-
ferrad against him.

Mr Alf. J. Teare: Should a person not
b informed, and not asked to go to the
Tolice Station? Surely it is not open to.
the police to take anybody in that way!

Mr Curphey: Was this done?

Mr Alf. J. Teare: I undenstand that a
man was working, and, in front of all
his comgpranions, he wns askedd to go 1o
the Police Station. He was kept there
for about five howrs, and his wife was
locking all over the town for him. Ii is
most 1niguitous.

The Governor: I1f Mr Teare will give
details of individual cases, we will make
further inguiries.

DELAY IN THE HOTUSING SCHIFME,

Mr AlW. ). Teare: In view of the
Jelay 1 providing housing accommulation,
will his lixcellency immediately introduce
legislation extending the Rent Restriction
Act beyond May, 1923, iu order to prevent
wholesule evictions aune to lack of pro-
vision ?

The Governor: Tn reply to the hon.
nember for Snuth Douglas, 1 have to state
that the conduct of the Housing Scheme
for the town of Douglas is in the hands
of the Donglas Town Council. So far as
the lsland Government is concerned, two
Bills were passed—one for enabling that
portion of the Hills House property owned
hy the Government Property Trustees to
be transferred s o gift to the Douglas Car.
poration, and the other to provide for
fatAlicuni assisbance from the Government
towards the scheme.  Both the Bille re-
ferreil Lo were duly tronemitted for the
Royal Assent; but up to the present such
No doubt

Question ro the Police.—Delay of the Housing Scheme,
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the Douglas Corporation are waiting until
these bwo Bills have been promulgated be-
fore procoeding with their scheme. As to
the latter porlion of the lon. member's
question, I 'am not in a position to give a
reply at present.

Mr Alf. J. Teare: Can your Excellency
give us any idea as to why the delay has
occurred? There are other Bills hers,
which have been signed to-day. and which
have recetved the Roynl Assent.

The Governor: I have no idea.

RAMSEY HARBOUR—QUAY WALL.

Mr Alf. J. Teare asked hiz lixuellency
the reason for the delay in proceeding
with the wrgent harbour repair at Ram-
sey, for which a vote of £31,500 was
made by Tynwald on the 22nd November
last, He continued: I shoull like to
ask who will be responsivle Jor any
damage. When this was passed by iho
Typarald Courf, reasons were argad thit
a werious arcident might bappen to ship-
ping and to the sewsrs of Ramsey on
the quay-side, and so on. Who would be
responsible for any damage?

The Governor: I am afraid I conld not
answer that. If a case came on, it would
be tried, and decided by law.

The Recciver-General: The
Board are not respomsible.

Harbour

INTEREST OX TRADE DERTS DU TO
GERMANY.

Mr A, J. Teare asked his Excellency :—

What is the position of Manx iraders in
regard to 5 per cent. interest mnow claimed
through the English Government in respeot
of debts due te German firms at the outbreak
of the war?

The Governor: I have to inform the hon.
member, in reply to his question, that “he
five per cent., per annum, interest referred
to, is payable on pre-war debts due by Bn-
tish subjects to German nationmals, in ac-
cordance with clanse 22 of the Annex to
Article 296, of Section 1IL, of the Treaty of
Puace, which section iz “embodied in tne
schedule to the Treaty of Peace Order,
1919. The intercst at five per cent. 1s pay-
able toegether with the amount of the debt
to the Clearing House set up by the Im-
perial Government, and interest at a simi-
1ar rate is payable on debts due by German
Nationals to British subjects collected Ly
the Clearing Mouse set up by the German
Government.

Mr AMN. J. Teare: I understand Bills
have heen presented to local traders

Mr J. D. Clucas: On a point of order,
the hon. member should not try to elab-
orate his question,

RE-VALUING THE ISLAND.
The Governor: There is a guestion by

Mr Daniel Teare, which was omitted
from the agenda.
Mr Daniel Teare: T beg to ask the

Speaker, as Chairman of the Assessment
Board, the dates on which the various
districts of the Island were last valuned.

The Speaker: All towns and village
districts were re-valued in 1915, and
again in 1919. Bride was re-valued in
1913, Jurby in 1917, Andress in 1917,
and Onchan in 1918 The Board, in
their report in 1920, said that, in view
of the fact that much valuable time
would be taken up in valuing, they de-
cided, in owrder to speed matters up, not
to limit themselves to one parish, but to
take certain ceses in every parish, and

that has beem done since. They take
the moraz valuable laml in  several
parishes instead of taking each parish
gerintum.

Mr Daniel Teare: T take it that some
parishes have been paying on the in-
creased valuation for a number of years,
while some have been paying on the old
valuption ?

The Speaker: It must follow that, un-
less we re-value every patrish in the same
yoar, some parishes must be on the old
return., The present system, I think, is
the besh. You cannot get all the parishes
valued in one year.

Mr Richard Cain: T would like to ask
is it right that we should be working
under two systems? In one case—An-
dreas—you could go over every irch of
the ground, and then go to the other
parishes, and gather information from
different farms. and, sceing that the edu-
cation rate is doubled, and the highway
rate doubled, they are paying consider-
ably increased rates to what they ars
paying in the adjoining parishes,

The Speaker: 1 dom’t admit that,
When we re-valus a parish, the best
land is re-valued, and what 15 left ia

inferior land. I can assure the hon.
member that, since 1920, In every parish
all the beat land has beon re-valued.

Ramsey Harbour-—Quay Wall.—TIutercst on Trade Debts Due to Germany,—
’ Re-valuing the T¢and. i
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Ts 1 a fact that
that were re-

Mr J. D. Clucas:
there are many places
valued at the c¢nd of the nincties, and
have ncver been re-valucd since? Fur-
thermore, -the great bulk of the lind in
the parishes, outsde the individual par-
ishes mentioned. have not been re-valued
since the valuation in the sixties.

The Attoney-General: In the sixties?

Mr J. D. Clucas: Yes, in the sixties—
the original valuation.

The Speaker: I should not like to an-
swer that without nodice, All the other
parishes wére valued during 1920 and
1921 very thoroughly. That must always
happen, unless you have a great staff
of valuers, and value all the Igland to-
gether. That would be a very heavy
oost. and the only alternative is to take
the distriets.

Mr J. D. Clucas: Is that the case in
Tngland that they have so mauny valucrs?

The Speaker: I don’t know what the
system in England is.

Mr A. H. Teare: Iz it not a [act that
a large part of the land in  the TIsland
has heen re-valued hecause of heing let
as accommodation lamd ?

The Speaker: Yes, that is so.

Mr Norris: Can ihe Spenker tell the
Counrt if there is any farm in this Island
rated higher than its rent?

The Spewker: If thcy are rated
high, they have the right of appeal.

too

PAPERS PRESENTED.

The following papers were presented:—

Proclamation by His Kxcellency the
Lizut.(fovernor, dated 18th Janruary,
1922, embodying regulations made by the
Tocal Governmeni Board for preventing
the spreading of influcuza.

Order made by His lixcelleney ilie Lieut.-
Governor, dated 7th ¥ebruary, 1922, under
tho Cattle Diseases Prevention Acts. 1865
to 1903, entitled *'The Dogs (Importation)
Revocation (rdoer,” 19227

Urder made by IHis 19xcellency the
Lieunt.-Governor, dated “th TFabruary,
1022, nnder the Cattle Diseases Prevention
Acts, 1%65 Lo 1903, entitled ““The Foot
and Montl Disease (Confrol of Move-
ment) Ordsr, 1922

Order made by His Excellency 1ho Lieut.-
Governot, dafed 7th February, 1922, under
the Cattle Diszases Prevention Acls. 1865
to 1903, entitled ''The Huy, Straw, &nd

Poat-Moss Vitter (Importation) Order,
1922.7

Proclamation made by His Excellency
the Lieut.-Governor, dated 1st March,
1922. embodying regulations, made by the
Local Government Board, continuing in
force until 18th January, 1922, fur pre-
venting of the spreading of influenza

REPORTS PRESENTED,
The following reports were presentasd :—

Report of the Board of Advertising for
tho year ended 31st December, 1921,

Fuarther report, dated Janunry, 19292, of
ﬁho Committes on Housing.—Mr Cunning-
am.

Interim report, dated February, 1922,
of Committees appointed b~ Tynwald of
22nd November, 1921, to consider food
prices in the Isle of Muan.—My Spealker.
. Report of the Committea on the peti-
tion of the Wardens of Onchan for ac
quiring additional burial  ground.—Mr
Clucas. '

Repmt of 1he Commiltee on th i~
tion nll: thc'a .»\,5}']1;11113 Borrd to ﬂz:gqm
compulsnrily, o field at th> Sirang. ad
dan.—Mr Cluecas me. Brad

Remort of the TIsle of Man Harbour
Commissioners, dated 12th January, 1922,
on matters relating to harhowmrs, referred
to them for consideration hv resnlutions
of Tynwald. under the heading “Public
Works.! dated 22nd Neeamher, 1921,

ATPOINTMENTS ON THE ADVERTIS-
ING BOARD.

The Governor: The next item is the

appointment of members on the Advertis-

ing Board in the places of Mr Cunning-

ham and Mr J. D. Qualirough, re-
signed. o

Mr J. D. Clueas: Who arc the other
memhers? We shonld know. otherwise

E)ve might be nominating cxisting mem-
ers.

The Governor: Thay are Mewsrs J. R.
Kerruish, 15. J. Cuarphey, 8. Norns, O
Gill, and Richard Cain, '

Mr J. D. Clucas: There arc seven np-
veinted from the Conrt.

Mr R. ¢ Cain: I beg to
Captain Maddrell.

Mr Callister: DMight I ask a question?
What is the reanson for these members
resigning? 1t seems a rather eurious
thig.  No veaston has been  given. and

nominate

they are two compelent gentlemen.

Papers Presented.—Reports Presented. —Appointments on the Advertising Board.
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Mr Kermode: T move Mr Cunningham
and Mr J. D. Qua'trough bec neminated
for scats on the Board of Advertising.
This Court has every confidence in them,
that they were acting in the best in-
teresta of the Island,

Mr Bridson: I beg to second the

nomination,
Mr Norris: I am very loth indeed to
intervene, but surcly the Court is en-

titdled to n good deal of information be-
fore voting ou quistions like this. (Hear,
hear). I take i1t that the hon. members
who have resigned should rise in this
Court. and tell wly they have resigned
before you give them a vote of confi-
dence. A vote of confidence in  them
would be s vote of no oonfidence in the
other members of the Board, and the Cowmri
would then be confronted with other re-
gignations.

Mr Cunningham: Yes, with pleasure.

Mr Norris: Then I rescrve my remarks
until they have done so.

Mr Cunninghami: May T be allowed tn
explain, In speaking on the motion 1 have
a good deal more to say than this Court
ig likely to grant me time to say, and ]
have, therelore, condensed what I have to
say inbe the very smallest compuss. The
first reason why 1 and my friend resigned
was the privilege, the [lavouriiism, eox-
tended to one firm, ai the expeuse of other
firms. That is the firsh reason. T ean go
into details and explain exactly what hap-
pened. I ohject very strongly to the
tender of that firm being held hack ior
some veason or other, instead of heing
submitted when other tenders were 1. 1
rever kpew anything so extruordinary in
my life, as to allow one firm to hold hack
their tender, and then come in and have
it considered, and, wuliiimately, accepted.
1 have had same: experience in Armyv con-
tracting, and, if T had et handed my con-
tract in before 12 o’ulosk, at IFishergate,
York, T wouldt have had uoe chance at all.
Let any other paper, except the “Times.!
hand in a contract. aml wonld :ihev e
congidered ? It would be disgualifiel.
There is a privilege for snme reason—either
love or fear—hut it is not my business to
say what is the reason. There is a dis-
tinet favouritism for the one firm.

The Speaker: Will the hon. member
say exactly what did take place, from the
arrival of all the senled tenders?

Mr Cunningham: 1 should have
pleasure in doing that; but thought the
Court would not allow me so much time.
I won't go back into the history of the
Board of Advertising; it is a matter of
iibing and joking, but I don’t see the joke
in it, That is their peculiar way of carry-
ing on their husiness. It is uulike any
Board in the Isle of Man, I hope, and I
am certain it is quite contrary to every
Board in England, Such a thing would
not be folernted. The couseqnonce i,
“The Isle of Man Times™ thinks the Board
of Advertising is its own private preserve,
and nobody has any business to offer them-
relves, oxcept the one firm. The details
of the thing will bear out every word I say.
I don’t think it is tho intention of this
Court that a Board should deal differently
than the Court itself would, and, if any-
thing is done wroug in one of the Boards,
it reflects itself on this hononrahle Court :
and 1 am very jenlous for the honour of
any Board I am on. The fivst thing I ob-
ject to is this privileso to the one firm.
The date was given for the tenders to be
sent in, The tenders were delivered and
prepared fo open when someone called at-
tention to the fact that the “Times' had
not, sent in their tender. The proper
course for us to have taken was to have
said they had disqualifed themselves, and
were out of it. We did not do that. We
acted in o mnore generons way, and tele-
phoned, calling their altention to it. The
angwer came hack that they had not re-
ceived the price for the covers from the
other side. There was an exclamation by
all the Board, nand the wmeaning of it was,
“The same old game.” That was the
kind of expression, tlicugh nobody uszd
those words exactly. There was disap-
pointment and anneyance at this not beinyg
given; but what was the object for that
delny? Was it intended to find out which
was the lowest tender, before they sent
in their tender? If it was, they were dis-
appointed, for the Board gave them half-
an-hour, and, marvellous to say, they
ware able to get it in, the price of the
covers, in that half-hour. The prico came
in, and the cards were on the table. I,
unfortunately, liad to attend a mecting
in this place, under the chairmanship of
his Iixcellency, and, when I went back, 1
was informed that tho only two contracts
left in were “The lsle of Man Examiner”
and a firm across the water. The “Times"
cstimate was dead and buried, and in 1ts

Appointments on the Adveriising Board,
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grave—for the time being. (Laughter.)
Everybody, including the hon. member for
North Douglas, was of one mind, and that
was, thoroughly dissatisfiea at the price
and the quality of the Gwde supplied the
previous year. Nobody was satisfied, and
there was nobody mosc bitter againsé
them than the member for North Dou-
glas, Mr Norris. He was quite as dis-
pleased and dissatisfied as anybody. When
we sent out these estimates—specifications
—we were asked to name any good firm.
As a matter of fact, there was not a single
firm across the water named that was not
of the highest standard, so that any one
of them ecould be relied on. T asked the
whole Board—''Is this genuine, now?
When the tenders come in. are we goiny
to give it to the lowest and the best, in
spite ofi everything??  And everybody
seemed to be astonished at any insinuation
that it would be otherwise. Those firms
received particulars as to the number, and
the weight of the paper, and all the rost.
It is not an honourable thing to send out
those papers, hecause, by doing so, we
imply that they will be given a fair trial;
that we will mive them justice. Our send-
ing out of those papers was a promisc that
they would bo treated honestly. . They
were allowed to believe that we meant
business. One gentleman—not = member
of the Board—sail to me, “But, 1 thought
vou only sent to those people across the
water as a kind of guide,

people here down to a proper rate,' 1

cay there was a breach of understanding

of the agreement that the people across the

water should have the same fair and

sguaro treatinent as anybody in the lsland.
But, eveu the lsle of Man did not pget
fair and square treatment, Tho “‘Kx-
aminer’’ was £17 ligher ihan the other
firm, and they were pushed out of court
unceremoniously, and wm resignation took
place. The dead body that had been
buried on the one vccasion was 1esurrected
on tho 12th, The memler for Ayre soon
put life in it. He did the trick. Tt was
bright and smiling, as if newly born, in-
stead of being a corpse.  The English
tender was £135 less than ““The Isle of
Man Times.!’ The “BExaminer’ had 2
right to it, if anybody had. 1 can under-
stand——

Mr J. D. Clucas: You take it that {he
“Txaminer! was £17 less than the
*“Times'’ P

Mr Cunningham: £17 higher than the
other. .

to keep the

The Attorney-General:
“Times” figure?

Mr J. D. Qualtrough: Taylor, Garnctt,
Evans, & Co., £1,365; 8. K. Broadbent,
£1,381; DBrown & Sons, £1,500. If we
generally adopted such a system of ex-
cluding outsiders, you know very well. we
should pay through the nose for every-
thing; and we have had it before, and
during, the war; but, now thaf things
have come back to the normal, it is about
time to stop it. If we are going to ask
firms of repute to send in tenders, it is dis-
honourable and dishonest to disregard the
magnificent quality of the work. The
“Times” was £135 more than the other,
hut it was, perhaps, hundreds of pounds
less value. I never saw, in my life, quality
such as this firm had (Taylor, Garnett,
Evans, & Co.). It was of infinitely beiter
quality than we could ever. have . had
lceally. Mr Norris took up the view that
the ‘‘Times'” could do better, and he pra-
duced evidence from an old Guide that
they had done better.

Mr Norris: The year hefore. B

Mr Cunningham: It was no evidence
at all, hecause, when you looked at it, the
halftones were light. But, is that -an
answer to the question? If the “'Times'
could do it, why dida’t they? I can tell
you why they did not. Because they
thought any old thing was good enough
for the Board of Advertising. They he-
lieved they had got the Board of Adver-
tising under their thumb; but T think

What was the

they have found their mistake. Mr
Norris thought they could do better. The
member for Ayre took the step of

favouritism. There is something they eall
“‘cheap patriotism,” and people can be
very penerous with other people’s money,
and with the money of the Island, and give
it away; but the Board of Advertising is
not an uwnemployment burean, and it 1
not a charity burean, to give out the funds
of the Insular Government. The first time
the delay was a failure; but, the next
time, the delay was not a failure. When
1 returned to the Board, the position was
that there were only two firms left in, the
“Examiner” and the English firm. There
wag a postponement; and I cannot find
words to say it—I1 am trying to keep my-
self in, and not say anything I would re-
gret ofterwards, but I can seareely find
words—it 18 perfectly appalling to -think
what bappened. When we found how the

"vote went, Mr Qualtrough and I had quite

enough of the Board of Advertising, and
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wo had to think of our characters, and wo
left the room; bul, after we left, a letter
which the “Times’” had sent, offering
reduction in price—which we protested
apainst—was actually accepted.  There
was no indication to the other firms 1o
send in their reduced terms, hut simply
the favouritism apgain, They picked out
the **Times,”’ and said, ““Yes, thank you,
we will take it’” They were still about
£80 higher than the other firm. Is that
cartying out the wishes of the Tynwald
Court? Ts it right? TLet us either say
we will not go off the Island, or let us be
gentlemanty enough and honest enough to
treat those who send in their tenders
properly. I am not a lawyer; but 1
think the Board was legally hable, and
any of these people could bring an action
against  the Board of Advertising, for
illegally allowing anybody to put in a
tender after the proper time, and accept-
ing an amended one. It was disgraceful.
1 am quite willing to answer any ques-
tions on the matter.

The Attorney-General: Will you read
the letter reducing tho tender?

Mr Cunningham: I have not got it.

Mr Norris: Tt is quite in order to put
it in.

Mr Norris: I may say at once that the
tender was accepted before the letter was
put in. The Board had no knowledge of
the letter when they dealt with the
tender.

Mr J. D. Clucas: We reaily have not
oot o statement of what the tender ac-
cepted was, 1 understood the accepted
tender was £1,500.

Mr Norris: That is right.

Mr Kermeen: Will Mr Cunningham teli
us how *“I'he Tsle of Man Times” found out
there were lower tenders in?

Mr Cunningham: What I tell you is
this—that anything that is whispered at
the Board of Advertising is shouted
through the megaphone in the office of
“The Isle of Man Times. Mr Cunning-
ham was proceeding to Fead a letter from
the Secretary of Brown and Sons, Lid.,
dated 17th, January

The Attorncy-General:
late for the mceting.

Mr J. D. Clucas: When were the ten-
ders in? ]

Mr Cunningham: January 9th and 12th.

That was too

The Bpeaker: We should approach the
question in a judicial way witkout any
feeking or partiality. I suggest that the
Chairman of the Board should give us a
definite statement of events, showing
axactly what took place.

Mr Kerruish: T do not admit having
done anything underhand or dishonour-
able in this matter. The Board of Adver-
tising, as wrual, asked for tenders for the
Guide for this year, and instead of con-
fining it to local persons they went else-
where. Those tenders, cleven in number,
arrived—I cannot give the precise date--
and at 2 meeting of the Board they were
&1 opened together.

Mr J. D. Clueas: What was the date
of that meeting?

Mr Cunningham: The meeting was on
the 9th,

The Speaker: Was it a public notice
asking for tenders, or were certain firms
only invited?

Mr Kerrnish: Twenty-three were in-
vited, and eleven replied. Within a cer-
tain time cleven tenders were reccived.
Those were all opened at one and the same
meeting, and were read over in the
presence of the Board.

Mr Cunningham: Including the tendor
of “Tho Isle of Man Times.”

Mr Kerruish: Yes, they were all opened
together in my presence.

Mr Cunninghtm: I have not said any-
thing about that meeting. Up to that
time “The Isle of Man Times'' had notice
to send them in. T say it was that delay
that was the failure. Tt was the other
meeting that followed two or three days
afterwords,

Mr Kerruish: I have said that at the
meeting of the Board of Advertising
eleven tenders arrived and were opened
by myself. '

The Attorney-General: Were instruc-
tions sent as to what date tonders were
to be sent in? Where there any ten-
ders gent in that had not been sent in on
the date fixed in your letter?

Mr XKerrvish: None. Ounly eleven
arrived on that date, aud thé eleven were
cpened and laid before the Board for their
consideration.

The Attorney-General:Was any messagn
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gent to '“The Times” before they: were
opeued?

Mr Kerruish: I am not aware of any-
thing,.

Mr J. D. Qualtrough: But you were in
the room when “The Times” were iele-
phoned to?

AMr Kerruish: Afl tho tenders were
opened, but there was a question in one
case with regard to the cover of the book;
they were unable to give the whole price.
The whole matter was continued, and at
the next meeting the details of the
tenders in tabulated form were presented
tc the Board. The general sense of the
Board at this juncture was that the work
should, if possible, be kept in the Tsfand:
in fach, there was complete unanimity on
that point. This feeling in favour of the
work heing retained here, was reflected by
the fact that three local tenders were In
the final selection At the subsequent
meeting, when ampfe time had been
allowed for all particulars to be supplied,
it was sti’l found that the stipulated re-
quirements of the Board had not been met.
One Insular firm was rejected by the
general consent of the Board. A second
Insular firm was rejected on account of the
fact that they could not do the work
locally, and their price was higher than
the other local firm.

Mr J. D. Qualtrough: As a matter of
fact, the question was only between ““The
Isle of Man Times’’ and a Manchester firm.

Mr Kerruish : Prior to the final meeting.
when the matier was concluded, one firm
was struck out, and then ancther firm was
atruck out. There were eleven tenders at
first, and seven were struck out.

The Bishop: Only the Island tenders
wers in the last selection?

My Kerruish: No, one was a Manchester
firm. At this stage of the deliberations,
this heing the meeting of the Board when
the final decision was made, letters were
read from the Hon. Becretary of the Isle
of Man Master Printers’ Association and
from the Secretary of the Isle of Man
Branoh of the Typographical Society refer-
ring to the prevailing reports as to the
possibility of the contract for the Official
Guide being sent off the Island, and urg-
ing the Board to give all possible support
to lecal industry, in view of the existing

unemployment, The difference in price
between the local! firm and the Lnglish
firm was approximately £1356. On a vote
heing ecalled for, five members voted for
the Manx firm, and as I had not recorded
my vole, the igsue lay with me, and I cast
my vote in favour of the Manx firm., In
oxercising my judgment as I did, may T
be be allowed to state in o few words, my
main reason for doing so. As the Courk
will recollect, a considerable portion of its
time was recently talten up discussing the
grave industrial position in the Island,
and the unfortunate pesition of the un-
employed. The Court has voted large
sums of money to relieve the situation, and
has, by every means in its power, shown
that it entertains a very practical sym-
pathy for the unemployed. This considera-
tion was predominant in my mind. Jo
vote for work being done off the Island
would have aggravated the position—haw-
over slightly— which the Court has heen
at such pains to relieve, and if for no
other reason, my judgment upholds me in
odepling the attitude of the Tynwald
Cowrt, in helping—not by empty words—
but in the most practical manner possible,
to tide the Island over the critical days
through which it is passing.

The Attorney-General: Might I make
a suggestion? This is a rather un-
pleasant matter, and it is evident there
1s 2 good deal of feeling avout 15, [t is
almost impossible for us to form a fair
tribunal to decide the matter. We want
to see the minutes, examine the tenders
and letters, and so on. Charges have
been deliberately made and backed up,
and have been repudiated with equal con-
viction. I think we might, perhaps, ap-
point a little committee; let them in-
vestigato the facts, and present a report
to this Court. I think everyone wants to
avoid a scandal in the administration of
our Government. It may turn out that
everybody has acted hona-fide, whether
they have made mistakes, or not. A vote
of confidence has heen proposed, and upon
that vote we shall have to pronounce, and
all this talk of members who have spoken
and members wlio hiave not been heard will
not help us much to come to a right con-
clusion. I move that the maftter be re.
ferred to a committec.

Mr Norris: 1 hope that resolution will
not be carried at this stage. Too muclh
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has been said, or too little has been said.
Statements have been made to this
Court, which will not bear the light of
day. The Secretary of the Advertising
Foard is available to this Court, and 1 say
he should be called, and the same publicity
should he giver. to his evidence as to the
statements whick havo been made this
morning. We should have the whole thing
hammered out. It is unfair to this Board
to have cx-parte statements of this sord
made without an opportunity of meeting
them.

The Attorney-General:
statements from each side.

Mr Norris: You have not. You have
bad a gross mis-statement of the facts hy
Mr Cunningham, and I am proposing now
to ask to be produced in this Court at
ence—let it be answered at once—the

We have Lad

minute book which will show thabt in his |

most deliberate statements he has not
stated the truth to this Court this morn-
ing. Why has this matter to be post-
rponed and to be held up interminably he-
fore 1his Logis'ature act? The matter can
be seftled this afternoon, and let the
Cowmt do so.
the Ccuncil stated that there has been
great favouritism

The Speaker (mterrupling): I think we

ought to settle, first of all, whether we .
are gmng to refer it to a Commitiee or

not,

Mr Norris: Then I ask the Court not to
refer it to a Committee, YLelb the light of
day be thrown on the whote proceedings
of this Board, and let the Court come to
its awn conclusions, but lef it do so on the
evidence before tle Court. At present
the Court is not in a position to vote on
it. It is a question of honourshle men
being, treated unfairly, and told they are
disherourable. It is for members, there-
fore, who lhd'd that view, to prove dis-
honcurable conduct. Let us have facls,
and names, and the actual truth. I
appeal . to the Court not to remit it to a
Committee ; let us settle it now. There
is no need for a long debate, and I say the
-Court will be stultifying itso’'f by referring
it to a Committee of this Court. All
memhbers will not be present at the meet-
ing of the Committee. Will members of
.the Court have a full report from the
“Comnm.ittee? Will members of the Court

be allowed to ask questions? I do not -

The honourable member of

.will be very little use.

think it is a guestion that can go before
a Committee of the Court. Some mem-
bers of the Court have heard one kind of
statement, and have made up their minds
upon ib.

Mr J. D. Clucas: We have very little
facls as yet.

Mr J. D. Qualtrough: On a point of
order, if the honourable member for North
Dongfas suggests that he shall be allowed
to speak amain, T shall strongly protest.
He is making a speech on the motion.

Mr Norris: There is no motion that it
should go before a Committee.

The Attorncy-General: I move it

Mr A. J. Teore: It has been seconded.

The Governor: The hon, member is
entitled to speak on that.

Mr Norris: I am not entitled to speak
on the merits of the case?

* The Governor: Of course you are.

Mr Norris: Then T shall proceed as far
as T am alie, to ask the Court to consider
the facts of the case. A deliberate charge
has been made that the Board of Adver-
tising are absolutely in the grip of “The
Isie of Man Times'’; that great favous-
itism has been sliown to them; and that
“The Isle of Man Times” put in a lender
after all the other tenders had been
opened. B

Mr Cuvningkam: I did not say that.
I said that the first delay was the delay
that failed. Tt was a most irregular thing.
They waited half-an-kour for it. I da 1ot
think any Board in the Isle of Man wonld
allow another tender to be sent in after
tenders had been apened. '

Mr Norris: In the opinion of some mem-
bers of the Counrt, everything ‘“The Tsla
of Man Times"” does is irregular.

The Decmster Cnllow: On a point of
order, it seetns to me that the motion of
the Attorney-Genecral is that the mabter
should go to a Comunitteec. If we have a
debate first, and send it to the Committen
afterwards, we shall have a debate with-
out knowledge of the facts which the Com-
mittee are going -to investigate, and it
1f we are moing to
send it to a Committee, we should take

_that step first, and debate afterwards.

Mr Kerruaish: The Secretary of the
Board is present in this Chamber, and éan
inform members of the Court of the
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various facts that have passed,’ and'ije J

can bring the hooks.

Mr J. D Qualtrough: He is not a |

member,

The Governor: The Secretary could give
.evidence, if it is required, in an inguiry.
But we are now dealing in dehate, and he
is not taking part in debate. Tho ques-
tion is, whether this Court show'd go into
the ruerits of the case. To my mind, it is
impossible for a Court such as this, to
adjudicate in a. matter of this sort. Under
the rules of debate, pcrsons are limiterl
to one speech on the motion. It would he
implossthlbs to have m fthorough judicial
inquiry inte what took place To my
mind, in order to arrive at proper justice
and the rights of the case, it is preferable
that the matter showld he refeired to a
Committce, as has been moved and sec-
onded. Then, on the report of the Com-
mittee, a debate can take place, and any
further points can be elucidated.

Mr Norris: I am going 1o oppose at
this stage, the appointment of the Cum-
mittee, and I eclaim the right to answer
at once the statements which have bheen
made to this Court, which are ealculnged
to prejudice the Court, and mislead the
public of the Island,

The Attorney-General: I submit the
hon, member cannot proceed, The motion
before the Court is that Messrs Cunning-
ham and Qua'trough be re-elected. I
meved, as an amendment, that the matter
be referred to a Committee. That does
not open the door to a general discussion
of the meriis,

‘Mr Norris© T submit I am within my
zights in discussing the motion. Does. tha
Attorney-General say that, when a motion
and amendment are before the Court, 1
am not entitled to discuss either, or hoth?
Your Excellency, T think 1 have got the
Heor. Statements have been made to in-
duce the Court to re-elect these hon. mem-
bers. I submit the statements made by
Mr Cuonningham will noi bear the light
of investigation, and he is not entitled to
get credit for a full statement of fact.
First of all, I say that it has not been tlic
custom of the Board of Advertising to ad-
vertise for terders across the water. The
work of the printing of the Guide has
rever heen sent off acroms the water
more than once. The hon member
has keen a member of the Board

longer than T have, and he has kept
the work on the Island - But; last year,
the quality of the Guide was so disappoint-
ing, so contrary to what we had- cvory
reasonl to expect to receive, that there was
not a member of the Board prepaied to re-
new the Guide to that firm, except on very
different terms and gnarantees from what
we then possessed. Tn additien to that,
there has been, during tho last 12 months;
very considerable fluctuations in priec;
Therefore, the Board, without tyinig its
hands in any form, decided to ask for
tenders. There was no decision that the
Board would accept the lowest. tender:
They invariably say the Board shall not
be bound to accept the lowest or any
tender. Therefore, the Board of Adver-
tising pursued the usual method; it invited
tenders, in order to see that we were geb:
ting fair value for the money that we were
paying, and getting for the public of the
Istand fair value. But, we did not lLie
ourselves down to accept the lowest tender.
This was what influenced the Board. Over
and over again. when tenders have heen
invited for public work, local patriotism,
local trade, local conditions, are talen
into comsideration, and, other things heing
equal, or if there is not a great deal of
difference between the outside firm and
the local firm, invariably, as a matter of
justice and fair-play to ratepayers and

loecal people, the choice gaes to locul
people, As regards the tender accepted,

and the conditions under which it was ac-
cepted, and what we receive for the money,
substaniially {here was not a grent deal of
differcnee, aud it Justified us in accepbing
ihe tender of Brown & Sons. T repudiase
ihe charge that there was auy favouritism
whatever in favour of Brown & Sons. If
1 had +to find reasons for not being in
faveur of Brown & Sons, L could iind
ample reasons. But, 1 challenge the hon,
nember of the Council, Mr Cuuninghain,
to say that he was influenced solely by the
public interest

3r Cunningham: I can. . .

Mr Norris: Well, he displayed suweh i)l
humour when the firm of Brown & Sons
was mentioned, that one is jusiified in
thinking that there was somelhing more
behind his opposition to Brown & Sons,
than appears iu his statement to-day. It
is puhlic kuowledge that the hon. member
was very severely castigated by Mr J. A.
TBrown, at & public meeting a few wecks
ago, with the result that he was practically
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romoved from a publie position in this
Island. In view of the ill-humour, the
bitterness—not to say the bad temper—
he has displayed to-day, we have g right
to say there is something more in his op-
position to Brown & Sons than what agp-
pears on the faco of it. He says half-an-
hour extra was given to Brown & Sons.
Now, the Beard meceting at which the
tenders were put in was on January Tth;
and, when the Board met on the 9th, the
Chairman opened the tenders and said,
““Are all the tenders in?” The secretary
aid, ‘'Yes, all the tenders are in, except
that Brown & Sons have not sent in the
price of the cover.” Now, the cover las
to be done across the water. There is nu
firm on the Island that can do the cover.

Mr J. . Clucas: Were all the tenders
in exeept that?

Mr Norris: Yes.
then, )

The Governor: Then, hiow did the secre-
tary know what was in '“The Isle of Man
Times’’ tender?

M Norris: He did not kuow what the
tender was; but he had received an intima-
tion from Brown & Sons that they had not
been able to give the price of the cover,
because they had not got the information,

Mr J. D, Clucas: They got that within
half-an-hour ?

Mr Norris: Yes. This is the point. At
that moment, no tende: had been apened.
Thers was not a single thing before any
member of the Board; and the Chairman
sard, ‘‘Brown & Sons hiave sent word there
is something wanting, Ring up Brown &
Sons, and say that, unless their tender,
complete, is before the Board in half-an-
hour, their tender is excluded.”” Within a
few moments, a sealed envelope came from
Brown & Sons, giving the Board the in-
formation they required. Then, in bulk
and as a whole, all the tenders were
opened. What did we find? We found
the Manx firms were able to stand up
against some of the biggest firms in the
TUnited Kingdom in high-class work, and
they competed well in price,  Amongst
eleven tenders, only onoe English firm was
lower than the Manx firms. Now, Mr
Cunningham has told you that he left the
Board at a certain point. He said when
he leit, “There are only two firms left in
—an English hrm and ““The Isle of Man
Examiner.”

Mr Cunningham: When I returned,
that was.my information,

We had not seen 1t

Mr Norris: That was not his informa-
tion. Tho question was raised; and then
I agked for the minutes. The minutes
shewed that the decisicn of the Board was,
that the English firm that was lowest, and
the three lowest Manx firms, were left in.
It was not as he has told this Court, the
English firm and ‘““The Isle of Man Ex-
aminer.”  There is something else. He
leads this Court to belicve that, out of
favouritism to ‘‘The Isle of Man Times,”’
ihe “Examiner’’ has becn ireated badly.
I say they were treated with more con-
sideration than any of the other firms he-
fore¢ the Board. 1 will prove it. When
+he tenders were opened in ihe first in-
stance, one of the stipulations was, that
ihe various firms must submit samples of
paper and of the work they had done pre-
viously. to show the guality of the work.
A sample of the sort of paper—art, or
somi-ary paper; cover, and everything
else, must bo submitted. What was the
pesition when Broadbent's tender was
opened? There was no samuple, and there
was a price. They said, if the price was
favourable, samples of paper Mould be
put in later, They dil not comply with
the tender. They were cmt ot it. Whas
did we do? We puostponed ronsideration
of the whole of the terders for one weel,
to cnable Broadbent's to put in quality of
paper supplied, and the quality of work
proposed to be given to the Beard. The
hon. member tells us that the Board de-
cided that only the “Examiner’’ and tho
English firm were left in; and, yet, we had
not then reccived a scrap of paper from
Broadbent’s! TIs not that an answer? Wo
met a. week later. The hon, member said,
‘““We decided, last week, that only Broad-
hent’s and the Fnglish firm were left in.”?
“Nothing of the sort,”” we said. ‘‘“Wo in-
cluded all the Manx firms ¥ Than, Broad-
bent’s put in their tender and revised their
price, because they put m a different
quality of paper. But the hon. member
objected. He was out to see thut Brown &
Sons did not get the order. He was out
4o send the work across the water. 8o
was the hon, member for Castletown. The
hon. memher for Castletown made this
statement—Had the English firm been
more than the Manx tender, he would have
senh it aecross the water. {“On what
grounds?”’} On the ground of quality of
work. We had a very poor quality of
work last year. The previcus year's Guide
was o very good sample of workmanship,
and we stipulated for that standard. It
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is a free Guide, and we don’t want the
most expensive Guide that could be put
out.

Mr Cunningham: But, you want to pay
£135 more for it than you need do.

Mr Norris: £35 more; and the hon.
member knows it. Now, your Excellency,
that was the position. Broadbent's did
not send in specimens of the paper nor a
single sample of their work; and they
also stated that, if they got the contract.
they could not carry it out here, but would
have to collaborate with a firm across the
water.

Mr Cunningham: They were too honest.

Mr Norris: If it was going across the
water, why not give the order to tlie
lowest. English firm? Should we try and
save £130 on a £1,500 job by sending work
off tho Island? The maiority of the Com-
mittee decided for local labour and
patriotism.

Mr J. D, Qualtrough: To get Press sup-
port.

Mr Norris: Nothing of the kind. On
the second oceasicn on which we met, o
letter was sent m from Brown & Sons,
and it was unanimously decided that the
leiter should not bo opened,

Mr J. D. Qualtrough: The Chaiurman

mado a statement that it was a lower
tender.
Mr Norris: No. The Chairman made

a statement that ithere nad becn a lettol
reccived frcm Broadhent's. revising thair
tender, and he said that there was also n
letter from the “Times'; and someone
moved that the letters be not opened
untif the tenders wero settled.

Tho Speaker: Do I understand that the
Jettor came from DBrown & Sons after the
tonder had been accepted.

Mr J. D. Qualtrough:
incorrect. : )
The Speaker: Did it come in at the
first? '

Mr Norris: Ne. a week later, at the
adjourned meeting.

The Speaker: That was before tho ten-
ders were accepied.  Was the letter
opened ?

Mr Norris: No member of the Board
had any knowledge what it contained, or
any information.

Mr J. D. Qualtrough: I challenge the
Chairman, The Chairman said that he

That iy

had reeeived a letter with a lower, tender,
and T moved that it be not entertained.

The Spealker: Had the Board any know-
ledge of what was in the letter. It might
have becn o letter about the weather.

Mr Norris: We had information that the
letter was from Brown and Sons, and that
was all. Some member asked the ques-
tion: “Does the letter reduce the price’”
and the answer was that it did not re-
duce the price. :

The Spenker: Someone knew of the
price?

Mr J. D. Qualtrough: The letter was
open iu the Chairman’s hands, and lie £a'd
us that it was a lower tender.

Mr J. R. Kerrvish: T deny that. your
Excellbney If this sort of thing is to
continne it will boe necessary to lhave a
phonograph at all the meetings to record
what the mombers say. I have heen
connected with publie life in this Istand
for fifty venrs, and T never saw such
confugion at 2 Board meeting as there was
at this. T could not understand it. T
was infermed by the Secretary that le
had received a letter from Messrs. Brown
and Sons. T told the Board, and Mr
Cain, the hon. member for Ayre, moved
that the lefter be with-held. Members-
knew nothing ahout what was in the letter
till after the tenders lind been decided.

Mr J. D. Qualtrough: The hon. mem-
ber is entively wrong, He has forgotten
what happened.

Mr Cunningliam: I wish to make a
personal explanation. Mr Norris suggests
that my attitude was due to the personal
attack made upon me by Mr Brown at
the Licersing Court. It is the exact
opposite. The hon. member is coufusing
camse and effect. Mr Brown knew per-
fectly well the line 1 was adopting in the
Board of Adrertising, and he was so full
of steam that lisd he not blown it off he
would have burst,

Ar Curphey: My recollection of what
took place, and T was there that morning

The Governor: The hon. member for
North Douglas is speaking.

Mr Norris: T just wanted to point this
oat, that hy keeping the job on the Island
you employ local lbnour; at (east twelve
girls will be kept in employment, and jt
is doubtful even at the lower price whether
the English contract would have heen
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cheaper, becavse it would have necessi-
toted the Secrctary paying two or three
visits to Fngland to pass proofs, ete. all
of which means a good deal of expense.
In connection with that, Brown and Sons
dn a good deal of work in the way of
corrections, etc., on this job whick are
never charged for; things for which we
certainly would have to pay if done by
the English firm.

Mr J. D. Clucas: It is not the point
whether the job went across the water or
stayed here; the whole point is, did the
tonderers get fair play. I appeal to the
House to let the matter yo to a Commitiee.

Mr Norris: I submit that the members
of the Board were honest and sincere,
and acted in the hest interests of the
Island. No harm has been done to anyone,
and even the English firm mentioned aro
printing the cover.

Mt Cunningham: That is good. that.

Mr Norris: That part of the work has
io be done off the Island.

Mr Cunningham: Tt is simply eplendid.

The Governor: Are members ready to
vote on the motion that the matter be
referred to a Committee.

_ Mr J. D. Qualtrough: I have a right to
be heard before it is decided.

The Attorney-General: That will be two
aside,

" The Governor: The Court will adjourn
till 2-45.

The Court resamed after lunch,

The Goverrior: When the Court ad-
jourred, we were considering the appoint-
ment of members to the Advertising
Board. The hon, member for Narth
Douglas had just spoken.

Mr J. D. Qualtrough: Your Exceleney,
T am somewhat sorry that this matter has
ceme up for public debate. T could have
wished the mobion of the Attorney-General
to have been accepted and carried by the
Court at once, so as to have avoided at
all events a continuance of a discussion
that cannot be regarded as very edifying,
or much to the credit of the Court. At
the same time, the matter has come to a
stage at which all who are principaly
interested, and have raised the matter of
the resignations, have a right to be heard,
I wish to say that, in sending in my
resignation, I do not do so on any per-

sonal grounds whatever. In any action I
have taken, I have been moved purely by
what seemed to me to be a question of
grave public interest, and the welfare of
the Isle of Man. It was bhecause I thought
the Board of Advertising was pursuing a
policy which was not in the best interests
of the Tsland, and, from an advertising
point of view, certainly was very harmful
to the Island, that T felt I could no longer
be associated with the Board. I hold no
brief for the defeated firms, or against the
successful firm in the matber wff these
tenders and this contract of printing tho
Guide. Between “The Times” and “The
Exzmiper,”’ two local papers, T am en-
tirely unmoved by any consideration of
personal partiality whatever. With re-
gard to the statement that has been made
in this Court, this morning, both by the
Chairman of the Board, and by my ion.
friend, Mr Norris, I don’t think that, up
t0 a certain point there was any grave
matter of division among the Board. I
am verfeatly certiyin that ¥ had berii
arrived at conclusively that two firms werc
the cheapest, and those two firms were
selecligd flor special ‘comsiderathon at a
suhsequent meeting of the Board, But
in regard to ome firm, and that was Messrs
8. K. Broadbent & Oo., gquestions had been
2sked in the Board mecting regarding cer-
tain points of detail which the Board felt
it was bound to have further information
upon, and on which they decided to write
to Messrs Broadbent & Co., and have full
information, before they, at the follow.
ing meeting, settled finally to whom the
tender should be given., It is in the
final meeting of the Board that the matters
toolk place which seemed to me conelu-
sively to point to the existence of somne-
thing which T do not regard as savoury,
and which reswjted in the contract being
placed, as I think, in a mauner not in the
interedls of the Island. When the last
meeting took place, at which the matter
was settled, it was obvious that there was
an attempt to bring in the firm of Brown
& Sons, which had been ruled ouf. There
was an attempt to bring the firm to the
front agnin, whereas the issue seemed to
have rather settled itself between Messrs
8. K. Broadbent & Co., and Taylor, Gar-
nett & Evans. T feave the Court to judge
a8 to whether that was in the best in-
terests of the Tsland. T am reluctant to
say that it was improper. I am not hera
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t0 say that those members who brought
forward the name of Messrs Brown %
Sons were acting in an improper manner.
But what was the position? 1t is necess-
.ary to review the history of two yewrs of
advertising to show clearly my own motives
in giving my vote. In the previous years
the Guide; isswed by Messrs Brown &
Sons, was considered, T believe, unam-
mously by the Board, to be an unsabisfae-
tory production. I don’t think 1 am
attributing anything to any single memn-
ber of the Board which any of them would
caro to get up and contradict. The Board
was profoundly dissatisfied with the Guide
for 1920, and. with the Guide in mind,
it had decided for 1921, to go in for a
policy that would secure the best possible
value to the TIsland in the matter of a
Guide. With that end in view, tenders
were invited from a considerable number
of firms. I believe all the firms on this
side of the water, who were in a position
to tender, were asked, and a considerable
number of firms across the water, who
hold a very high standing in the printing
trade. and have a reputation for turmmg
out the highesh class of work, Those
tenders came in, and at the last meeting
we liad before us the cheapest of the lot,
that of Messrs Taylor, Garnett & Idvans,
which was at least #£135 cheaper than
Messrs Brown & Sons,

Mr J. D. Clucas: That was the first
meeting,

Mr J. D Qualtrough: The last meet-

ing. We had  arrived at the
creapest firm—Taylor, Garneft, and
Fvanz—and they had produced

a considerable number of samp'es of their
worlk of a similar nature in the industrial
and holiday resort spheres, and it was
cbvions to me, as a layman, that it was
magnificent work, Tt was a class of work
that would have done the Island good.
It was proposed to send out this year at

least 75,000 copies of the Guide. Tf we
sent owb 75,000 Guides, does it
make any differancs what is
the quality of the work P 0

vou send out one of inferior workmaunship
and have to compete with other visiting
resorts that have their CGuides made up
by firms of the highest standing, who tuen
ceut an artistic production, which is in
self an advertisement far a watering-
place, which would the Court choose?

They would undoubtedly, ns o Board, se-
lect 1ihe Guide that would advertise the
Island the best. In any criticism of my
action, I want this to be dearly under-
stood, that if T proposed to send the work
off the Tsland, it was not only because we
were saving £135, but infinitely more, he-
cause there was every reason to hope nad
think we were going to get a work that
wonld do the Island good. That was what
prompted me to go for that firm. "The
meeting started, ond that was the
position. As soon as the meeting started,
we had first the spectacle of the Chairman
of the Board, who—in spite of his con-
contradiation this morning, T must
state to he true—produced from Messre
Brown & Sons a lower tender. He
did not state how much it was lower,
tut he said “I have in my Land o
revised tender from Messrs Brown & Sons,
it is o lower tender, T may say.”’ ‘T im-
mediatkly got up, and proposed that the
tender be uot entertained. At that posi-
tien in the negotiations, we had no right
to re-open the matter of tenders, because,
if one firm was ready to re-tender, the
same privilege should be accorded to =l
the firms (Hear, hear.) The Board
agreed with that point of view, which was
tha only possible one. This fact would
at once have dawned on the minds of hon.
members, that it was, in all human
probabilily, certain that Messrs Brown &
Bons had got to know that they were by
no means the lowest. It was obvious, to
my mind, that there had been a leakage
of information; that therd had been a
breach of confidence on the part of somo
member, or someone connected with +the
Board. That seemed o moe to be a highly
improper thing. Messrs Brown & Sons
should .unever have got to know the posic
tion. There was a further matter. There
were two lettors received, purporting io
como from two societics in the Isle of
Man. The first was from the Master
Printers’ Association, and the second from
the Typographical Society The Iletter
from the Master Printers was a very long
gcreed, and went at considerable length
into arguments why work should not be
sent off the Island. It .stated, frankly,
that it had come to their ears that it wns
proposed to send the work off the Island,
and gave many reasons why it should not
be done. The hon. member for North
Dauglas, 2 member of the dMaster Printers’
Association, sitting in the Board-room, ac-
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“fually said, “Well, gentlemen, I am a
member of the Master Printers’ Associa-
tion, but I knmow nothing at all about that
letter.”” 1 believe there are other mem.
bers of the Master Printers’ Association
i the Court, and, if they kuow anything
about the letter, or where it came from, 1t
15 up to them to say so.
Mr A, H. Teare: I don’t.

Mr J. D. Quealtrough: The hon. mem-
ber knows nothing about it?

Mr A. II. Teare: No; 1 do not.

Mr J. D. Qualtrough: There was a
letter from the Typographical Society,
asking that the work should not be sent
off tho Island. T am ready to declare that
all work should be kept on the Tsland, all
other things being equal, and even if they
are not. I am whole-leartedly in favour
of that policy, for I believe all Boards

ougiht to do what they consider to be the

best in the interests of the Island. But,
that is the position. In the first place,
Messrs Broadbent & Co. said, in their
letter, that, owing to bhaving to work
under such very high pressure, they were
unable to carry out the whole of the con-
tract, Wecause they were so busy they
could not do it. In the second place, it is
within the kunowledge of the Court that
Messrs Brown & Sons are so busy that it
is only with the greatest difficulty they can
keep pace with the work that we have for
them to do as compilers of the official de-
bates, and I put it that it was a fact that
Messrs Brown & Sons themsclves have had
to send work off tho lsland, because they
have not had time to carry it out. The
question of employment on the Island 1s
one that wo, as a Cowrt, would go a long
way to meet; but we are not going to al-
low that to be used as an argument, when
it has no force, to subvert and hinder tho
Advertising Board from rendering the
best possible service to the Island. My
complaint was that the Board gave ihe
order to the firm whose work was con-
sidered umsatisfactory last year; it was
far! from being the cheapest this year.
The RBoard neither studied quality nor
price. Tt was not even the cheapest local
firm; so, if it was the desire to give the
work to a local firm, that argument wounld
not hold good. The cheapest firm was also
the best firm, and it had submitted excel-
lent samples.- There was the fact that
there had been obvious leakages from the
Board meeting. I do not want to let any

hon. membor down; but it will illustrate
my point when I say that the hon. member
for Ayre in this Court, to-day—came to
the Board with this story, that he had
been told by a certain individual. connec-
ted with the ‘‘Times'’ that the reason why
the work was so bad, last year, was on
account of the ink that the Board had
selected. The secretary of the Board was
there, and he immediately said, “That is
incorvect, gentlemen. The ink was
selected by Messrs Brown & Sons them-
selves '  They suggested 1he ink the
previous year, and suggested it to the
Board, We actually have this position—
that it almost sounds like a Gilbert &
Sullivan opera. Wo have ihis position—
that a membor of the Board should tell the
Board that it was on account of the ink
wo had selected that the Guide was so bad
last year. The principles by whizh I have
keen ruled have been, 4o get the best pos-
sible results in advertising by any and
every means to get tho best Guide. I
believe in the principls that it has been
asserbed m this Court, this morning, thas,
if you agk men in business to tender for a
job, vou imply you are geing to give them
a fair and straight deal. If you ave not
going to it—well, do not ask them to
waste their time in  compiling tenders.
Also—and this is from the hon. member
for North Douglas—-he indicated for the
first time that he wished to keep the joh
ory the Island. Ho suggested that we
should ask an expert to indicate to the
Board what would be a fair and reason-
able price to pazy for the work, so that
wo should know whetlier we had been done
rightly by, or not. There was a further
question which I did not like. and that
was, when the matter was put to the
meeting, the Chairman did not vote.
There were five and five. The Chairman,
possibly, had reasons for not voting.
When the matter was a tie, five to five,
the Chairman recorded his vote. Person-
ally, I wish that he bad not done so. In
the matter of patriotism, T hepe that this
argument is not going to be used in any
small or local sense to blind the eyes of
the Court. I take it we are all patriots,
though wo differ on points of policy. It
cannot be said that, becauss certain people
have voted to keep this job on the Island,
they are patriots, and that those tyho
voted otherwise have no claim for patriot-
ism. Personally, I am not councerned for
the moment as to whether hon, members
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think I have acted like o patriotic man,
or not. I am quite content to leave it to
the Advertising Board. I do not know
that there is anything else that I ought
to deal with. The hon. member for North
Douglas, Mr Norris, said, in his address,
““Weo have a right to assume tlere is some-
thing more behind this opposition 1o
Messrs Brown & Sons than appears on
the surface.”” T submit, quite as strongly.
that we have a right to assume that there
is something more behind the attitude of
partiality to Messrs Brown & Sons—in tha
attitnde of the hon, member for Nerth
Douglas—than appears on the surface. If
one argnment can be ndvanced, the other
can. Personally, I do not advance either;
but give the hon. member of the Council
credit for his convictions. e may have
been wronged by Mr Brown, or he may not
have been. I take it that his attitude aii
through was one that gave evidence of
the highest honour and integrity, Ie
wanted to see fair play and justice done
all round. When the matter was settled,
I rose from my seat, and said, “Gentle-
men, I have fnished with this Board,”
and went out. The hon. member of the
Council followed me. T did not want to go
bacdk to the Board. The Board has
adopted a policy. They have given an
order for a Guide, which I sincerely hope
will turn out a long way better than we
anticipate. No one hopes more fervently
than 1 do that Mesers Brown & Sons will
retricve thelr reputation as publishers of
the Guide this year; but, guided by previ.
ous experience, I venture to be pessimistic
on” that point. With regard to the 12
girls who were going to be thrown out of
employment, I do not think, after what
T have said with regard to the pressure of
work in the priuting trade in the Island,
that that argument will have much weight
with the Court, There was one poink
raised by tho hon. member for North Dou-
glas, with regard 1o Messrs Broadhent &
Co., than an exceptional privilege was ac-
corded to them; they got a second tender
in. Well, when you cousider the different
position that they are in {rom DMessrs
Messrs Brown & Sons, it will be very
obvious that there was nothing in the
natire of favouritism to Messrs Broad-
beit & Co At tho previous mesting, the
two cheapest liad been established. It was
decided that certain questions should be
asked from Messrs Broadbent & Co., and
certain assurances given with regard to

the nature of the paper they proposed to
use; and their capacity to carry out the
job. They wore written to and asked
specific questions, and they replied to thoso
questions and gave tho necessary informa-
tion.

Mr J. D. Clucas: Bub, that was not
given to the English firm.

Mr J. D, Qualtrough: I quite agrea it
was not given to the ¥nglish firm, They
had already submitted their samples. T
cnly mention this to show that there wus
no undue desire on my part to get the
job off tho Island, At the first meeting of
the Board, 1 jully consented to give
Messrs Brown & Sons the half-hour to get
thei: tender in,

Mr J. D. Clucas: How was it that the
vevised contract was lower?

Mr J. D, Qualtrough: 1L was the differ
ent quality of paper ussd. We can only
judge by the samples which were the
most suitable for reproducing photographs
on. [ helieve the better nuality of your
paper, the inore highly finished you can
reproduce your hlock-work. The hon.
memler for North Douglas, speaking tn
the Advertising vote, in this Court, on
June 4th, last, said, “We Lave reviewed
our position, owing to the present con-
rition of things, and, when things recover,
we shall have anotlex vigorous camfaign.
A very full advertwing scheme is now in
hand, and will continue to be, notwith-
standing the condition of things now.
Not one peuny of this sum is wasted.” [
submit that, in face of what has trans-
pired, that the hon. member cannot agnin
come 1o the Court and say, ‘‘not ono
penny is wasted.”

Mr A. Qualtrough: Does the hon. mem-
ber think theso letters were forperies?
(Laughter )

Mr Richard Cain: 1t speaks well for the
public life of the Tsland that such a largo
amount of the timo of the Tynwald Court
should be tuken up on a matier of this
kind, and by a full House, rather than
hy a committee. I have no regret what.
ever for the way I voterd on this contract,
1 thought the lecal firm, whe did onc job
of this kind a year, should receive more
consideration than an FEnglish firm who
did this kind of work every day of the
year, If we tak> that into consideration,
wo are bound to take into consideration
the whole circumstances. The local
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tender we accepted was £135 more; but,
if you consider that we had 11 tenders,
and that all the Tinglish tenders but one
were higher than the local firm—the
highest was £1,775, £275 higher—you will
see that the local firms put in a very fair
tender. The question arises in my mind—
Do we want to encourage the small firms
we have in the Island? Mr Norris should
be an expert on the value of the worl;
but he suggested that, instead of asking
for foreign tenders, we should bring in

an expert from across, to see that the local

firms were giving full valne. That was
not adopted; but the fact that the
highest tender was £275 higher than
Brown's, and this temler was only £135
above the lowest English firm, in a £1,500
job, shows that the price was fair. When
settling a question of this sort, we ought
10 take into consideration the whole of the
economic conditions. Weo have recently
voted £99,675 for public works, and most
of this was done because there was a lack
of empleyment on the Island. Would we
be justified in spending that large amount
of money in relieving uuemployment, on
the one hand, and sending a £1,500 job,
which could bave heen done on the Island,
across the waber? When we consider the
whole economic conditions of the Island,
wo know that the visiting indusiry keeps
us all busy for three months in the year,
and for the rest of the nine months we
have a few little industries struggling to
live, and here we have the power 1o pro-
vide one ol those industries with a eertain
amount of work, at an extra cost to the
Island, if you will, of £135. Would we
bo justified, considering all the circum-
stances, In sending that work off the
Island? 'The varicus industries that have
been created during the war have all gone,
and wo should do all in our power to pre-
scrve those woe have. Every trade in the
Island suffers from dumped goods. What
is our position with regard to dumping?
England has imposed a duty of 33% per
cent. on all goods imported from g foreign
country, and in that schodule of goods
there aro 50,000 articles, and, in addition,
there is the reparation duty on German
goods. In brewing, I know more beer s
imported than we make here; and all
could oasily be mmade here, if wo had pro-
tection.. Wo should try to Lkeop all the
work we can in the Isle of Man, T say
that the people who voted to keep this
work on the Island took an honest, just,

and fair view, and 2 long view, of the
maiter, and are entitled to as much
credence as the members who toold the
opposite view. They have behaved rather
childishly. What would you think of the
directors of a company who resigned every
time they could ncb get their own way?
It would take tho sharcholders all their
time replacing them, and they would
never get anything done. A similar thing
has happencd in Buxtoun, as in the Island.,
Tenders were gob, but they gave the work
to a local firm, rather than to the big
Manchester firm. The very same thing
zlso happened in Llandudno, where they
gave the work to a local firm, though the
big outside firms were cheaper.  Goods
coming in from Germany have to pay 28
per cent. reparation duty-

The Governor: I hope that the hon.
member does not put the relations hetween
the Isle of Man and Great Britain on the
same footing as the relations between
Germany and Great Britain,

Mr Riclhard Cain: But, it iz done to
prevent Germany dumping; and we
should consider the same thing, and en-
courage small firmg in the TIsland. The
same thing is heing done in Ramsey,
Castletown, aud Pecl, as the Advertising
Beard did. The local authorities all over
the Island aye paying four times more
far breaking stones than they need do,
if they were broken by machinery. Why?
To keep people in work. There is not a
single town in the 1sland that is not pay-
ing more for its stone than they would
have to pay if it was broken by machinery
—7s 6d a tom, as against 25, You have
the same conditions all over ihe Island,
in the towns and by the Highway Board,
and so long as we have the same economic
conditions as wo have at present, we are
boumnd to take those conditions into con-
sideration 1 have uo hesitation in saying
that, in voting the way I did, I did the
right thing; and I would do the same
thing over again. I say that we were
justified in acting as we did, and, so long
as the economic conditions are as they
are, wo must all endeavour to keop as
much business as we can on the TIsland
during the winter. T felv sorry to hear
Mr Cunningham import so much heat into
the discussion in this Court, and he dis-
plaved quite as much heat at the Board,
instead of judging it on its merits, what
is purely a matter of policy. Omne scction
of the Board failed entirely to give credit
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for the samo honesty of purpose by which
they were actuated to those who were op-
posed to them, and who, I maintained,
were equally entitled to the same con-
sideration.

Mr A, Qualtrough: I would like 1o
point out te¢ his lxcellency that ‘those
two letters which were sent to the Board
should be referred to the Attorney-Gen-
eral, for the protection of the purity of
overy Board of the Jsland. They are
forged letters, and I beg to draw his Fis-
cellency’s attention to them,

Mr Alfred Teare: I can disabusc the
hon. member’s mind of any suspicion as
to the lettor from the Typographical As-
seciation, which was an expression of
opinion from tho working priuters of the
Island, that work should not be sent off
tlhe Island that can be done as well here.
No doubt, it was diffientt to judge from
the samples of work, because a firm always
sends its hest. Last year’s Guide, printed
hy Brown & Sons, was not all that it
might have heen. T might go so far nas
to say that it was the ink, in that case,
thnt spoiled the joh. Whoever it was that
was responsible for picking the ink, they
picked ink that should not have been
chosen for 2 job of that kind. T do not
know, when the Board were considering
this, whether they had before them any
guarantec that the work would be doae
in Manchester; but T do know that, cn
the mainland. there is a lot of dissatisfac-
tion because of the lirge amount of print
ing now heing done on the continent, in
the namne of Hnglish firms. Printing is
being done on the Continent and supphed
to customers in England as if it had been
done by English firms. The year that the
Guide was printed off the Island 1t was one
mass of mistakes. Pcople who write the
copy use a lot of contractions, and, anless
the working printer understands these
abbreviations, it means a lot of author's
corrections, I would like to know whethar
the price quoted wovered ull corrections.
or whether author's corrections had to he
an additional charge. If author’'s correc-
tions were to he charged for, the difference
of £135 would soon be wiped off. Were
these things censidered by the Board when
they congsidered the differcuce of £135°7
With regard to the pressure of printiag
wark, which some memlers have referrcd
to, it is in direct contradiction of what the
“Jglo of Man Examiner” said, four wecks
ago. iu_London. 1 was there in the

interests of the Manx printers, to see if
the Island could he put on a higher scale
of remuneration, and the argument used
on hehialf of the employers’ representatives
was, the great slackness of trade in the
printing grade for mine months in the
vear. I think that the majority of the
Beard, in deciding to place this order on
the Island, did the correct thing. Weo
have done & great desl te relieve the dis-
tress mmong the labouring class, this
winter; but we have done very little for
the artisan class, and we shonld do all in
our power to encourage work among that
olass in the winter, No local firm can sot
np machinery to deal with a job of this
description, if they can only be sure of
retting the joh one year.

The Receiver-General: It seems to me
that the Board of Advertising had no
right to ask for outside comtracts unless
they iuntended tto ncoept them. Tn all
eases in the Board with which I am con-
nected, if we ask for tenders we feel
bound to accept the lowest, or at least
give them ali due consideration. The
Beard had either to adopt that ecourse,
or they had two other courses open to
them. They could have given the order
to on: firm without regard to the price
o bo charged, or they eould ask an expert
to sec whether at the price quoted they
wero getting real value, T think that the
Adverflising Board have made b grent
blunder in acting as 1hey have, and in
telling English people that they need noh
aoply for Manx work. I hope that this
discussion will not get inte the Tngiish
papers, because if English people get to
know that when they made an honest
tender for wark, it would not he con-
sidered, it will be about the worst form
of advertiscment we can get. It will cer-
tainly do us more harm than spending
£1,500 here.

Mr Norris: The hon. member is quite
wrong in suggesting that this printing
firm is connected with any newspaper
in Manchester. Messrs Taylor, Garnett,
Evans & Co., were convected with the
‘Manchester Guardian,’’ but now they are
quite another firm, and there is no one
connected with the firm in the ‘“Man-
chester Guardian.’”?

The Reccsvier-Gemernd: T did not soy
they had; but if this gets into the English
papers, it will do more harm than if yon
never isswed any Guide at afl. We get
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money from the English visitor, :l.nd_ I
think that when an English firm applies
for work they should receive fair trent-
menb., T am not going into the merits of
the case, but the course which the Courk
adopts, will influence the policy of other
Boards. Let us do our work fairly and
squarely. I may say with regard to the
Harbour Board, we recentiy asked for
tenders for fiftecen tons of cement. There
was only very little between the highest
and the lowest. There was one from
Ramaey, one from Castletown, and one
from Tiverpool. The Liverpoo! tender
was £4 10s. lower than the other. The
Harbour Board adopted the English icn-
dar hecause of the principle involved. If
you act fairly you cannot depart froem
that., The procedure of tha Board «of
Advertising cannot be understood or ex-
plained, and T intend voting to send hack
thke men who have acted houourably. I
have known Mr Clunningham a long time,
and I know that he is a very important
member of the Board of Advertising, and
I hope that the Court wi'l return him to
advertise the Island in a husinesslike
way.

Mr Kermode: T would point out with
regard to my suggestion for nominating
the twe men who have resigneg, I believa
that all parties in this case have acted
honourably, and with the best intentions,
and I believe the Advertising Board in
future will work together for ihe interesis
of the Island.

The amendment ko wefer the mptter
back to a Committee of Tynwald was put
and Jost.

The Attorney-General: May X say a
word now on the motion before the Court.
[ feel that in the minds of the members
of the Court there is a certain wnount of
confusion. It scems to me there are two
guestions to be considered. The first 15-—
is @ Board of Tynwald bound to accept
the lowest tender? I doubt whether this
Court ought to express an opinion at ail.
1 think it is too cast-iron. Let us take
an illustration. Therc is a differcnce be-
tween a Manx and an Tnglish tender of
£20 odd. Now if wo adopt that as a
principle, they would have to take the
English  tender. I can see praclical
reasony why the Manx tender would bo
an actual saving of many pounds in the
end. You may be able to save freight

dartiage lofl foun, five, or six thomsand
ariicles, at a time. But the thing wants
a little more analysis , so T do not feel,
for mgyself, that I want to vote on the
principle. I think we must leave the
Boards to tale into consideration afl ihe
circumstances. If that principle were in-
volved, I do not know how I should vote.
T want these two members to bo returned
to the Board; but I do not want to vote
for them if, in voting for them, 1 am voting
for that principle. The other matter that
has got mixed up with this debate is the
question of the personal honour of certain
members of the Court. In eother words,
was this a job in favour of certain prin-
ters? I state my opinion for what 1t is
worth, as the debate has ovolved, any
evidence of that has gone by the board.
I do not like that matter of a tender being
sent in two days after it was due; T would
rather that did not happen. But, as a
matter of fact, the tenders were all opened
together. Then, after a weel, they seut
in a letter.

Mr J. D. Qualtrough: May I point ont
sou cannot refer to the letter. The letter
lias not been laid before the Board, The
Chairman got it in ‘there was a lower
tender. That was the only point in dis-
cussion. '

The Attorney-General: f
mously decided to ignore it. 1 do not like
the lower tender being sent in, The letter
simply says that they have hecome awave
from the paper manufacturers that the
price of paper had fallen, and they could
reduce £45 or £50. But, as o matter of
fact, ihe letter was not read, and the
Board ignored it. Tt was not, even then,
anywhere near the Jowest tender.
Now, that we have the whole thing ven-
tilated, we find that while there are one
or two incidents that are not very nice,
thore was nothing approaching a job, and,
on the whole, the Board judged this
matter fairly. While several members of
the Board have spoken, none of them
have told us why the lower tender from
the “Fxaminer’® was not accepted.

Mr Norris: For this reason — the
“Examiner’’ cow'd-ntot produce any quality
of work equal to what we require. They,
themselves, nlso said that they would have
to collaborate with an English firm.

Mr Cunninghem: “The Times" are do-
ing the same thing,

They unani-

=
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Mr Qualtrough: It is simply an accident
from the way the thing was put. There
was & motion and an amendmet. The
motion was for onme firm, and the amend-
ment was for the cheapest Manx firm.
T +think the origina! motion was that

Taylor, Garnett & Evans should get thoe-

job, and the amendment was that Brown
& Sons get the job; so the friends of
Erown & Sons completely cut out the
“Pxaminer.”’

Mr Norris: Beeause Broadbent’s had not
submitted the quality of paper or the
work that they had done. If we were to
go across the water, we might as well go
direch

Mr R. Cain: Not only that, but the
work that was produced was done by a
Manchester firm.

The Attorncy-General: Now that we
have ventilated the subject, wo can take
our conchusions that, on the whole, prob-
ably in detail, tho Board acted quile
honourahly; that two members resented
cirecumstances which should not ever oceur
again; that more strict care should be
taken in opening and dealing with these
tenders. T think we ean now send them
back again, feeling every canfidence that
the Board will work more harmoniously
in tha future, and that this will 1ot
oceur again,

Mr J. D. Clucas: After the remarks of
the Attorney-Gereral, I feel I must pro-
test against the impression that bo has
conveyed. T think this is about the moxt
nnsavoury question that has come hefore
Tynwald for a long time. To sav the
wholo matter has heen ciearel up, is to
tale a quite erronecus view; it only poes
to show that in getting tenders, and in
examining tenders, you have Lo be es-
tremely cautious that nobhing leaks out.
T think it'is almost an invariable rule that

“when tenders are sent in and opened, they
showld be decided at once, and no oppor-
tanity should be given for spreading the
nows outside. In a small place like the
Is'e of Man, to adjcurn dissussion on these
tenders for a’ week, and say that you are
not communicating with anybody is futile.
We kncw perfectly well that compotitors
in England would be well aware that thoss

-in the Isle of Man would hear everything.

1. have not the slightest doubt, in this case,

ihat these remarks went round, and it is
ridiculous for members of this Court and
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members of that Board to try to draw a
red herring ncross the path, by asking
would we be justified 1n sending the work
across the water. Have theser tenderers
had fair play? T do not think so for one
moment. T was glad to hear the hon.
member for Castletown state that, in ask-
ing the Fnglish firms to tender, it was to
givo them exaetly the same chance as anv
local man; becausze, nothing would tend
to give a worse namo to this Island than
ihat we should ask people on the other
side o tender simply for the sake of com-
paring them with our local tenders. 'To
suggest the idea that anybody acting on
that principle, and., at tho same time,
thinking they are acting fairly to these
people, s an extrnordinary condition of
mind which I, for one, cannot understand.

¥ quite agree that tho best thing would
_have been, in this case, to have referred

it to a small committee. Tnstead of that,
we have set out to wash ow dirty linen
m public. The matter lins heen, with all
its nauseating features, pretty well dis
closed. Hon. members have expressed
a hope it will not get across the wator.
"ieir hope is very innocent sand child-hke.
It strikes mo that mothing would plesse
newspaners of a certain type betler, than
t; circulate this far and wide. I do hope
ihat one resnlt of this discussion will be
to mako members of Boards more careful
ir. dealing with tenders in the future than
they have been in this case.

My Dalgleish: I wish fo associate my-
self with the admiration of the fwo hon.
members who have regigned their posilion
over this matter. 'They felt—and all sin-
core members of Boards would feel the
same—that the business was not conducted
on the right lincs. As a member of the’
Court, this, to my miud, sets up a very
awkward precedent. If we are to ask for
tonders for certnin work, and the Board
has decided beforeltand, and concluded
that a certain person must get that work,
what is going to become of our reputation
for honesty?

Mr Richard Cain: Yon have no right
to make that assertion. To assume that
nembers of the Board of Advertising had
decided to give the tonder te Brown &
Sons in the first instance, is [alse.

The Governer: I think the hon. mam-
hor implics very much more than he is
justified in doing.

Mr Dalgleish: I am concerned, as
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member, with other Boards—Are we to
act up to these tenders and do the best
with them, or, are we simply to push
aside everyone, and say one must get it?
I think, in the conduct of husiness in the
Isle of Man, this is a very bad precedent.
T1, debars competition. 1s it likely that,
wher tenders are asked for, that business
firms will compete, after this exhibition?
What is going to happen to the manage-
nient, of business in this lsland? It is
simply left to one firm, and it wilt he
known that only one firm will get the job,
and there is no need for anyone else to
apply. These people have got the Boaxd
of Advertising in therr grip, They can-
not move. They have no powar to move
when they do not get competition; and
it wiil be well circulated thai there will be
no use applying or tendering for any
business of the sort. It sets up a wrong
precedent, and I hope we shall send baek
the two members who resigned.

Mr R. C. Cain: T did not intend to
speak on this question; but, I am bound
to say that, to me, this is the most un-
adifying exhibition that I have seen in
this Tynwald Court since 1 have been a
memher. DBut, tho question 1 have to ask
myself, not being a member of the Heard,
in this—What particular object would any
member of that Board have in giving the
contract to any particular firm? When 1
lock over the names of the Doard, judging
from their names, I would not doubt but
that overy gentleman on that Board would
set honourably. {(*“You ate innocent!™)
1 never find persons guilty until 1 prove
them so. I was pariticularly struck with
the remarks of the hon. member for Ayre.
This is the point I do not like about the
whole business—He lahoured the question
very considerably, that the work should
he done in the Island. 1 agree. But, did
the hon. member, when they were consider-
ing the question, put that view hefore the
Board of Advertising, and that you musk
not ask for tenders acress the water? If
the lhon. member ddidi that, I commend
him. But, to come here and say, ‘“‘We
must keep the work on the Island,” only
provokes the «nestion—''Why Jid you ask
for tenders outcide the Tsland®’ 1 heliove,
if I had been a member of the Board of
Advertising, 1 would have voted with the
hon. member, to have kept it to tho
Island, if possible.  Unfortunately, one
cannot lelp thinkirg that there is sowme-
thing more in this business than has come

ouf; in the debate in this Court. What-
ever views we may lold politically, we have
no right o let that influence our dis-
cretion in doing public work., 1 cannot
Letp thinking, after all, that influcnce pre-
vailed: When I nominated the hon.
memher for South Douglas, this morning, I
did not wish to support the gentlemen who
had resigned from this Board, 1 thought
they had definitely made up their minds
to withdraw from the Board, when Mr
Norris said, if these gentlemen were re-
clected to the Poard, there would be other
resignations. T have full confidence in
the gentlemen who resigned; nor do I
doubt the honesty of other members who
have taken tho opposite view, With he
consent of Capt. Maddrell, T withdraw
lLis nomination 1f these gentlemen are pre-
pared to go back and work in the interests
of the Board. T trust that if, on a future
occasion, anything of this sort arises, a
comiittee will Se appointed to take
evidence, instead of washing fhe dirty
Jinen in public, as has been done in this
case

Mr W. Meore. Before I vote, I would
like to near sumething from all the men.-
bers of the Board of Advertising abont
resigning. The Court is very [likely %o
vote these gentlemen back to the Board.
If T thought the other members were not
agreenble to that, I would not vote for
it. Thers has been a lot said about wash-
ing dirty 1fnen. That would not have
been said so often, if the other members
of the Board had cleared the ground. Tdo
nnt sce anything to charge ibe Advertizsing
Board with, except the action of the Chair-
man. The Chairman voted to give the con-
tract to Brown & Sons, Ltd., when ae
knew the contents of their revised tender.
There was a letler received from the
Master Printers’ Association; and, yet,
two gentlemen in the Cowrt whoe are
master printers say they knew nothing
about the despatch of that letter. I do
not see how that could happen. (“Votei™)

The motion was put for the re-clection
of Messrs Cunningham and J. D. Qual-
trough. This being apreed to, the sub-
ject dropped.

WAR PENSIONS COMMITTEL.

The Governor: The next ilem is ““War
Pensions Commitiee.—Appointment of a
memher in place of Deemster Callow,
Tesigned.’’

War Pensions Commiittee.
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The Speaker: I heg to propese the hon.
member for Middle, Mr Charles Gill, as
a member of the War Pensions Committee.
He is on the spot, and can attend meci-
ings easily.

Mr A J. Tears seconded the motion
and it wa$ carried unanimonsly. :

HARBOUR EBOARD EXPENDITURE.

The Recsiver-General moved the follow-
ing rosolution:

That the Treasurer of the Isle of Man be
authorized to pay to the Isle of Man Harbour
Commissioners a sum not exceeding £4,860,
to be applied toward the maintenance of the
harbours of the 1siand, such sum to be in
addition to the sum of £17,689 3s 9d, voted
by the Court on the 3rd June, 1921, such sum
to be provided as follows:—

From current revenue ...... £3,000 0 0

From passenger tax and
harbour dues account .... 1,860 0 0
£4,860 0 0

The Receiver-General. We have passed
through an exceptional year, unprece-
denled in ‘the history wof the Harbour
Board. We have not purchased anything
new: we have not even from this money
incurred the expenditure of purchasing an
extra spade. We have not undertaken
any new work, or indulged in new enter-
prises. We have simply gone on .in the
usual course, and purpose expending tho
estimate and nothing more than tle
estimate which we submitted Lo the Court
in Mareh of last year. But, as the Court
will knew. we were faced with events
wlich put us to a test as to what we
should do under certalin circnmstances.
Usually, when the season commences in
the Tde of Man, a numher of the om-
plovees ol the Harbour Board simply go
their own way, prosecute their vwn call-
ing. We expected that would take place
this year as usual; that is, that about half
of our staff, in Douglas particulary,
would leavo us, and take up their quarters
on iHhe Pier, as portery, ete., and we
would be relieved of payment of the wages
required to pay them. This year, not a
man went, not a single individual, and
the Board was faced with an amount of
memployment in existence. The ques-
tion then for us wus, are we going lo
sack those men, and swel' the army cof
unermployed, or can we usefully employ
them and tide over the present cmergency
in the hope that 1t will come to an end.

Unfortunately, the year has been a year
af unemployment. I must apologise for
doing so, hut we really found some useful
employment in the yard for the men, and
continued to pay them, and a sum of
£3,400 in respect of Dogulas was spent
absnlutely in wages. We have spent that
much moere than what we intended when
we started the year. OFf course, it is not
always possible to estimate accurately.
Sometimes the Board may be overspent,
and sometimes underspent. This sum of
£3,200 has been spent in the town of
Douglas on wages to men, who, I think,
wero fairly usefully employed; it was nnt
absolutely wasted, it was not charity or
pauperism, but we were getting a fair
peturn on the amoney spent. We ven-
tured on that, without the Court’s cou-
sent. Perhaps we may be chastised in the
Court for not altering the estimate, or
making further suggestions in order to
do this particular work. We have mac-
adamised tho North and South Quays; we
have set up a stone-hreaker, which nas
been the property of the Harbour Board
for twenty years or more, and which has
nover been put into use until this year,
Wo have been continuing in employment
all the men it was possible to utilise in
doing that, and in quarrying and crushing
stone, and other work, and we have a
quantity of stone prepared for purposes
that the Board may require in the mnear
future, which wo consider & fair asset as
against this expenditure, Therefore, I
an not saying the mouey is lost. Tt is
spent, but nat lost. Then we come to the
next expenditure with regard to Yort
Soderick. Everyone will know that there
is an industry there, & very enjoyable sua
trip springing up from the Victoria Pier
to the creek at Port Soderick. We want
to foster and encourage any industry of
that sort, not only for the sake of the
money to be get out of it, but we want to
malke opportunities for enjoyment for our
visitors. Wo did, in our estimate, pro-
vide for £200 to be spent for this particu-
lar purpose, but it is like many eother
things, you cannot exactly estimate the
work which is 10 bo done in the year.
Weo had to employ divers and run a barze
to lift the boulders from the landing, and
we cit! spend more without fairly estima-
ting ic the first instance, what the amount
of the work would cost, and we were astray
a sum of about £150 in that particular,

Harbour Roard Expenditure.
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Then we como to Port St. Mary, There
is in Port St. Mary a source of great
danger since the brdakwatdr has heen
sracted, There is a set-off under the sca
on the side of the breakwanter that is
used by vessels, and when vessels are
moored there, with the receding tide they
sometimes stick on it. Some receive
damage, but the Harbour Board and this
Court have been fortunate that there has
never been a claim made up to the
present. Although we know vessels have
stuck on that ridge, and might bave re-
ceived damage, the Harbour Board were
desirous of removing that. In this year
wa have spent £150, and we have ahout
half-way removed it.” It is all divers
work, and it i3 a slow process, as the
Court will appreciate, and,’ being under
the sea, it is very costly, and we have
over-spent our estimate in Port St. Mary
by £150. Then we come to Port Jrin;
thers we have exceeded our estimates hy
£60, owing to tbe collupse of a boundary
wall. Hon. members who know Port Erin,
will remember there is a cliff on the souih
side of the harhour, and on the top of
that cliff there is a stone wall. The earth
parh of that precipice works away in the
weatlier, and frequently we have falls of
© the boundary, and it 15 & most difficult
task to get it repaired. We have spent
L£60 in repairing that. Then we have the
question of honuses. Wo knew that
bonuses would 1o required, and we sawl
at the early part of the year, whatever
the bonuses were, we would ask the Couvt
to vole £820 to complete the bonuses in
the same way as boruses are paid to other
oficers in the Isle of Man. Then we have
another item—a sum of £460, which was
spent by the Boeard in re-surfacing the
quay at Peel.  When the camp was ihere,
there wore rmails ldid from thoe railway
atation to the end of the Pier Ty the
military—bhy the Board of Works, or the
camp authoritics, When the camp came
to an end, we requested ihe authorities
1o replace the surface of the quay in ils
former condition. They snggested we
sheuld do it. It has beeu done, and we
have spent £460. We hope to get the
mroney back. but it has not come yet, and
in the meanfime wo want to balance our
accounts, When the audit takes place on
the 31st March, we have got to have
square accounts, zud wo hegin on April
Ist, without a penny or any halanco to

our credit. Now that maies a total of
£4.860, which T now ask the Caurt {o grant
to us, merely to balance ocur aceounts,
We nnmit have that, av I (o not know
what positivn the Board will find tiself in
when tho auditor eomes and finds a delit
Takance. I hope the Court will justify
our aclion in cansing employment at o
time when unemployment wns very acute
indeed. T hope the Court will grant this
modest sum 1o tide us over t¢ another
year, ’

Mr A. Qualtrough: I beg to sceond the
propositicn zo ahly put by ihe Receivor-
General, T would like to point out thae
I have a certain amount of stspicion with
regard to this grant being kepi back from
the harbpurs, I have a suspicion that
there 15 some person from this side been
wanting to show what fino people they are,
and has written to somcbody else across
the water to try and get some sort of
promoiion, whether financial or otherwise,
I don't know, but T helieve they are using
the Manx peopls as stepping stones te the
honour. T hope His Excellency will put
it straight to the Treasury when he writes
next time dbout this Harbour Board, that
tho Manx nation is more than half Irigh.
(Taughter).

The motion was carried.

OIVIL REGISTRATION ACTS.

Tho Deemster Callow moved :

That the Treasurer of the Isle of Man be
authorized to apply from the current revenue
of . fmand, 2 sum not exceeding £ow, tor
the purpose of defraying. during the year
ending 31st March, 1922, the expences wunder
the Civil Registration Acts; sueh sum to be
in addition t0 the sum of £548 voted by the
Court on the 3rd June, 1921.

The Deemsier LaMathe: I beg to sccomt
that.—Agreed,

MURRAY HOUSE.

Mz Cunningham moved -

That the Treasurer of the Isle of Man be
suthorized to apply from the current revenue
of this Island, a sum not exceeding £50, for
the purpose of defraying, during the vyear
ending the 3lst March, 1922, Murray House
oxpenses, such sum to be in addition to the
sum of £240 voted hy the Court on the 4th
June, 1921,

He continued: This is not an oxtra ex-
pense ai all. Tt is simply n matter of
book—kgepmg. We have been in the hakit
of paying on the rates and taxes out of
one fund, but now each particular portion

Civil Registration Acts, —Murray House.
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of the Trustees’ property is separalely

assossed, and the amount chargel for that

particular building. This is £30 for rales

and taxes ou Murray House, instead of

being charged to the General Fund.
Agreed.

DANGERQUS GOODS ACTS.
The Deemster Callow moved:

That the Treasurer of the Isle of Man he
authorized to apply from the ¢urrent revenue
of this Island, & sum of £, for the ypurpose
of defraying, during the vyear ending 31st
March,. 1922, expenses under the Dangerous
Goods Acts, such sam to be in addition to the
sum of £56 voted by the Court on the 4th
June, 1921.

Mr A. Qualtrough: Why has it gone
down to £5f It used to be £40, und this
is the oniy thing 1 have seen lower since
the war.

The motion was earried.

ST, MARY’S CHAPEL, CASTLETOWN.

Tne Decinster Callow mored:

That the Treasurer of the Isle of Man be
authorized to apply from the current revenue
of this Island, o sum not exceeding £12, for
the purpose of making the final payment in
connection with the expenses of S§t. Mary's
Chapel, Castletown, such sum to be in addi-
tlon to the sum of £40 voted by the Court on
rhe 4th June, 1921,

It was agreed to.

GOVERNMENT PROPERTY
TRUSTEES.

Mr Cunningham moved :—

That the Treasurer of the Isle of Man be
authorized to apply from the ocurrent revenue
of this Island, a sum not exceeding £150, for
the purpose of defraying the expenges of Lhe
Government Property Trustees for the year
ending 31st March, 1922, such sum to be in
addition to the sum of £2,085 voted by the
Court on the 3rd June, 1921,

He said : This ia the same as the amount
mentioned before. Jt is a matter in con-
nection with rates and taxes, and I beg
to move it.

Mr J. D. Clucas: That is the amount
in Yeu of rates and taxes, I suppose?

Mr Cunningham: Yes.—Agreed.

GOVERNMENT PROPERTY

TRUSTEEI.—WAR MEMORIAL,

Mr Cunupingham moved :(—

That this Court approve of the purchase by
the Clovernment Property Trustees, of o

parcel of land, containing one acre thirty-
five perches, part of the estate of Ballahowin,
in the parish of German, adjoining the path-
way from 8t. John's Church to Tynwald Hill,
for the sum of £300, the Trustees agreeing to
provide and maintain all boundary walls,
and the purchase meney to be paid by the
Government agurer from the war
memorial vote.

Mr  Cunningham (comtinuin said:
This is for the purchase of a gtli-p of
land =t St. John's. It was thought
that there wns always a risk of some-
body going an to the land and building
something objectionable near to  the
mound, and the possession of it would
give us & far better place for the mem-
orial, It is a very valushle asset,
greatly to be desired. The oost will
come out of the amount voted for the
War Memorial,
Mr Corrin: I beg to second it.

Mr Bridson: What iz the rateable
value of thia piece of land, for approxi-
mately £150 an acre ia a large price for
purely agricultural lard. In addifion., I
think the Government Property ‘I'ustees
have undertaken to put up a fence. It
appears to me as if they were paying a
great deal more for the land than it 1s
worth, and that somebody was putting
up the price because they saw a chance
of getting an extravagant value for it.

Mr Oumningham: You cannot wxpect
to get a pieco of land out of & man’s
estate, and geh it at an agricultural
price, and £150 in that position does nat
soom to me to be very dear., I don’t
think it is very unreasonable.

Mr Kermode: It is a long length of
agricultural land edjoining the Tynwald

ground, It is o fringa, and not like a
square in the corner of a field. (Hear,
hear). )

The resolution was passed.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOARD —CAR
FOR THE INSPECIORS.

Mr J. D. Clucas moved :— .

That tae Tressurer of the Isie of Mon be
authorized to apply from the current revenu®
of this Island, a sum not exceeding £215, for
the purpose of providing & motor car for the
use of the Looal Government Board Inspec-
tors, such sum to ba in addition to the sum
of £31.716 voted by this Qourt on the 4th June,
1921, for the expenses of the TLocal Govern-
ment Board.

He aaid: The Local Government Board
have decided that it would he advanta-

Pangerous Goods Acts,—8t. Mary’s Church,
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geous to purchase a Ford car for the
inspectors.  Ab  presemt, if they have
to go to Bride or Jurby, they have {o
spend half a day or more on one case.

+Mr Ambrose Qualtrough: I heg o

second it. I am’ sure this Ford car is
a thing that the NLocal Governmend
Board inspector requires. If any person
i3 unfortunate encugh to go before the
Local Government Board to poins out
any irregularities with respect to any
of the bye-laws, or anything of that

sort, it will be very handy for the Local

Government Board to send - théir  in-
spector to see these people the person
had complained about, and tell all that

has. been said in the Local Government
Board room, and especially by the Chair.
man of the Local Government Board, the
comments he has mzde .after o person

has left the room. Tt will also he very
handy for the Local Government Board
inspector to go round and try to per-

guade .the people of this Island that fthe
diseawe a certain man had, who was in
the Hospital at Ramsey, was renlly an-
thrax. and that the beast that dicd had
“really the anthrax, and was not choked,

“Mr Callister : Is this motor ecar bein_g
purchasad in view of the extra wors
the Board of Agriculfure imspector will
have now in regard to the Catile Breed-
ing Bill, secing tlat they have {o 1D-
apect all the animats? Do they real‘ly
think the taxes will meet: the expenses?

Mr J. D. Clucas: This is the - Local
Government Board. N

Mr Corrin: I should like to ask if the
present dutics of the inspectar swarraut
the purchasing of a car, or whether the
Board have in prospect the passing  of
the Local Government Board amenu-
ment, Bill? .

Mr R. O. Cain: I don’t know what re-
lation the car has to the Chairman of
the Board. as raferred to vy the . hon.
member, Mr Amhbrose Qualtrough. I
think it will be a saving in  the end to
purchase, this car.

The motion was carried.

"LOGAL, AUTHORITIES.—BORROW-
INGS AND COMPULSORY
PURCHASES.

The Attorney-General moved:—

Whereas, under the provisions of the Local
Government Acts, local - amuthorities may
borrow money on such terms and for such
purposes a8 ‘Tynwald may by resolution
ADProve.

And whereag, numercus applications aro.

"made o Tynwald fon approval of berrowing,

but it has been found difficult for "Tynwald
to aufficiently investizate such applications
or to determine how far the schemes proposed
were nocessary or desirable, having regard to
the financial position of the local authorities

And whereas, application for borrowing
largo sums of money will be made to Tyn-
wald in the near future, and it i desirable
that Tynwald should be fully informed as to
the present financial position of the local
authorities, and advised as to the oxtent to
which borrowings may safely he made, and
also, that machinery may be set up to enable
a. Board or Committee of Tynwald to examine
all applications for borrowing in advance,
and that a report . of such committee, or
board, should be before Tynwald when such
applications are considered.

And whereas, Jocal Autherities are often
deterred from aoquiring compulaorily pro-
perty required by them for the purpose of
their district, owing to the expense and delay
involved in the present system for compul-

- sory purchase, and it is desirable that more

expeditioua and less expensive nachinery
should be provided for such purpose. )
Besolved—That & Committee of Tynwald he °
appointed ’
(1) To consider the exlsting metuod of
enabling lozal autherities to borrow
money, and to report what alterations
should be made to enable Tyowald to
dea] more expeditiously with such appli-
cations and to determine how far the
financial position of the local author-
ities justifies them in undertaking the
schemes for which #such borrowing
poweérs are sought and the terms on

which such powers should he granted.
{2) To examine and report to Tynwald the
present financial position of the loeal
authorities, and to what extent such
local authorities can, with reasonable
financial safety, exercise their borrowing

powers,
(3) To consider 1ihe existing method of
enabling the local anthorities to

exercise their powers of compulsery pur-
chaze, and %o report to Tynwald any
alterations that are neeessary to enable
such powers to be exercised movre sxpe-
ditionsly and with less expense than the
nresent system involves, such committes
to have power to take evidence.

Continuming, the Attorney-General said:
The motion deals wilh two matters.
There 15 the question of ‘horrowing
hy  local authorities, and the othor
is  the compulsory purchase hy local
authorities. 1 will deal very shortly
with it. The present machinery to
enable authoritics to aecquire property
compulsorily is very old. It was «drawn
with unusually elaborate prccautions, so
a8 to protect the owners of private
property.. It is an eliborate, delaying,

Local Authorities.—Borrowings
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and unquestionably very oxpensive mach- | Port. the Board decide whether or net
inery. Tt requires the consent of 'Tyn- | the powers shall ho granted. In con-
wald before any purchase can be made . trast with that careful ana systcmatiu

at all; then the matter poes through the
procedure under the Land Clauses Act;
there 13 to be notice fo treat. and . offem
of wvaluations and arbitration. The
whole cost invariably falls on the Jlocal
authority. After the arbitration, there
are the releases from mortgages, and
what not. The whole thing is s0  in-
‘volved that the local authorities. in
many cases, rather than exercise  their
powers, consider it cheaper to pay an
excessive price ratlier than run the risk.
It is not uncommon for costs and in-
cidentals to exceed the total amount of
the purchase. The cost of the Maughold
Lighthouse is o glaring illusbration.
The cost of purchasing a bharren rock was
iwice as much as tlie purchase money.
In England, in 1918 and 1919, the pro-
cedure for acqmsition of properties In
this way was reviewed hy the Legisla-
ture, and the time has come Tn the Isle
of Man when it should alse be reviewed.
so that, once a public authoriny
satised this Court that certain property
is absolutely required, the most simple
and _inexpensive machinery can come
into opefztion. The powér of the local
anthorties to borrow momey, which i3
one of their most impertant fusctions,

comes in one of two forms, either by
special  Act authorising someo specal
undertaking. or umndef a resoiution aof .
Tynwald on an application from the
local authority. The pomnt T wan: to
cmphasiss is that Tynwald is the unlbi-
matte authority for all borrowings by
local aunthorities. (Hear, hear). That

view is the view taken by 1lizs Majenly's
Government. His Majesty’s Goverrment
will not lock al any quesfion of tha
local authorities’ Tesponsibility for bor-
rowing; they look o Tynwalil. Lhe
powers exercised by Tymwald are cver-
cised in England, in the main, by ~he
Local Government Board; a.d. when an
avthority in England tures to exercize
borrowing mpowers, the procedure 1s
careful, scientific, and detailad. When
an application comes in. a iurm s seat
out with a very lengthy question iist. A
careful analysis of the lecal anthorily’s
financial position has to bo given, & pub-
e inguiry is held. and an experi officinl
sent down. He invesiigaces it,  locks
into the purpose for wilch it is reqiiced.
reports to the Board, and, on his re

has -

| -position of the district.

operation, we cannot help heing struck
with the casual and very superficial super-
vision we exorcise in Tynwald, A local
authority desires to borrow money. 'bey
present a ipebition, counsel appears, aud
some official of the district 18 called,
It is taken at thc¢ end of the Court,
everybody is anxious to pet  away, no
kind of invesfigation i possible. or ever
takes place, as to what is {he crue finan-
cial position of the district. Can they
stand the work? Is 1t a2 necessitv or 1s
it & luxury? Is it & thing the distriet
is justified in embarking upon? Arc they
giving too much?®  All these kinds of-
important questions siply cannot be
dealt with in # tiribural such as we
-have, and with the machinery such as
we can seb up  When the MacDouuell
Committee visited the Isle of Man sev-
eral years ago, ih one passage in their
report, they ralsed very serious gues-
{tons as to wheihér or not the financial
condition of certain local auiliorities 1n
the Islo of Man did not call for a careTul
investigation. They raised the question,
and when the next appheation came from
that district, = Committee was ap-
pointed to consider it, und they, to a
‘cartain extent, went into the mattor,
They pointed out what ought to be
pointed out.  Against the debt of the
district there were tangrble assets, but
for 10 or 12 years no etiort had been
made to take into acceunt the financinl
Maost of us
are new members of Tynwald—having
become members during the last 12
years—and the posfiion of the local au-

thorities is such that w& should quidtly
and carcfully. intorm onurselves of the
exact financial position of the distriets i1n
respect to which we have the control of -
the borrowing powers. T have only 1o
mention  the biggest district  in the
Isiand—the Borcugh of Douglas, At
present the deht of the Borough exceeds
£650,000, There are schemes that will
come before -us in fhe next few montMs
which ‘will add to that débt a sum of
another .£100,000.  There 13 the clectrle

- lighting, housing, and other malters that

the Court is well aware of, that wifl
raise that sum to three-quarters of a

million. That is a large sum, but 1 am
not suggesting that it is too luge, I
want to take the opportunity of saying

" Tocal Authsrities.—Borrowings
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that I Know thsi, against that large sum,
they have marketable assets to & very
large extent indeed. (Hear, hear).
But it is desirous that there must be.
in every district, a limit t& which money
.shoudd Dbe horrowed. s Jt is a gquestion
of safety, and of wise government, and
sanity, and statesmanship. A  publc
authority is much the same as an ind-

vidual. Every wise man says to fim-
«self: “I havo certain needs, and 1 have

certain resources; tihere are certain things

- 1 must do, provide eclothing, {6od, ete..
end there are many things that. 1 de.
uight in; but which of these 1 can do
depends entirely upon my resources.”
He cuts his ooat according to his ciofi,
't would be very mice imdeed if every
man owned a Daimler or a Roile1}oycee,
vut he may not be able o afford it, and
.nay not he satisfied with a_yery modest
car, ]

A Voice: A Ford?

The Attorney-General: Yes,
He has to decide how he is placed, and
act accordingly A local authority 18
exactly the samo. Thare are certain
things they must do. They must pro-
vide water, sanitary arrangements—the
elements of health—and, heyond that,
are things that are more or less in the
class of tihe desirable—often exfremely
“desirable—but whether they are wise and
statesmanlike things depends upon the
financial condition of the district. It
would be charming to Have every Tis-
trict lit with electrie light, but if the
district cannot afford it they would prob-
ably be satisfied with gas, and, if they
could not staud gas, they wounld do as
they do at Crosby—put an oil lamp on
a pole at the four roads, and get along

a4 Ford.

with that. There is a point at which
a Jocal authority can indulge itself in
expenditure for its own improvement.

and it 13 our business to say, when that
point has been reached, that they are
responsible for.  There is, of course, a
limit on the possibility of a district to
stand rates. If the hon. member for
Michael was here, he would certainly
say: ‘‘Yes. education rates.” Ip Dou-
glas the boarding-house business is oar-
ried on in houses wliose rateable values
are anything from £100 to £300 or
£400. It is an axiom of Douglas that
we have gob to keep our tariffs below the
tariffs of corresponding places in  Eng-
land, because people must take into ac-
count that they have a sea voyage,

which is an expensive luxury. They
have got to have some ecomomy in the
Iile of Man that will compensate them
for that exira expenditure. and we have
always been thls cheapest place where one
could spend a holiday. 'The ecomomy
that has always bheen possible is this—
that we are blessed with svch a lovely
Island outside our towns, so overflowing
with charming attractions that we have
nevor been under the compulsion of
spending our money in going to other
watering places. 8o it is an  acknow-
ledged thing that our raites should be so
low that it enables the boarding-house
keepers to adjust their tariffs to the com-
dilions under which they carry om their
work. Some will say: “Yes, but that
ia a matter for the conzidenation of the
local authorities.” T agree that they
have this responsibility, but that does
not deprive Tynwald of the eerious re-
spomsibliity, amd eventually the Bills we
pass, and the ratcs we make, have afl
got to go up to London for approval, so
it is essential thad Tynwald should make
it known to the English Government that
we are cxercisng a careful, and free,
and judicial control over the financial
powers of the Island. Some people will
point to our local rates, which are very
low, and would say that our loeal au-
thorities can get money on terms that
are unknown in England. 1 am glad to
say that, so far as I can see, the confi-
dence which the public is showing in our
local authorities is well founded, but it
is just at that point that we are wise in
making our inguiries. It is no good
shuthing the stable door when the horse
has goue, and there are districts in Eng-
land where the rates are now more than
20s in the L. and I &m sure many of
those districts are wishng they had over-
hauled their finances hefore they got
into such a condition. My resolution is
not prompted by any fecling of bos-
tility to the local authorities; no feeling
of sugpicion or distrust, Oun the con-
trary, if there is any idea at all behind
ib, it is the idea to assist them, to give
them the 'best possible advice that Tyn-
wald can give them, and to assist them
in exercising their proper functions. If
greater care nnd caution are reguired,
they will be so advised, but, on the
other hand, if everything is cntirely
satisfactory. then these authorities will
face the schemes with a much cleaner

and easicr conscience. The resolution

Local Authorvities,—Borrewings
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divides itself under two heads, the secomd
being to consider whether or not -the
time has come to sot up some kind of
machinery similar to what they have in
England, a system whereby every appli-
eation is roferred first to the Local Gor-
crnment Board; then we come to this
Court accompanied by their repords; but,
il not the Iocal Government Board,
some special tribunal can be sev up. 1t
would lead to comsistency of practice. I
ain sure. It is so easy for a Board like
the Local Govermment Board to say 1n
private to a local authority that they
think they are giving too much for the
property, whereas if we said ii here, the
thing is so public that 1t would produce

ilifeeling, and probably do more harm
in the end then good. 1 propose the
motion.

Mr J. D. Clucas: Irise to second
this proposal, because I must say I agree
very largely with many of the statements
of the learned Attorney-General, that we
considor applications from local authorities
in far too perfunctery a manner. There
is a great tendency to leave them to the
end of the agendn, and take them in the
last half-hour. Members are anxious to
cateh their train, with tho result that we
do not give them any real busimess con-
sideration, and when we have certainly no
time to go into the finansial pesition as to
whether they can stand the expenditure
or not. The Attorney-General referred to
1he Departinental Committee’'s report and
their comment, that the borrowing powers
of the {orporstion of Douglas were very
much i1 exoess of mmilar towns in Eng-
land.  After that report was issued, on
the next application of the Corporation
of Douglas, a Committee was appointed,
who went fully into the financial aspect,
as we felt, in view ol the Maclonnell Com-
mittee's report, it necessary to make in-
quiries, I was a member of that Com-
rcittee, I am the only member left. The
chairman was the learmed Attorney-
General's predecessor in office, and he can-
not bo described as being partial to Dou-
glas, because on almost every application
that came up he was one of their most
gevere critics, The other members were
Mr W. T. Crennell, Mr W. M. Kerruish,
Mr J. T. Cowell, and myself; so that the
Committea canot bo desoribed as a weak
committee, That Committee went fully
into the finances of Douglas, and I would

just like {0 rofer to one or two statements
in their report dealing with the indobted-
ness of Douglas.  The report states :—

"The total indebtedness of Douglaa
amounts to about £656,896, inclusive of the
amount t0 be paid for Villa Marina, but of
this, only the sum of &£206,892 has been
borrowed under the Local Government Aot,
which corresponds to the FEnglish Public
Health Acts, end, as the rateable value of the
town is £164,427, the debt incurred for the
purpose of such Acts, instead of being three
times, is only equivalent to rather more than
one and a quarter times the rateable value.
Thus, if the law of this Island prescribed,
which it does neot, a statutory limit as in
England, Douglas would be well within that
limit, The remainder of the dcbt has beer
incurred in expenditure under the authority
of special Acte, Fuch as the Water and Loans
Act, 1890, tho West Baldwin Water Act, 1899,
the Town improvement, Acts, 1889 to 1891, the
Crescent Improvement Act, 1887, etc. Borrow.
ings for such purposes are in England also,
as a rule, made under special Acts, and the
limit imposed by 1the Public Health Acts has
no application to them.

It ia obviously diflicult to draw a general
compurison between Dgouglas and municipal-
ities in England with respect to debt. The
Town Clerk of Doupglas has obtained and laid
before the Committee informationr on the
subject with respect to several towns in
IEngland, which, in his opinion, may fairly be
compared with Douglas. This infermation im
set forth in the report, and assuming its
securacy, which thoy eece no reagon to doubt,
the Committee can discover no ground for
supposing that, in the matter of borrowing
for purposes not coming within the scopa of
the Local Government Acts, Dougias does not
compare favourably with other towns of a
wimilar class in England.””

“Whilo the Committeo are strongly of
opinion that it is the duty of Tynwald to
watch with extreme care all applications for
munijeipal borrowings, and to recognige to the
full the grave responsibility which rests upon
Tynwald in exercising this jurisdiction, they
feol hound to say thoat, so far asg the facts
brought before them, and so far as they
know, before the Departmental Committes
aleo, dieclose no adequate ground for alarm.”

The Committee (Mr Clucas continued)
were mmanimous,on that point, hut as to
the advisability of the proposed work, they
were ab variance, 1 understand that since
that time thete have been inquiries from
the authorities on the other side of the
water, and I am, thercfore, very glad, to
quote the words of the Attorney-General.
that the authoritiecs on the other side
recognise the fact that Tynwald is the
right authority to question the indebted-
ness of the loeal authoritics. That being
60, I agree with him that it would be a
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wise thing to set up a system to examine
the financial position of these authorities
from time to time. I do not quite under-
stand, however, proposal No. 2, unless it
is proposed te inquire as to the present
financial safety of authorities. I rather
question tlie necessity for that. 1 do net,
however, propose to oppose it, as I have
seconded the proposal. I think that all
applications should be referred to a com-
mittee of this Court to examine the finan-
cial position of the loeal authorities; that
should be a part of every application that
comes from them.  As regards No. 3,
there is no question that some change is
necessary in connection with the methods
for the compulsory purchase of land. The
Attorney-General has pointed out that the
costs very often exceed those paid by the
purchaser or received by the vendor, and
it is & great burden on all purchases. I
was forcibly reminded of that in the pur-
chase of the land for Maughold Head light-
house. I was one of the arbitrators, and
I tried io restrict the evidence, because in
that case the arbitrators were appointed
because of their knowledge of the land
neocssary, and, i my opnion, ‘it was,
therefore, - not necessary to call so many
witnesses as to the value of the land, 1
did not succeed because of the nation
among Manxmen, that all witneses avail-
able must be hoard, and this added greatly
to the expense.  1f the Commitiee who are
to make the inquirics can devise some
means whereby arbitration and the com-
pulsory purchase of land can be cheapened,
they will be doing work of real value, be-
cause the present method is a great de-
terrent on works of public importance.

The Roceiver-General: There are one
or two points mentioned that I wish to
refer to, not that I have very much fo =ay.
One of the first things that wo usnally do
is to refer applications to the T.ocal Gov-
ernment Hoard, but if that is to be the
noliey one of our first considerations will
have to be to increase the members on that
Board. Three or four men are not a large
enough Board to consider matters of this
sort, and I cousider that a larger Board
is mueh more serviceahile, because xou have
more opinions and views and ventilation
given to the subject matter. If it is the
intention to use the Local Government
Board for this purpose, at least the Local
Government Board will have to be in-
creased over the present number. If, in

the first instance, application is made to
the Local Goverrment Board, the next
course is the application in Tynwald, who
should appoint a special committee to in-
vestigaty. and not rush matters through in
every case to appoint a Commijttee to in-
vestigate and not rush matters through in
the hasty manner we do. T cousider, what
ever course is adopted or recommendation
made by the Committee here set up, that
they will not make the net too big, but
that they will make it careful and close.
When we are altering the machinery, let
us he on the safc side, so that we can
ascertain the real truth and the real facts.
I hope that the Court will always have
2 apecial committee for all propusals that
come before the Court. -

Mr Richard Cain: With regard to Part
IT., to inquire to see how far borrowing
powers can safely be exercised. How can a
committee possibly tell that as the gues-
tion of safety depends what the money is
borrowed for? Tor instance, if it was
for gas works, which would pay interest
and sinking fund, and contribute towards
ihe rates, it would be quite a different
thing from building a new promenade. I
don’t see how a committee can tie the local
authorities down to anything, as it de-
pends entirely on what they are going to
spend the money. I would have thought
that this would have been recognised.
Douglas borrowing for the clectrie light
undertaking is quite different from Ram-
sey borrowing for the Mooragh, which
means a large rate on the town. The
safety point depends on the object, 50 that
T think that the terms of reference in No.
2 should be altered.

Mr Proston: 1 wish to support this
motion, chiefly in the hope that the Com-
mittec will ascertain a better method than
that in existence for local authoritics to
exercise powers of compulsory purchase,
I have a very vivid recollection of a loeal
authority having to purchase land worth
£100, but after they had put the Land
Clanses Act into operation the cost was
£1,000. Tt is quite time that some less
expensivo method was devised.

Deemster Callow: This question has
been before the Tynwald Court Standing
Orders Committee, and they recommend
that all matters brought forward by local
authorities should, in the first insbance, be
referred to the Local Gevernment Board o
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report to Tynwald. I merely mention this
to show that the Standing Orders Commit-
tee wero of the same opinion as the learned
Attorney-General.

Mr Callister: Do I understand that the
local authordities are to have increased
poweis of compulsory purchase? 1f, for
instance, a man required to carry out some
drainage, he mighi, get the local authority
to carry it out, as it would be less expensive
than if he did it himself

The Attorney-iensral: It will not affect
tlie private powers of compulsory purchasec.

Mr Callister: It might be possibie for
him to ask the local authorities to do it
“for him.

Mr Norris: Speaking as a member for
Douglas, the local authority fully recog-
nise vhe right of Tynwald t¢ the very
fullest information and inquiry, and I fully
support it.

Mr Kermode: When lecal authorities
rialve application to borrow, I am quite
satisfied that Ty:wald should lave the
fullest information, but I can see no rea-
son for the second proposal. A beiter

method is to mako the fullest inquiries
wheu the application comes hefore us, and
I move as an amendment that clause 2
be struck out,

Mr Ambrose Qualtrough: I second the
amendment. I have been a member of
this Court quite a while, and I remember
on one oceasion Douglas had an application
to purchase Villa Marina. It was called
the Kursaal at that time, and has Teen o
curse to Douglas ever since. They got to
know that there certain ratepayers op-
posed to the application, and they deceived
the Court.

The Attorney-General:
Court will leave No. 2.

Mr Kermaode: My point is that the in-
quiry will involve a lot of time, and that
the inquiry is unnecessary.

Tha Attorney-General ;. I assure the hon.
member 1t is necessary.

Mr Kermode withdrew the amendment,
and the motion was agreed to.

The Court adjourned till the following
day, Wednesday, March 8, at 11 o’'clock.

I hope that the

e i R AD AEIAL G ———
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