
TYNWALD COURT. 
DOUGLAS, TUESDAY, MARCH 7, 1922. 

• 

Present: The Lieut.-Governor. In the 
Council: The Lord Bishop, Deemsters Cal-
low and LaMothe, the Attorney-General, 
the Reeeiver-Generai!, Messrs J. R. Ner-
rnish, R. B. Quilk, J. L. Goldie-Taubman, 
W. C. Southward, and Jos. Cunningham. 
In the Keys: The Speaker (Mr G. F. 
Clucas), Messrs E. Canister, F. S. Del-
gleish, G. B. Kermode, E. J. Curphey, J. 
D. Clucas, Daniel Teare, Richard Cain, W. 
Nermeen, G. Preston, C. Gill, T. G. 
Brid.son, J. R.. Corrin, A. Qualtrough, W. 
Moore, C. R. Shimmin, A. H. Teare, S. 
Norris, R. C. Cain, Alfred Teare, G. 
Maddrell, and J. D. Qualtrough. 

Mr B E. Sargeaunt (Governmeut 
Secretary), and Mr R.. D. Gelling (Clerk 
to Tynwald), attended. 

WAR CONTRIBUTIONS AND INCOME 
TAN (APPROPRIATION) ACT, 1.922. 
His Excellency the Lieut.-Governor an-

nounced, in accordance with the terms of 
section 2 of the Acts of Tynwald (Enter. 
gency Promulgation) Act, 1916, that the 
Royal Assent was given on 6th February, 
1922, to the War Contribution and In-
come Tax (Appropriation) Act, 1922. 

The Bill was signed by the Governor and 
the Speaker, and became law. 

BILLS SIGNED, 
The following Bills were signed:— 

The Highways (Closing Order) Bill. 
The Oaths Bill. 
The Payment of Members' Expenses 

Bill. 
The Workmen's Compensation Bill. 
The Cattle Breeding Bill. 
The Old Age Pensions and National 

Health Insurance (Treasurer's Ex-
penses) Bill. 

The Manx Museum, Library, and 
Art Gallery Bill. 

The Judicature Amendment Bill. 
The Criminal Code Amendment Bill. 
The Petty Sessions and Summary 

Jurisdiction Amendment Bill.  

SUMMER TIME. 
The Governor made the fallowing state-

ment:— 
His Excellency said : The Court may per-

haps recollect that, on the 12th July, 1921, 
I made a statement on the subject of the 
Summer Time Bill, 1921, then before the 
Imperial Parliament, which Bill was in-
tended to extend to the Isle of Man and 
the Channel islands, and which provided 
for the fixing of summer time each year by 
an Order cf his Majesty in Council. The 
1921 Bill has apparently not been pro-
ceeded with,. as it is the intention of his 
Majesty's Government to introduce a new 
Bill embodying an agreement arrived at 
by a conference of representatives of the 
British, French, and Belgian Governments, 
that the summer-time period should be 
fixed under the Bill, and should commence 
on the night of the last Saturday in March, 
or the last Saturday but ono in March when 
the last Saturday is the day preceding 
Easter Day, and end on the night of the 
first Saturday in October. This BO will 
extend to the Isle of Man. 

ISLE OF MAN HARBOURS AND THE 
BRITISH GOVERNMENT. 

The Gc vernor said : I have to make the 
following statement to the Court regarding 
expenditures on the harbours of the Island. 
The Court will he aware that it voted, 
from the Isle of Man Accumulated Fund, 
expenditure amonnting, to Al2.,500, for 
certain harbour hum ovements, as follows: 

Five thousand pounds for carrying 
out the deepening of the inner berth 
on the south side of Victoria Pier, 
Douglas; 

Five thousand pounds for erecting a 
crane on the Victoria Pier Douglas, 
to facilitate ilr. handling of luggage, 
etc.. 

Ore tllois:aed ponnels for removing 
sand between the Red Pier and the 
Victoria Pier, at Douglas; 

'Chin',-one thousand;  five hundred 
Pounds for repairing and rebuilding 
the Quay wall, at Ramsey. 

War Contributions and Income Tax (Appropriation) Act, 1.922.—Ilins Signed.— 
Summer Time.—Isle of Man Harbours and the British Government. 



TYNWALD COURT, MARCH 7, 1922. 	 489 

I have received a communication from 
H.M. Government, intimating that they 
are withholding, for the time being, ap-
proval to the above expenditure, because 
they understand that additional expendi-
ture, involving a considerable sum of 
money, is contemplated in connection with 
the harbours of the Island. H.M. Gov-
ernment intimate that they would not offer 
any objection to a well-considered scheme 
for carrying out necessary improvement; 
in the harbours of the Island, but they 
feel that the subject should be considered 
as it whole, and that the advice of the ex-
pert advisers of H.M. Government should 
be obtained. 	The Court will be aware 
that, on the agenda for to-day, there is 
due for consideration the proposal of the; 
Isle of Man Harbour Commissioners in 
connection with the Red Pier extension. 
at Douglas. As soon as the result of the 
debate on this proposal is known, 	will 
communicate such decision to H.M. Gov-
ernment, so that they can refer the wbak: 
subjoct of the harbour provision in the 
Island, and the improvements reouired, 
to their expert advisers. 

The Speaker: May 1 ask whether it is 
quite clear that the reason for not passing 
these votes is solely because they want ex-
pert adviee on technica?. matters, and that 
there is no question raised as to our power 
to vote the money? 

The Governor: I think that is quite 
clear. They wish to take expert advice. 
There was sonic question raised as to the 
strength of the crane on the Pier. and as 
to whether the dmlging will not weaken 
the structure of the Pier , and they would 
like to have the best expert advice on the 
question. 

CA STLETOWN CHAPLAINCY, 
Mr Bridson asked his Excellency the 

Li eat.-Governor 
(1) The date of appointment under section 

4 of the Government Chaplaincies Acts, 
1921, of the Rev. E, Ii. Leatham Locke 
to the chaplaincy of St. Mary's, Castle-
town? 

(2) The date of his resignation? 
(3) In the event of the Rev. E. H. Leatham 

Locke not having been -appointed in 
accordance with section 4 of the above 
Act, whether the Bishop of Sodor ana 
Man may appoint any other person 
until the Act has been amended? 

The Governor: Li reply to the first part 
of the question, I have to state that the 
Lord Bishop of the Diocese informs me that 
the Rev. E. H. Leatham Locke has not 
been appointed to the living of Castletown, 

the parish not yet having been formed. 
The second part of the question does not, 
therefore, arise. The Rev. E. EL Leatham 
Locke, having been offered, and having ac-
cepted for health reasons, the living of 
Kirk Pataick, in preference to the care of 
the parish about to be formed at Castle-
town, I am advised that it is competent 
for the Lord Bishop of the Diocese to make 
such appointment to the Parish of Castle-
town, when formed, as he may please. 

THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL AND 
• JUDGES. 

Mr Norris asked the Governor :— 
Whereas, by clause 4 of the "Decisions" of 

Hie Majesty's Government on the recommen-
dations contained in the Report of the Home 
Office Departmental Committee, and laid 
before Tynwald on 17th July, 1913, it is 
provided "That no judge shall be a member 
of an executive committee or board of Tyn-
wald," to ask his Excellency the Lieutenant-
Governor whether the Deemsters are now 
treated as members of the Executive Council 
of this Island, and, if so, whether this is not 
contrary to the above decisions of His 
Majesty's Government? 

The Governor The Deemsters are still 
members of the Executive Counciii. The 
Conned beirg neither an Executive Corn_ 
mittee nor a Board of Tynwald, 1 do not see 
that the retention of the Dee-meters in the 
Executive Council conflicts in any way with 
the decision given by his Majesty's Govern-
ment that Deemsters should not serve on 
Executive Committees or Boards of Tyn-' 
wald. 

POLICE PAY. 
Mr Norris asked his Excellency the 

Lient.-Governor : 
The number, pay, and other emoluments 

and deductions (if any) from such pay t.f a 
small county police force in England, and 
the same information for the ordinary police 
forces of Jersey and Guernsey. 

The Governor said: In an English 
county force with an establishment of 127;  
the chief constable has a minimum salary 
of £600 and a, maximum of £800. The 
commencing pay of the six superintendents 
is £400, with a maximum of £460. The 
five Inspectors commence at £310, rising 
by £10 per annum to £350. There are 
13 sergeants with a minimum pay of £5 
per week, rising to £5 12s 6d per week, 
and 102 constables with initial pay of £3 
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lOs per week, rising to £4 lOs per week. 
From the pay above specified a deduction 
of 2A per cent. is made towards super-
annuation in respect of all ranks. As re-
gards aIlowarie., the Chief Constable re-
ceives a travelling allowance of 150 per 
annum, and the Deputy Chief Constable 
receives an allowance of £40 for acting as 
such. The Chief Constable receives a rent 
aid allowance of £100. 	Those Superin- 
tendents, Inspectors, Sergeants, and Con-
stables who do not occupy Government 
quarters, have the rent, rates, and taxes 
an the house paid for then]. Good con-
duct, proficiency, and long service allow-
ances are given at the same rates as at 
present operating for the isle of Man 
Constabulary. Bicycle allowance is 
granted at the rate of 4d per hour, with 
a maximum of 3s per day. Boot allow-
ance is at the rate of 2s per week. There 
is no provision for medical service. The 
Police Force for the Island of Guernsey 
numbers 30. 	The pay of the Chief 
Officer is £406 per annum. 	There are 
five sergeants with pay commencing at 
65s 6d per week, and rising to 60s Gd per 
wweek, and 24 consables, with pay com-
mencing at 45s 6d per week, rising to 
GOS,  6c1 per week. Each officer is allowed 
one pair of boots annually, with a weekly 
allowance of ls. Sergeants are allowed 
2d per hour when actually riding a 
bicycle, which they must provide, and 
constables lid. In the Island of jersey, 
in addition to some forty members of the 
Honorary Citizen Police, there are 20 
paid officers. The senior sergeant is paid 
£3 Ss weekly, the junior sergeant £3 3s 
weekly, and the constable £2 1Ss weekly, 
with an allowance of 2s 6d per child for 
the third and additional children until 
they attain the age of 16. Each officer is 
provided with one pair of hoots per 
annum. 

Mr Norris: Can your Excellency say 
whether the "rent allowance" paid to the 
police force in England is also paid to 
single men ? 

The Governor : My information is that 
the rent is paid if a man is in lodgings. 
I cannot, however, say whether single 
men are paid. I would require notice of 
that. 

Mr Norris: Perhaps your Excellency 
will take notice, and I will raise it at the 
next Court. I see that 2i per cent. is 
deducted in England towards the super-
annuation allowance. Can your Excel- 

leney say why there is no deduction in the 
Isle of Man towards superannuation? 

The Governor: There has been no deduc-
tions in the past in the 

Mr Norris' My question was—Ts there 
any particular reason why no deductions 
have been made for superannuation since 
the Manx-  Force were placed en the Eng-
lish sca.3.e of pay? Dees your Excellency 
require further notice of that.? 

The Governor : I suppose, in the past, no 
deductions were made because the pay was 
so very much lower than in England. 

Mr Norris: That is not the case now. 
Is it true that the Manx pay is more than 
that paid to the Metropolitan Police? 

The Governor: I am not aware that 
there is any diffeience between the Metro-
politan police and the country police. If 
the hon, member will give nuiice of the 
question, I will be pleased to provide the 
necessary answer. 

J. D. Qualtrough: Will your Exe€4.- 
lency inform the Court whether you ate 
dealing with the question? 

The Governor: You will see by the 
agenda that a question on the subject has 
already heen asked. 

:INCOME TAX YIELD. 
Mr Norris asked his Excellency the 

Lieut.-Governor: 
If lie will state for the last completed year 

for which the information is available, the 
gross amount or percentages of the total 
yearly yield of income tax received from::- 

(1) Farming; 
(2) Employment and salaries: 
(3) Professions; 
(4) Trades, industriee, &c.; 
(5) unearned incomes. 
The Governor: I regret I am not in a 

position to give the precise information 
asked for by the hon. member. Income tax 
will be collected in the year 1921-22 on the 
following aggregate slims :—(1) Trades, In-
dustries (including farming and shipping), 
R1,237,193; (2) professions and salaries, 
wages and remuneration of employees. 
4356,212; (3) unearned incomes, £359,932 
—total, :C1.,953.,337. 

RECORD OF MANX CHARITIES. 
Mr Norris asked his Excellency the 

Lieut.-Governor: 
If he will request the Attorney-General to 

prepare and lay before Tynwald a succinct 
record, in pamphlet• form, of all Manx public 
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charitable bequests, showing the amounts at 
present available, and where held and how 
invested? 

The Governor: In reply to the hon. 

member, I have to state that the Attorney-

General is not at present in a position to 

issue the document asked for. A book was 

published, sonic sixty years ago, specifying 

the Manx charities of that time. Since 

that date. a. Commission has investigated 

the educational charities, - and these 

charities were dealt with by the Education 

Act, 1920. Since the date of the publica-

tion of the book I have referred to, the 

charities in respect of poor relief have been 

dealt with by the Poor Relief Acts, and 

the incomes made pay able to the Guar-

dians. There are, of course, a "number of 

charities not administered by public bodies, 

which do not fall within either of the two 

classes I have specified. 	The Attorney- 

General informs me that lie has no inform-

ation in his office as to such charities, and 

very considerable local inquiries would 

have to he made to enable them to be as-
certained. I propose introducing into a 

Bill which is in course of preparation as a 

result of the report of the Poor Law Com-

mission, a clause making it comp-1_0301.y for 

the trustees of all public charities to make 

a return of the charity, and to file in the 

Rolls Office an audited account, every 

year, of their receipts and disbursements. 

From this information, the Attorney-Gen-

eral could keep in close touch 'with the 

working of such charities. 

SHOP HOURS ACT AND AUTOMATIC 

MACHINES. 

Mr Norris asked his Excellency the 

Lieuten ant-Governor :- 

Whether it is a fact that automatic 
machines were used last, year on Sundays for 
the sale of goods which shops were prohibited 
from soiling; and, if so, what steps (if any) 
are proposed to be taken to put shops and 
machines on the same basis? 

The Governor: The reply to the first 

part of the question is in the affirmative. 
The latter part of the question involves the 

determination of a question of law which 
has not yet been adjudicated upon by the 
Insular Courts. The advice of the Attor-

ney-General has been taken on the subject, 
and the police will act in conformity with 

it. 

Mr NorriG: Do I understand, your Ex-

cellency, that these machines were allowad 

to trade the whole of last season in pre- 

cisely the same business as shops which had 

to be Closed, and that no prosecution was 

taken? Perhaps your Excellency can say 

the reason why there was no prosecution. I 

am given to understand that the reason 

there was no prosecution was that the law 

permitted them to go on If that is so, ;t 

shows the necessity for the amendment of 

our Act. Have we to wait until another 

season before the police can take action? 

The Coves nor • The matter has now been 

raised. I don't suppose before that, many 

people thought of raising it but, now that 

it has been raised, it will be decided. 

Mr Norris: May I presume that the 

matter will be decided early, before the 
coming summer ? 

The Governor: As early as possible. 

Mr Norris: May I thank your Excel-

lency for the manner in which the questions 
have been answered? 

RAMSEY QUAY WALL. 

Mr A. H. Tease asked the Receiver-
General : 

What is the cause of the delay in proceed• 
lag with the work of repairing Ramsey quay 
wall? 

The Receiver-General: His Excellency 

has made a statement with regard to this 
and the other harbour works. 

COST OF LIVING AND POLICE PAY. 

Mr A. H. 7:care asked his Excellency the 
Lieut,-Governor: 

If, in view of the decreased cost of living, 
he will appoint a select Commission to 
inquire into, and advise his Excellency as to 
what, if any, reductions can be expected in 
the pay of the insular Police, and in the 
salaries paid in any Insular government 
Department or Board? 

The Governor: In reply to the hon. 

member for Ramsey, I have to state that 

I have appointed a departmental com-

mittee, consisting of the Government 

Secretary and Treasurer as chairman ; Mr 
H. M. Rodgers, M..B.E., and Mr Thomas 

Nesbitt, as members, to inquire into the 

present administration, pay, and allow-
ances of the Isle of Man Constabulary, 

and to report wbat.economies, if any, can 

be effected. As to the latter part of the 

question, the war augmentations to the 

pay of Civil servants serving in the Gov-

ernment Departments are automatically 

falling in consequence of the operation of 

the War Bonus Scheme; and the same 
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observation applies in the case of the 
officers serving under those hoards of Tyn-
wald which have adopted the Civil. Service 
Bonus Scheme. 

Mr Norris: T see that a Departmental 
Committee has bolt appointed of Govern-

. ment Office officials, WiP their report be 
laid before this Com-tP 

The Governor : The matter is a question 
which deals with the Reserved ...•.!ery ices. rile 
Departmental Committee is t collect in-
formation which it will be ti..,:essary for 
me to see before 1 can say what economies 
can be effected. T will, no doubt, make a 
statement to the Court, after which, ;f de. 
sired, members can express their opinions. 

Mr Norris: Because it is a Reserved 
Service, is not this Court entitled to in- 

. - formation 	I understand that the in- 
quiries are for the information of your Ex-
cePency, in the first instance; hut, surely, 
this Court will be consulted before yell 
come to a decision? 

The Governor : The Court can have the 
information after 1 have received the re-
port. 
. Mr Norris: Are we to have the informa-
tion after your Excellency's decision has 
been come to, or before ? 

The Governor: The -whole thing is deal-
ing with an important question of the Re-
served Services. 1 must make a decision 
in the matter as far as lies within my in-

. telligence. I will lay that decision before 
the Court, and the Court can express their 
views on it. 

Mr Norris: Because it is a Reserved 
'Service, I submit, very earnestly, is No 
reason why wo should not consider the 

. matter, and' why information should not 
be laid before the Court, before your Ex-
cellency comes to a decision. Because it is 
a Reserved Service, has this Court nothing 
to do but pay the expenses? 

Mr J. D. alleas: Does your Excellency 
think that employees of the Insular Gov-
ernment are the hest people to inquire into 
the salaries paid to other employees orf the 
Insular Government? 

The Governor: The appointment of the 
.Committee is simply to collect facts and 
details for my information. When I am 
aVe to get that information, I will inform 
the Court what my views are upon them, 
and you can express your opinion on them.. 

Mr Alfred Teare: Will the Court be in 

a position to disapprove of your Excel-
leney's views, or must we simply approve? 

The Governor : There is the ordinary pra- 
cedure in this Court 	If the Court has 
different views to mine, they can express 
them in a declaratory resolution. 

.Mr Norris: Before your Excellency 
comes to a decision? 

The Governor: The final decision on this 
rests with others than myself. Any ad-
vice 1 can get from the Court can be sub-
mitted to the higher authority concerned. 

Mr Norris: 1 respectfully request that 
your Excellency, before coming to a de-
cision, should hear this Court's opinion. 

The Governor: The hon. member looks 
at things with that rather curious, but 
usual, Mans suspicion. 

The Receiver-General : It would be a 
great relief to members of the Court if 
we had your assurance that you intended 
using the Geddes' -axe. 

The Governor: That cuts many ways. 
Mr Alfred Team! It is only cutting cue 

way at present. 

VICTORIA MR.—DEEPENING OF 
BERTH . —ERECT] ON OF CRANE. 

Capt. Aladdrell asked the Chairman of 
the hal-hour Board 

If he will state the reason for the delay in 
carrying out these works for which sums of 
£5,000 respectively were voted by Tynwald on 
the 0th November last? 

Capt. Maddrell said. This question has 
been answered in the statement made by 
yonr Excellency as to the harbours of the 
Island; but the berth on the south side 
of the Victoria Pier is really in a danger-
Oils condition, and no delay should occur 
in seeing to it. 

The Receiver-General: T. may inform the 
Court that the Harbour Board have ad-
vanced as far with that work as it is pos-
sible to go with the money provided. We 
had an intimation that the votes were not 
approved, and we cannot go further. 

Mr Richard Cain : Do I understand that 
they refuse to sanction this berth? 

The Receiver-General : All votes are 
held up. 

Mr J. D. Clucas: Arising out of this—
might I ask -our Excellency to intimate to 
the authorities interested that this crane 
should be dealt with at once? It is not 
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a large amount, and the object in getting 
the crane is to meet an objection raised 
by the people promoting the motor races. 

The Governor: There was some question 
raised by the Home Office as to the 
strength of the crane. That was one of 
the things on which they require expert 
advice. 

D. Clueas. In the meantime, two 
or three months must elapse, and the main 
reason for the crane wi?.I have passed. 
"The Governor: I presume that the 

crane was not only meant for the motorist, 
but for the general public. 

Mr 3. D. Clucas: T agree. But the motor 
races was the principal reason. 

The Attorney-General: If that was so, 
it was camouflaged very well. 

The Governor: The motorists may, or 
may not, edam to the Island again. It 
was for the better handling of passengers' 
luggage. 

Mr J. D. Chteas: I am not advocatieg 
the question of the motor races; but it 
was pointed out in this Court that this 
crane was to deal lucre effectively with 
the motor cars and cycles. It was one of 
the conditions of the motorists coming 
here. 

Mr A. H. Teare; Wilt'. your 1-4]xcellency 
tell me or some other member to submit 
a resolution on the subject? 

The Governor: I don't see any prospect 
of getting anything done before the motor 
rates. 

The Beceiver-General: I do not think 
that any resolution of the Court would 
help us. If the Treasury or the liotne 
Office authorities have the power and the 
right to have a say in this work, the Har-
bour Board and that authority can settle 
the matter.. and a resolution of Tynwald 
would not help. 	It is not settled yet, 
and the Board are in communication with 
the authorities. 

Mr Richard Cain : Do 1 understanl 
that the Harbour Commissioneus are in 
contact with the Home Office? 

The Receiver-General; Yes, through 
our Government Office. 

The matter dropped. 

QUESTION RI; THE POLICE. 

Mr Alf. J. Tare asked his Excellency 
the Lieut.-Governor if he is aware of 
the action of the police in two recent in- 

stances where persons were detained for 
several hours, without any charge being 
preferred against them, and without any 
notification to relatives as to their de-
tention. Under what Act, if any, are 
the police empowered to do so? 

The Governor : As the hon. member 
does not specify the two cases to which 
he refers, I am unable to say that I am  
familiar with their circumstances. I 
understand, however, that it is a com-
mon practice for the police, where a per-
son is suspected of crime, to request such 
person to go to the Police Station for in-
terrogation, which procedure is sometimes 
satisfactory to a wrongfully suspected 
Person. There is no question of detain-
ing a person by restraint in such cases, 
as a charge has not actually been pre-
ferred against him. 

Mr Alf. J. Teare: Should a person not 
be informed, and not asked to go to the 
17i-ilice Station? Surely it is not open to. 
the ?Mice to take anybody in that wayl 

Mr Curphey ; Was this done ? 

Mr Ad. J. 'Beare: I understand that a, 
man was working, and, in front of all 
his companions, he was asked to go to 
the Police Station. He was kept there 
for about five hours, and his wife was 
looking all over the town for him. It is 
most iniquitous. 

The Governor: If Mr Tears will give 
details of individual cases, we will make 
further inquiries. 

DELAY IN THE HOUSING SOHFi'lE. 

Mr Alf. . Teare In view of the 
delay in providing housing accommodation, 
will his Excellency immediately introduce 
legislation extending the Rent Restriction 
Act beyond May, 1923, in order to prevent 
wholesale evictions CLUO to lack of pro-
vision? 

The Governor: Tut reply to the hon. 
eember for .South Douglas, have to state 
that the conduct of the Housing Scheme 
for the town of Douglas is in the hands 
of the Douglas Town Council. So far as 
the Island Government is concerned, two 
tills were priced—one for enabling that 
portion of the Hills House property owned 
by the Government Property Trustees to 
be transferred as a gift to the Douglas Car. 
proration, and the other to provide for 
11115110oli assistance from the Government 
towards the scheme. Both the Bills re-
ferred to were duly transmitted for the 
Royal Assent; but up to the present such 
assent lia.s not been received. 	No doubt 
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the Douglas Corporation are waiting until 
these two Bills have been promulgated be-
fore proceeding with their scheme. As to 
the latter portion of the hon. member's 
question, 1. am not in a position to give a 
reply at present. 

Mr Alf. J. Teare: Can your Excellency 
give us any idea as to why the delay has 
occurred? There are other Bills here, 
which have been signed to-day, and which 
have received the Royal Assent. 

The Governor: I have no idea. 

RAMSEY HARBOUR .—QUAY WALL. 

Mr Alf. J. Teare asked luz 
the reason for the delay in proceeding 
with the urgent harlyour repair at Ram-
sey, for which a vote of i.'31,400 was 
made by Tynwald on the 22nd November 
last. He continued: I should like to 
ask who will be responsi;ile fm: any 
damage. When this was passed by the 
Tynwald Court, reasons were 	tint 
a serious atoident might happen to ship-
ping and to the sewers of Ramsey on 
the quay-side, and so on. Who would be 
responsible for any damage? 

The Governor : I am afraid I could not 
answer that. If a ease came on, it would 
he tried, and decided by law. 

The Receiver-General: The Harbour 
Board are not responsible. 

INTEREST ON TRus,DE DEBTS DUE TO 
GERMANY. 

Mr Alf. J. Team asked his Excellency:— 
What is the position of Manx traders in 

regard to 5 per cent. interest now claimed 

through the English Government in respect 
of debts due to German firms at the outbreak 
of the war? 

The Governor: I have to inform the hon. 
member, in reply to his question, that 'ire 
five per cent., per annum, interest referred 
to, is payable on pre--war debts due by Bri-
tish subjects to German nationals, in ac-
cordance with clause 22 of the Annex to 
Article 296, of Section UL, of the Treaty of 
Noce, which section is embodied in the 
schedule to the Treaty of Peace Order, 
1919. The interest at five per cent. is pay-
stole together with the amount of the debt 
to the Clearing House set up by the Im-
perial Government, and interest at a simi-
lar rate is payable on debts due by German 
Nationals to British subjects collected I;y 
the Clearing House set up by the German 
Government. 

Mr Alf. J. Mare: I understand Bills 
have been presented to local traders— 

Mr J. D. °Incas: On a point of order, 
the hon. member should not try to elab-
orate his question. 

RE-VALUING THE ISLAND. 
The Governor: There is a question by 

Mx Daniel Teare, width was omitted 
from the agenda. 

Mr Daniel Team: I beg to ask the 
Spealker, as Chairman of the Aswssonent 
Board, the dates on which the various 
districts of the Island were last valued. 

The Speaker : All towns and village 
districts were re-valued in 1915, and 
again in 1919. Bride was re-valued in 
1913, Jurby in 1917, Andreas in 1917, 
and Onchan in 1918 	The Board„ in 
their report in 1920, said that, in view 
of the fact that much valuable time 
would be taken up in valuing, they de-
cided, in order to speed matters up, not 
to limit themselves to.  one parish, but to 
take certain cases in every parish, and 
that has bean done since. They take 
the more valuable Land in several 
parishes instead of taking each parish 
seriatum. 

Mx Daniel Teare: T take it that some 
parishes have been paying on the in-
creased valuation far a number of years, 
while some have been paying on the old 
valuation? 

The Speaker: It must follow that, un-
less we re-value every patrish in the same 
year, some parishes must be an the old 
return. The present system, I think, is 
the best. You cannot get all the parishes 
valued in one year. 

Mr Richard Cain: I would like to ask 
is it right that we should he working 
under two systems? In one case—An-
dreas—you could go over every inch of 
the ground, and then go to the other 
parishes, and gather information from 
different farms. and, seeing that the edu-
cation rate is doubled, and the highway 
rate doubled, they are paying consider-
ably increased rates to what they awe 
paying in the adjoining parishes. 

The ,Speaker: 1. don't admit that. 
When we re-value a parish, the best 
land is re-veined, and what is left is 
inferior land. I can assure the hon. 
member that, since 1920, in every parish 
all the best land has born re-valued. 

Harbour.—Quay Wald.—Interest on Trade WAS Due to Germany,— 
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Mr J. D. Mans: Is in a fact that 
there are many places that were re-
valued at the end of the nineties, and 
have never been re-valued since? Fur-
thermore, the great bulk of the land in 
the parishes, outside the individual par-
ishes mentioned. have not been re-valued 
since the valuation in the sixties. 

The Attorney-G.enerail: In the sixties? 
Mr J. D. Mem: Yes, in the sixties---

the original valuation. 
The Speaker: I should not like to an-

swer that with;aut notice. All the other 
(parishes wdre valued during 1920 and 
1921 very thoroughly. That must always 
happen, unless you have a great staff 
of valuers, and value all the Island to-
gether. That would be a very heavy 
cost. and the only alternative is to take 
the districts. 

Mr J. D. Clucas: Is that the ease in 
England that they have so many valuers? 

The Speaker: I don't know what the 
system in England is. 

Mr -  A. H. Teare: 13 it not a fact that 
a large part of the land in the Island 
has heen re-valued because of being let 
as accommodation land? 

The Speaker Yes, that is so. 
Mr Norris Can the Speaker tell the 

Court if there is any farm in this Island 
rated higher than its rent? 

The Speaker: If they are rated too 
high, they have the right of appeal. 

PAPERS PRESENTED. 
The follOwing papers were presented:— 
Proclamation by His Excellency the 

Lieut.-Governor, dated 181.11 January, 
1922. embodying regulations made b3 the 
Local Government Board for preventing 
the spreading of influenza. 

Order made by His Excellency the Lieut.-
Governor, dated 7th February, 1922, under 
the Cattle Diseases Prevention Acts. 1865 
to 1903, entitled 'Pile Dogs (Importation) 
Revocation Order," 1922." 

Order made by Eis Excellency the 
Lieut.-Governor, dated 'th February, 
1922, under the Cattle Diseases Prevention 
Acts, 1865 to 1903, entitled "The Foot 
and Month Disease (Control of Move-
ment) Order, 1922." 

Order made by His Excellency the Lieut.-
Governor, dated 7th February. 1922, under 
the Cattle Diseases Prevention Ael.s. 1.860 
to 1903, entitled "Tho Hay, Straw, find 

Peat MossLitter (Importation) Order, 
1922." 

Proclamation made by His Excellency 
the Lieut.-Governor, dated 1st March, 
1922. embodying regulations, made by the 
Local Government Board, continuing in 
force until 18th January, 1922, for pre-
venting of the spreading of influenza 

REPORTS PRESENTED. 
The following reports were presented:— 
Report of the Board of Advertising for 

the year ended 31st December, 1921. 
Further report, dated January, 1022, of 

the Committee on Housing.—Mr Cunning-
ham. 

Interim roport, dated February, 1922, 
of Committees appointed h- Tynwald of 
22nd November, 1921, to consider food 
prices in the Isle of Man.--Mr Speaker. 

Report of the Committee on the peti-
tion of the Wardens of Onchan for ac-
quiring additional burial ground.—Mr. 

CiifileansO Report of the Committee on the peti- 
tion of the Asylums Board to acquire, 
compulsorily. a field at th-: Strang. Brad-
dam—Mr Climes 

Releort of the Isle of Man Harbour 
Commissioners, dated 12th January, 1922, 
on matters relating to harbours, referred 
to them for consideration by resolutions 
of Tynwald. under the heading "Public 
Works," dated 22nd 

APPOINTMENTS ON THE A D V ERTIS-
ING BOARD. 

The Governor : The next item is the 
appointment of memhers on the Advertis-
ing Board in the places of Mr Cunning-
ham and Mr J. D. Qualtrough, re-
signed. 

Mr J. D. Cluces: Who are the other 
members? We should know, otherwise 
we might be nominating existing mem-
bers, 

The Governor : They are Mcesrs J. R. 
Kerruish, E. J. Curphey, S. Norris, C 
Gill, and Richard Cain. 

Mr J. D. Chicais: There are seven ep-
pcinted from the Court. 

Mr R. 0. Cain: I beg to nominate 
Captain Maddrell. 

Mr Canister: Might I. ask a question? 
What is the reason for these mollifiers 
resigning? 	l.t seems a rather curious 
thing. No real-on has been given, and 
they arc two competent gentlemen. 

e,eember, 1921. 
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Mr Kermode: T move Mr Cunningham 
and Mr J. 1). Qmitro ugh be rLemin.ited  
for seats on the Board of Advertising. 
This Court has every confidence in them, 
that they were acting in the best in-
terests of the Island, 

Mr Bridlson: I beg to second the 
nomination, 

Mr Norris: I am very loth indeed to 
intervene:  but surely the Court is en-
titled to a good deal of information be-
fore voting on questions like this. (Hear, 
hear). I take it that the lion. members 
who have resigned should rise in this 
Court. and tell why they have rie4igned 
before you give them a vote of confi-
dence. A vote of confidence in them 
would be a vote of no eonfidence in the 
other members of the Board, and the Court 
would then be confronted with other re-
signations. 

Mr Cunningham: Yes, with pleasure. 
Mr Norris: Then I ret,-erve my remarks 

until they have done so, 
Mr Cunningham May I be allowed to 

explain. In speaking on the motion 1 have 
a good deal more to say than this Court 
is likely to grant me time to say, and 
have, therefore, condensed what I have to 
say into the very modest compass. The 
fist reason why 'I. and my friend resigned 
was the privilege;  tl:e fAvouritism„ ex-
tended to one firm, at the expense of other 
firms, That is the first reason. T can go 
into details and explain exactly what hap- 
pened. 	I object very strongly to the 
tender of that firm being held hack for 
some reason or other, instead of heinu 
submitted when other tenders were in. I 
rever knew anything so extraordinary in 
my life, as to allow one firm to hold back 
their tender, and then come in and have 
it considered, and, ultimately, accepted. 
1 have had some experience in Army con-
tracting, mid, if T had net handed my con-
tract in before 12 o'Cloek, at Fishergate, 
York. would have had ue chalice, at all. 
Let any other paper, except the "Times." 
hand in a contract, and would ;ilex,  
oonsidered? 	It would be disqualified. 
There is a, privilege for some reason—either 
love or fear—hut it is not my business to 
say what is the reason. There is a dis-
tinct favouritism for the one firm. 

The Speaker: Will the hon. member 
say exactly what did take place, from the 
arrival of all the .sealed tenders? 

Mr Cunningham: I should have 
pleasure in doing that; but thought the 
Court would not allow me so much time. 
I won't go back into the history of the 
Board of Advertising; it is a matter of 
jibing and joking, but I don't see the joke 
in it. That is their peculiar way of carry-
ing on their business. It is unlike any 
Board in the Isle of Man, .[ hope, and I 
am certain it is quite contrary to every 
Board in England. Such a thing would 
not be tolerated. 	The consequence is, 
"The Isle of Man Times'' thinks the Board 
of Advertising is its own private preserve, 
and nobody has any business to offer them-
:elves, except the one firm. The details 
of the thing will bear out every word I say. 
I don't think it is the intention of this 
Court that a Board should deal differently 
than the Court itself would, and, if any-
thing is done wrong in one of the Boards, 
it reflects itself on this honourable Court: 
and I am very jealous for the honour of 
any Board I am on. The first thing I ob-
ject to is this privilege to the one firm. 
The date was given for the tenders to be 
sent ill, The tenders were delivered and 
prepared to open when someone called at-
tention to the fact that the "Times" had 
not sent in their tender. 	The proper 
Course for us to have taken was to have 
said they had disqualified themselves, and 
were out of it. We did not do that. 'We 
acted in a more generous way, and tele-
phoned, calling their attention to it. Tee 
answer came back that they had not re-
ceived the price for the covers from the 
other side. There was au exclamation by 
all the Board, and the meaning of it was, 
"The same old game." That was the 
kind of expression, though nobody used 
those wards exactly. 	There was disap- 
pointment and annoyance at this not being 
given; but what was the object for that 
delay? Was it intended to find out which 
was the lowest tender, before they sent 
in their tender? If it was, they were dis-
appointed, for the Board gave them half-
an-hour, and, marvellous to say, they 
were able to get it in, the price of the 
covers, in that half-hour. The price came 
in, and the earch, were on the table. I, 
unfortunately, had to attend a meeting 
in this place, under the chairmanship of 
his Excellency, and, when I went back, I 
was informed that the only two contracts 
left in were "The Isle of Man Examiner" 
and a firm across the water. The "Times" 
estimate was dead and buried, and in its 
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grave—for the time being. (Laughter.) 
Everybody, including the lion. member Far 
North Douglas, was of one mind, and that 
was thoroughly dissatisfiect at the price 
and the quality of the Guide supplied the 
previous year. Nobody was satisfied, and 
there was nobody moue bitter against 
them than the member for North Dou-
glas, Mr Norris. He was quite as dis-
pleased and dissatisfied as anybody. When 
we sent out these estimates—specifications 
--we were asked to name any good firm. 
As a matter of fact, there was not a single 
firm across the water named that was not 
of the highest standard, so that any one 
of them could be relied on. I asked the 
whole Board—"Is this genuine, now 
When the tenders come in, are we going 
to give it to the lowest and the best, in 
spite ofi everything?" 	And everybody 
seemed to be astonished at any insinuation 
that it would be otherwise. Those firms 
received particulars as to the number, and 
the weight of the paper, and all the rest. 
It is not an honourable thing to send out 
those papers, because, by doing so, we 
imply that they will be given a. fair trial; 
that we will give them justice. Our send-
ing out of those papers was a promise that 
they would he treated honestly. 	They 
were allowed to believe that we meant 
business. One gentleman--not a member 
of the Board—said to me, "But, I thought 
you only sent to those people across the 
water as a kind of guide, to keep the 
people here down to a proper rate." I 
say there was a breach of understanding 
of the agreement that the people across the 
water should have the same fair and 
square treatment as anybody in the island. 
But, even the isle of Man did not get 
fair and square treatment, 	The 'Ex- 
aminer" was £17 higher than the other 
firm, and they were pushed out of court 
unceremoniously,, and a resignation took 
place. The dead body that had been 
buried on the one occasion was resurrected 
on the 12th. The member for Ayre soon 
put life in it. He did the trick. It was 
bright and smiling, as if newly born, in- 
stead of being a corpse. 	The English 
tender was £135 less than The Isle of 
Man Times." The "Examiner" had a 
right to it, if anybody had. 1 can under-
stand— 

Mr J. D. Clucas: 
"Examiner" was 
"Times" ? 

Mr Cunningham: 
other. 

The Attorney-General: What was the 
"Times" figure? 

Mr J. D. Qualtrough: Taylor, Garnett, 
Evans, (C,-, Co., £1,365; S. K. Broadbent, 
£1,381 ; Brown & Sons, £1,500, If we 
generally adopted such a system of ex-
chiding outsiders, you know very well. we 
should pay through the nose for every-
thing; and we have had it before, and 
during, the war ; but, now that things 
have come back to the normal, it is about 
time to stop it. If we are going to ask 
firms of repute to send in tenders, it is dis-
honourable and dishonest to disregard the 
magnificent quality of the work. 	The 
"Times" was £135 more than the other, 
but it was, perhaps, hundreds of pounds 
less value. I never saw, in my life, quality 
such as this firm had (Taylor, Garnett, 
Evans, & Co.). It was of infinitely better 
quality than we could ever. have .had 
lccally. Mr Norris took up the view that 
the "Times" could do better, and he pre, 
duced evidence from an old Guide that 
they had clone better. 

Mr Norris: The year before. 
Mr Cunningham : It was no evidence 

at all, because, when you looked at it, the 
halftones were light. 	But, is that an 
answer to the question F If the "'Miles" 
could do it, why didn't they? I can tell 
you why they did not. Because they 
thought any old thing was good enough 
for the Board of Advertising. They be-
lieved they had got the Board of Adver-
tising under their thumb ; but I think 
they have found their mistake. Mr 
Norris thought they could do better. The 
member for Ayre took the step of 
favouritism. There is something they call 
"cheap patriotism," and people can be 
very generous with other people's money, 
and with the money of the Island, and give 
it away ; but the Board of Advertising is 
not an unemployment bureau, and it is 
not a charity bureau, to give out the funds 
of the Insular Government. The first time 
the delay was a failure; but, the next 
time, OLE. delay was not a failure. When 
I returned to the Board, the position was 
that there were only two firms left in. the 
"Examiner" and the English firm. There 
was a postponement ; and I cannot find 
words to say it—I am trying to keep my-
self in, and not say anything I would re, 
gret afterwards, but I can scarcely find 
words—it is perfectly appalling to -third: 
what happened. When we found how the 

• vote went, Mr Qualtrough and I had quite 
enough of the Board of Advertising, and 

You take it that the 
£17 less than the 

£17 higher than the 
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we had to think of our characters, and we 
left the room ; hut, after we left, a letter 
which the "Times" had sent, offering a 
reduction in price--which we protested 
against—was actually accepted. There 
was no indication to the other firms to 
send in their reduced terms, but simply 
the favouritism again. They picked out. 
the "Times," and said, "Yes, thank you, 
we will take it." They were still about 
8() higher than the other firm. Is that 

carrying out the wishes of the Tynwald 
Court? Is it right? Let us either say 
we will not go off the Island, or let us be 
gentlemanly enough and honest enough to 
treat those who send in their tenders 
properly. I am not a, lawyer; but I 
think the Board was legally liable, and 
any of these people could bring an action 
against the Board. of Advertising, for 
illegally allowing anybody to put in a 
tender after the proper time, and accept-
ing an amended one. It was disgraceful. 
I am quite willing to answer any ques-
tions on the matter. 

The Attorney-General: Will you read 
the letter reducing the tender? 

Mr Cunningham: I have not got it. 
Mr Norris: It is quite in order to put 

it in. 
Mr Norris: I may say at once that the 

tender was accepted before the Fetter was 
put in. The Board had no knowledge of 
the letter when they dealt with the 
tender. 

Mr J. D. Clucas: We really have not 
got a statement of what the tender ac-
cepted was. I understood the accepted 
tender was R.1,500. 

Mr Norris: That is right. 
Mr Kermeen: Will Mr Cunningham tell 

us how '`The Isle of Man Times" found out 
there were lower tenders in? 

Mr Cunningham:- 	What I tell you. is 
this—that anything that is whispered at 
the Board of Advertising is shouted 
through the 'megaphone in the office of 
"The Isle of Man Times. Mr Cunning-
ham was proceeding to read a letter from 
the Secretary of Brown and Sons, Ltd., 
dated 37th, January 	• 

The Attorney-General: That was too 
late for the meeting. 

Mr J. D. Clucas: When were the ten-
_tiers in? 

Mr Cunningham: January 9th and 12th. 

The Speaker: We should approach the 
question in a judicial way without any 
feeking or partiality. I suggest that the 
Chairman of the Board should give us a 
definite statement of events, showing 
exactly what took place. 

Mr Kerruish: I do not admit having 
done anything underhand or dishonour-
able in this matter. The Board of Adver-
tising, as u.sual, asked for tenders for the 
Guide for this year, and instead of con-
fining it to local persons they went else-
where. Those tenders, eleven in number, 
arrived—I cannot give the precise date-- 
and at a meeting of the Board they were 
ail opened together. 

Mr J. D. Chivas: What was the date 
of that meeting? 

Mr Cunningham: The meeting was on 
the 9th. 

The Speaker: Was it a public notice 
asking for tenders, or were certain firms 
only invited ? 

Mr Kerruish: Twenty-three were in-
vited, and eleven replied. Within a cer-
tain time eleven tenders were received. 
Those were all opened at one and the same 
meeting, and were read over in the 
presence of the Board. 

Mr Cunningham: Including the tender 
of "The lsi.e of Man Times." 

Mr Kerruish: Yes, they were all opened 
together in my presence. 

Mr Cunningham: I have not said any-
thing about that meeting. Up to +.1mt 
time "The Isle of Man Times" had notice 
to send them in. I say it was that delay 
that was the failure. It. was the other 
meeting that followed two or three days 
afterwards. 

Mr Kerruish: I have said that at the 
meeting of the Board of Advertising 
eleven tenders arrived and were opened 
by myself. 

The Attorney-General: Were instruc-
tions sent as to what date tenders were 
to be sent in? Whore there any ten-
ders sent in that had not been sent in on 
the date fixed in your letter? 

Mr Kerruish: None. Only eleven 
ibrrivoc: on that date, and the eleven were 
cpened and laid before the Board for their 
consideration. 

The Attorney-General:Was any message 
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sent to "The Times" before they were 
opeued? 

Mr Kerruish : I am not aware of any-
thing. 

Mr J. D. Qualtrough: But you were in 
the room when "The Times" were tele-
phoned to? 

Mr Kerruish 	the tenders were 
opened, but there was a question in one 
case with regard to the cover of the book; 
they were unable to give the whole price. 
The whole matter was continued, ancl at 
the next meeting the details of the 
tenders in tabulated form were presented 
to the Board. The general sense of the 
Board at this juncture was that the work 
should, if possible, be kept in the Isi.and: 
in fact, there was complete unanimity on 
that point. This feeling in favour of the 
work being retained here, was reflected by 
the fact that three local tenders were in 
the final selection. At the subsequent 
meeting, when ranee time had been 
allowed for all particulars to be supplied, 
it was stilt found that the stipulated re-
quirements of the Board had not been met. 
One Insular firm was rejected by the 
general consent of the Board. A second 
Insular firm was rejected on account of the 
fact that they could not do the work 
locally, and their price was higher than 
the other local firm. 

Mr J. D. Qualtrough: As a matter of 
fact, the question was only between "The 
Isle of Man Times" and a Manchester firm.. 

Mr Kerruish: Prior to the final meeting. 
when the matter was concluded, one firm 
was struck out, and then another firm was 
struck out. There were eleven tenders at 
first, and seven were struck out. 

The Bishop: Only the Island tenders 
were in the last selection ? 

Mr Kerruish No, one was a Manchester 
firm. At this stage of the deliberations, 
this being the meeting of the Board when 
the final decision was made, letters were 
read from the Bon. Secretary of the Isle 
of Man Master Printers' Association and 
from the Secretary of the Isle of Man 
Branch of the Typographical Society refer-
ring to the prevailing reports as to the 
possibility of the centract for the OfficiaL 
Guide being sent off the Island, and urg-
ing the Board to give all possible support 
to local industry, in view of the existing 

unemployment. The difference in price 
between the local', firm and the English 
firm was approximately £13d. On a vote 
being called for, five members voted for 
the Manx firm, and as I had not recorded 
my vote, the issue lay with me, and I cast 
my vote in favour of the Manx firm. In 
exercising my judgment as I did, may I 
be be allowed to state in a few words, my 
main reason for doing so. As the Court 
will recollect, a considerable portion of its 
time was recently taken up discussing the 
grave industrial position in the Island, 
and the unfortunate position of the un-
employed. The Court has voted large 
sums of money to relieve the situation, and 
has, by every in%rins in its power, shown 
that it entertains a very practical sym-
pathy for the unemployed. This considera-
tion was predominant in my mind. To 
vote for work being done off the Is 
would have aggravated the position—how-
ever slightly— which the Court has been 
at such pains to relieve, and if for no 
other reason, my judgment upholds me in 
adopting the attitude of the Tynwald 
Court, in helping—not by empty words—
but in the most practical manner possible, 
to -tide the Nand over the critical days 
through which it is passing. 

The Attorney-General : Might I make 
a suggestion? This is a rather un-
pleasant matter, and it is evident there 
is a good deal of feeling about it. It is 
almost impossible for us to form a fair 
tribunal to decide the matter. We want 
to see the minutes, examine the tenders 
and letters, and so on. 	Charges have 
been deliberately made and backed up, 
and have been repudiated with equal con-
viction. I think we might, perhaps, ap 
pbint a little committee; let them in-
vestigate the facts, and present a report 
to this Court. I think everyone wants to 
avoid a scandal in the administration of 
our Government. It may turn out that 
everybody has acted bona-fide, whether 
they have made mistakes, or not. A vote 
of confidence has been proposed, and upon 
that vote we shalt have to pronounce, and 
all this talk of members who have spoken 
and members who have not been heard will 
not help us much to come to a right con-
elusion. I move that the matter be re-
ferred to a committee. 

Mr Norris: 1 hope that resolution will 
not be carried at this stage. Too much 
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has been said, or too little has been said. 
Statements have been made to thiS 
Court, which will not bear the light 
clay. The Secretary of the Advertising 
Board is available to this Court, and I say 
he should be called, and the same publicity 
should he given to his evidence as to the 
statements which have been made this 
morning. We should have the whole thimy 
hammered out, It is unfair to this Board 
to have ex-parte statements of this sort 
made without an opportunity of meeting 
them. 

The Attorney-General: We have had 
statements. from each side. 

Mr Norris: You have not. You have 
had a gross mis-statement of the facts by 
Mr Cunningham, and I am proposing now 
to ask to be produced in this Court at 
ence—let it be answered at once—the 
minute book which will show that in his 
most deliberate statements he has not 
stated the truth to this Court this morn-
ing. Why has this matter to be 'post-
poned and to be held up interminably lie-
fore this Leglgature act? The matter con 
be settled this afternoon, and let the 
Court do so. The honourable member of 
the Council stated that there has been 
great favouritism 

The speaker (interrupting); I think we 
ought to settle, first of all, whether we . 
are going to refer it. to a Committee or ' 
not. 

Mr Norris: Then I ask the Court not to 
refer it to a Committee. Let the light of 
day be thrown on the whole proceedings 
of this Board, and let the Court come to 
its own conclusions, but let it do so on the 
evidence before :the Court. At present. 
the Court. is not in a position to vote on 
it. It is a question of honourable men 
being treated unfairly, and told they are 
disherourable. It is for members, there-
fore, who hold that view, to prove dis• 
honourable conduct. Let us have facts, 
and names, and the actual truth. I 
appeal. to the Court not to remit it to a 
Committee; let us settle it now. There 
is no need for a long debate, and I say the 
.Court will be stultifying itseff by referring 
it to a Committee of this Courts, All 
members will not be present at the meet-
ing of the Committee. Will members of 
the Court have a fun report from the 

'Committee? Will members of the Court, 
be allowed to ask questions? 1 do not 

• 

think it is a question that can go before 
a Committee of the Court. Some mem-
bers of the Court have heard one kind of 
statement, and have made up their min& 
upon it. 

Mr J. D. Clams: We have very little 
facts as yet. 

Mr J. D. Qualtrough: On a point of 
order, if the honourable member for North 
Doug"as suggests that he shall be allowed 
to speak again, I shall strongly protest. 
He is making a speech on the motion. 

Mr Norris: There is no motion that it 
should go before a Committee. 

The Attorney-General; I move it. 
Mr A. J. T.eare: It has been seconded. 
The Governor: The hon, member is 

entitled to speak on that. 
Mr Norris: I am not entitled to speak 

on the merits of the case? 
' The Governor: Of course you are. 

Mr Norris: Then I shall proceed as far 
as I am able, to ask the Court to consider 
the facts of the case. A deliberate charge 
has been made that the Board of Adver-
tising are absolutely in the grip of "The 
Isle of Man Times"; that great favour-
itism has been shown to them; and that 
"The Isle of Man Times" put in a tender 
after all the other tenders had been 
opened. 

Mr Cunningham: I did not say that. 
I said that the first delay was the delay 
that failed. It was a most irregular thing. 
They waited half-an-hour for it. I do Pot 
think any Board in the Isle of Man would 
allow another tender to be sent in after 
tenders had been opened 

Mr Norris: In the opinion of some mem-
bers of the Court, everything "The Isle 
of Mao Times" does is irregular. 

The Deomster Callow: On a point of 
order, it seems to me that the motion of 
the Attorney-General is that the matter 
should go to a Committee. If we have a 
debate first, and send it to the Committee 
afterwards, we shallhave a debate with-
out knowledge of the facts which the Com-
mittee are going to investigate, and it 
will be very little use. If we are going to 
send it to a Committee, we should take 
that step first, and debate afterwards. 

Mr Kerruish: The Secretary of the 
Board is present in this Chamber, and Can 
inform members of the Court of  the 
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various facts that have passed, and he 
can bring the books. 

Mr J. D Qualtrough : He is not a 
member. 

The Governor: The Secretary could give 
evidence, if it is required, in an inquiry. 
But we are now dealing in debate, and he 
is not taking part in debate, The ques-
tion is, whether this Court should go into 
the merits of the case. To my mind, it. is 
impossible for a Court such as this, to 
adjudicate in a matter of this sort. Under 
the rules of debate, persons' are limited 
to one speech on the motion. It would he 
impossiblb to have h. Nliorough judicial 
inquiry into what took place To my 
mind, in order to arrive at proper justice 
and the rights of the case, it is preferable 
that the matter shouild be referred to a 
Committee, as has been moved and sec-
onded, Then, on the report of the Com-
mittee, a debate can take place, and any 
further points can be elucidated-  

Mr Norris: I am going to oppose at 
this stage, the appointment of the Com-
mittee, and I claim the right to answer 
at once the statements which have been 
made to this Court, which are ea]culated 
to prejudice the Court, and mislead the 
public of the Island, 

The Attorney-General: I submit the 
hon. member cannot proceed. The motion 
before the Court is that Messrs Cunning-
ham and Quaarough be re-elected. I 
moved, as an amendment, that the matter 
be referred to a Committee. That does 
not open the door to a general discussion 
of the merits. 

Mr Norris • I submit I am within my 
sights in discussing the motion. Does. the 
Attorney-General say that, when a motion 
and amendment are before the Court, I 
am not entitled to discuss either, or both? 
Your Excellency, I think I have got the 
floor. Statements have been made to in-
duce the Court to re-elect these hon. mem-
bers. I submit the statements made by 
Mr Cunningham will not bear the light 
of investigation, and he is not entitled to 
get credit for a full statement of fact. 
First of all, I say that it has not been the 
custom of the Board of Advertising to ad-
vertise for terders across the water. The 
work of the printing of the Guide has 
never been sent off aerom the water 
more than once. The lion member 
has been a member of the Board 

longer than I have, and.  lid has kept 
the work on the Island But; last year, 
the quality of the Guide was su disappoint-
ing, so contrary to what we bad- every 
reason to expect to receive, that there was 
not a member of the Board prepared to re-
new the Guide to that firm, except on very 
different terms and guarantees from what 
we then possessed. In addition to that, 
there has been, during the last 12 months; 
very considerable fluctuations in price; 
Therefore, the Board, without tying -  its 
hands in any form, decided to ask for 
tenders. There was no decision that the 
Board would accept the lowest, teriden 
They invariably say the Board shall not 
be hound to accept the lowest or any 
tender. Therefore, the Board of Adver-
tising pursued the usual method; it invited 
tenders, in order to see that we were get,- 
ting fair value for the money that we were 
paying, and getting for the public of the 
Island fair value. 	But, we did not tie 
ourselves down to accept the lowest tender. 
This was what influenced the Board. Over 
and over again. when tenders have heen 
invited for public work, local patriotism, 
local trade, local conditions, are taken 
into consideration, and,•other things being 
equal, or if there is not a great deal of 
difference between the outside firm and 
the local firm, invariably, as a matter of 
justice and fair-play to ratepayers and 
local people, the choice goes to local. 
people. As regards the tender accepted, 
and the conditions under which it was ac-,  
milted, and what we receive for the Manny, 
substantially there was not a great deal of 
difference, and it justified us in accepting 
the tender of Brown & Sons. I repudiate 
the charge that there was any favouritism. 
whatever in favour of Brown & Sons. If 
I had to find reasons for riot being in 
favour of Brown & Sons, I could rind 
ample reasons. But, I challenge the non. 
member of the Council, Mr Cunningham, 
to say that lie was influenced solely by the. 
public interest 

Mr Cunningham: I can. 
Mr Norris: Well, he displayed such ill-

humour when the firm of Brown & Sons 
was mentioned, that one is :itistified in 
thinking that there was something more 
behind his opposition to Brown & Sons, 
than appears in his statement to-day. It 
is public knowledge that 'the hon. member 
was very severely castigated by Mr J. A. 
Brown, at a public meeting a few weeks 
ago, with the result that he was practically 
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removed from a public position in this 
Island. In view at the ill-humour, the 
bitterness—not to say the bad temper—
he has displayed to-day, we have a right 
to say there is something mere in his op-
position to Brawn & Sons than what ap-
pears an the face of it. He says half-an-
hour extra was given to Brown & Sons. 
Now, the Board m2eting at which the 
tenders were put in was on January 7th; 
and, when the Board met on the 9th, the 
Chairman opened the tenders and said, 
"Are all the tenders in?" The secretary 
said, "Yes, all the tenders are in, except 
that Brown & Sons have not sent in the 
price of the cover." Now, the cover has 
to be done across the water. There is no 
firm on the island that can do the cover. 

Mr J. D. Micas: Were all the tenders 
in except that? 

Mr Norris: Yes. We had not seen it 
then. 

The Governor : Then, how did the secre-
tary know what was in "The Isle of Man 
Times" tender? 

Mr Norris: Ho did not know what the 
tender was; but he had received an intima-
tion from Brown Sons that they had not 
been able to give the price of the cover, 
because they had not got the information. 

Mr J. D. Clucas: They got that within 
half-an-hour ? 

Mr Norris: Yes. This is the point. At 
that moment, no tender had been opened. 
There was not a single thing before any 
member of the Board; and the Chairman 
said,. "Brown 8,1 Sons have sent wnrd there 
is something wanting. Ring up Brown & 
Sons, and say that, unless their tender, 
complete, is before the Board in half-an-
hour, their tender is excluded." Within a 
few moments, a sealed envelope came from 
Brown & Sons, giving the Board the in-. 
formation they required. Then„ in bulk 
and as a whole, all the tenders were 
opened. What did we find? We found 
the Manx firms were able to stand up 
against some of the biggest firms in the 
United kingdom in high-class work, and 
they competed well in price. 	Amongst 
eleven tenders, only one English firm was 
lower than the Manx firms. Now, Mr 
Cunningham has told you that he left the 
Board at a certain point. He said when 
he left, "There are only two firms left in 
—an English firm and "The Isle of Man 
Examiner.'' 

Mr Cunningham: When I returned, 
that was.my  information. 

Mr Norris: That was not his informa-
tion. The question was raised; and then 
I asked for the minutes. The minutes 
showed that the decision ,af the Board waft, 
that the English firm that was lowest, and 
the three lowest Manx firms, were left in. 
It was not as he has told this Court, the 
English firm and "The Isle of Man Ex-
aminer." There is something else. Ho 
leads this Court to believe that, out of 
favouritism to "The Isle of Man Times," 
the "Examiner" has been treated badly. 
I say they were treated with more con-
sideration than any of the other firms be-
fore the Board. I will prove it. When 
the tenders were opened in the first in-
stance, one of the stipulations was, that 
the various firms must submit samples of 
paper and of the work they had done pre-
viously, to show the quality of the work. 
A sample of the sort of paper—art, 
semi-art paper; cover. aLd everything 
else, must be submitted. What was the 
position when Broadbent's tender was 
opened? There was no sample, and there 
was a price. They said, if the price was 
favourable, samples of paper ;would be 
put in later. They dil not comply with 
the tender. They were a cit Cri it. What. 
did we do ? We postponed c"nsideration 
of the whole of the tenders for one week, 
to enable Broadbent's to put in quality of 
paper supplied, and the quality of work 
proposed to be given to the Beard. The 
hon. member tells us that the Beard de-
cided that only the "Examiner" and the 
English firm were kit in; and, yet, we had 
not then received a scrap of paper from 
Broadbent's! Is not that an answer? We 
met a week later. The hon. member said, 
"We decided, last week, that only Broad-
bent's and the English firm were left in." 
"Nothing of the sort," we said. "We in-
cluded all the Manx firms " Then, Broad-
bent's put in their tender and revised their 
price, because they put in a different 
quality of paper. But the hon. member 
objected. He was out to see that Brown , 
Sons did not get the order. He was out 
to send the work across the water. So 
was the hon. member for Castletown. The 
hon. member for Castletown made this 
statement—Had the English firm been 
more than the Manx tender, he would have 
sent{ it across the water. 	("On what 
grounds?") On the ground of quality of 
work. We had a very poor quality of 
work last year. The previous year's Guide 
was a very good sample of workmanship, 
and we stipulated for that standard. It 
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is rb free Guide, and we don't want. the 
most expensive Guide that could be put 
out. 

Mr Cunningham: But, you want to pay 
£135 more for it than you need do. 

Mr Norris: £35 more; and the hon. 
member knows it. Now, your Excellency. 
that was the position. Broadbent's did 
not send in specimens of the paper nor a 
single, sample of their work ; and they 
also stated that, if they got the contract. 
they could not carry it out here, but would 
have to collaborate with a firm across the 
water. 

Mr Cunningham: They were too honest. 
Mr Norris: If it was going across the 

water, why not giro the order to the 
lowest English firm? Should we try and 
save £130 on a £3,500 job by sending work 
off the Island? The majority of the Com-
mittee decided for local labour and 
patriotism. 

Mr J. D. Qualtrough: To get Press sup-
port. 

Mr Norris: Nothing of the kind. On 
the second occasion on which we met, 
letter was sent in from Brown & Sons, 
and it was unanimously decided that the 
letter should not be opened. 

Mr S. D. Qualtrough : Tho Chairman 
made a statement that it. was a lower 
tender. 

Mr Norris: No. The Chairman made 
a statement that there had been a lettoi 
received ham' Broadher.t's. revising their 
tender, and he said that there was also a 
letter from the "Times"; and someone 
moved that the letters be not' opened 
until the tenders were settled. 

The Speaker: Do I understand that the 
letter came from Brown & Sons after the 
tender had been accepted. 

Mr S. D. Qualtrough: That is 
incorrect. 

The Speaker: Did it come in at the 
first? 

Mr Norris: No. a week later, at the 
adjourned meeting. 

The Speaker: That was before the ten- 
ders were accepted. 	Was the letter 
opened? 

Mr Norris: No member of the Board 
had any knowledge what it contained, or 
any information. 

Mr J. D. Qualtrough : I challenge the 
Chairman, The Ohainman said that be  

had received a letter with a lower tender, 
and I moved that it he not entertained. 

The Speaker: Had the Board any know-
ledge of what was in the letter. It might 
have been a letter about the weather. 

Mr Norris : We had information that the 
letter was from Brown and Son s, and that 
was all. Some member asked the ques-
tion "Does the letter reduce the price?" 
and the answer was that it did not /e-
duce the price. 

The Speaker: Someone knew of the 
price? 

Mr S. D. Qualtrough: The letter was 
open in the Chairman's hands, and he tok'd 
us that it was a lower tender. 

Mr J. II.. Kerruish : I deny that. your 
ExcelIlmey If this sort of thing is to 
continue it will be necessary to have a 
phonograph at all the meetings to record 
what the members say. I have been 
connected with public life in this Nand 
for fifty years, and I never saw such 
confusion at a Board meeting as there was 
at this. I could not understand it. 
was informed by the Secretary that he 
had received a letter from Messrs. Brown 
and Sons. I told the T3oard„; and Mr 
Chain, the hon. member for Ayre, moved 
that the letter be with-;held. Members" 
knew nothing about what was in the letter 
al after the tenders had been decided. 

Mr J. D. Qualtrough : The hon. mem. 
ber is entirely wrong, He has forgotten 
what happened. 

Mr Cunningham: I wish to make a 
personal explanation. Mr Norris suggests 
that my attitude was due to the personal 
attack made upon me by Mr Brown at 
the Licensing Court. It is the exact 
opposite. The hon. member is confusing 
cause and effect. Mr Brown knew per-
fectly well the line I was adopting in the 
Board of Athertisilig, and he was so full 
of steam that had he not blown it off he 
would have burst. 

Curphey : My recollection of what 
took place, and I was there that morning 

The Governor: The hon. member for 
North Douglas is speaking. 

Mr Norris: I just wanted to point this 
oat, that by keeping the job on the Islam] 
you employ local lbaour ; at Ceast twelve 
girls will he kept in. employment, and it 
is doubtful even at the kiwer price whether 
the English contract would have been 
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cheaper, because it would have necessi-
tated the Secretary paying two or three 
visits to England to pass proofs, etc. all 
of which means a good deal of expense. 
In connection with that, Brown and on 
de a good deal of work in the way of 
corrections, etc. on this job which are 
never charged for; things for which we 
certainly would have to pay if done by 
the English firm. 

Mr J. D. Cluoas: It is not the point 
whether the job went across the water or 
stayed here; the whole point is, did the 
tenderers get fair play. I appeal to the 
House to let the matter go to a Committee. 

Mr Norris: I submit that the members 
of the Board were honest and sincere. 
and acted in the hest interests of the 
Island. No harm has been done to anyone, 
and even the English firm mentioned aro 
printing the cover. 

Mr Cunningham: That is good. that. 
Mr Norris: That part of the work has 

to be done off the Island. 
Mr Cunningham: It is simply splendid. 
The Governor: Are members ready to 

vote on the motion that the matter be 
referred to a Committee. 

Mr J. D. Qualtrough: I have a right to 
be heard before it is decided. 

The Attorney-General: That will be two 
aside. 

The Governor: The Court will adjourn 
till 2-45. 
. The Court resumed after lunch, 

The Governor: When the Court ad-
journed, we were considering the appoint- 
ment of members to the Advertising 
Board. The hon. member for North 
Douglas had just spoken. 

Mr J. D. Quathrough: Your ExceYeney, 
I am somewhat sorry that this matter has 
come up for public debate. I could have 
wished the motion of the Attorney-General 
to have been accepted and carried by the 
Court at once, so as to have avoided at 
all events a continuance of a discussion 
that cannot be regarded as very edifying, 
or much to the credit of the Court. At 
the same time, the matter has come to a 
stage at which all who are prineipaqy 
interested, and have raised the matter of 
the resignations, have a right to be heard. 
I wish to say that, in sending in my 
resignation, I do not do so on. any per- 

sonal grounds whatever. In any action 
have taken, I have been moved purely by 
what seemed to me to be a question of 
grave public interest, and the welfare of 
the Isle of Man. It was because I thought 
the Board of Advertising was pursuing a 
policy which was not in the best interests 
of the Wand, and, from an advertising 
point of view, certain y was very harmful 
to the Island, that I felt I could no longer 
be associated with the Board. I hold no 
brief for the defeated firms, or against the 
succeesful firm in the bnatter ofd these 
tenders and this contract of printing the 
Guide. Between "The Times" and "The 
Examiner," two local papers, I am en-
tirely unmoved by any consideration of 
persona'- partiality whatever. With re-
gard to the statement that has been made 
in this Court, this morning, both by the 
Chairman of the Board, and by my hon. 
friend, Mr Norris, don't think that up 
to a certain point there was any grave 
matter of division among the Board. I 
am verfeettkv certtyin. that it had benii 
arrived at conclusively that two firms were 
the cheapest, and those two firms were 
selekillekd flor Special !oon_sideratAon at a 
subseqiient meeting of the Board. But 
in regard to one firm, and that was Messrs 
S. K. Broadbent & Co., questions had been 
asked in the Board meeting regarding cer-
tain points of detail which the Board felt 
it was bound to have further information 
upon, and on which they decided to write 
to Messrs 13roadbent m Co., and have full 
information, before they, at the fonew-
ing meeting, settled finally to whom the 
tender should be given. It is in the 
final meeting of the Board that the matters 
toolz place which seemed to me conclu-
sively to point to the existence of seine:- 
thing which I do not regard as savoury, 
and which resulted in the contract being 
placed, as I think, in a manner not in the 
interests Of the Island: When the last 
meeting took place, at which the matter 
was settled, it was obvious that there was 
an attempt to bring in the firm of Brown 
h Sons, which had been ruled out. There 
was an attempt to bring the firm to the 
front again, whereas the issue seemed to 
have rather settled itself between Messrs 
S. K. Broadbent & Co., and Taylor, Gar-
nett & Evans. I !cave the Court to judge 
as to whether that was in the best in-
terests of the Island. I am reluctant to 
say that it was improper. I am net hare 
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to say that those members who brought 
forward 'the 'mune of Messrs Brown & 
Sons were acting in an. improper manner. 
But what was the position? it is neeess-
.szy to review the history of two years of 
advertising to show clearly my own motives 
in giving my vote. In the previous years 
the Guide; issued by Messrs Brown & 
Sons, was considered, I believe, unani-
mously by the Board, to be an unsatisfac-
tory production. I don't think I am 
attributing anything to any single mem-
ber of the Board which any of them would 
care to get up and contradict. The Board 
was profoundly dissatisfied with the Guide 
for 1920, and:, with the Guide in mind, 
it had decided for 1921., to go in for a 
policy that would secure the best possible 
value to the Island in the matter of a 
Guide. With that end in view, tenders 
were invited from a considerable mimber 
of firms. I believe all the firms on this 
side of the water, who were in a position 
to tender, were asked, and a considerable 
number of firms across the water, who 
hold a very high standing in the printing 
trade, and have a reputation for turning 
out the highest class of work, 	Those 
,tenders came in, and at the last meeting 
we hod before us the cheapest of the lot, 
teat of Messrs Taylor, Garnett & Evans, 
which was at least £135 cheaper than 
Messrs Brown & Sons. 

Mr J. D. Cluea.se That was the first 
meeting. 

Mr J. D. Qualtrough: The last meet-
ing. We had arrived at the 
ereapest firm—Taylor, Garnett, and 
Evans—and they had produced 
a considerable number of samp'es of their 
wmic of a similar nature in the industrial 
and holiday resort, spheres, and it was 
obvious to me, as a layman, that it was 
magnificent work. It was a class of work 
that would have done the Island good. 
It was proposed to send out this year at 
::east 75,000 envies of the Guide. If we 
sent out 75,000 Guides, does it 
make any difference what is 
the quality of the 'mark? tf 
you send out one of inferior workmanship 
and have to compete with other visiting 
resorts that have their Guides made up 
by firms of the highest standing, who tern 
cut an artistic production, which is in 
itself an advertisement for a watering-
place, which would the Court choose? 

They would undoubtedly, as a Board, se-
lect the Guide that would advertise the 
Island the best. In any criticism of my 
action, I want this to be dearly under-
stood, that if I proposed to send the work 
off the Island, it was not only because we 
were saving £135, but infinitely more, be-
cause there was every reason to hope and 
think we were going to get a work that 
would do the Island good. That was what 
prompted me to go for that firm. The 
meeting started, and that was the 
position. As soon as the meeting started, 
we had first the spectacle of the Chairman 
of the Board, who—in spite of his eon-
eontrodiation this morning, I must 
state to be true—produced from Messrs 
Brown & Sons a lower tender. He 
did not state how much it was lower, 
but he said "I have in my hand a 
revised tender from Messrs Brown & Sons, 
it is a lower tender, I may say." I im-
mediatiely got up, and proposed that the 
tender he not entertained, At that posi-
tion in the negotiations, we lied no right 
to re-open the matter of tenders, because, 
if one firm was ready to re-tender, the 
same privilege should be accorded to all 
the firms 	(Hear, hear.) 	The Board 
.greed with that point of view, which was 
thel only possible one. This fact would 
at once have dawned on the minds of hon. 
members, that it was, in all human 
probability, certain that Messrs Brown & 
Sons had got to know that they were by 
no means the lowest. It was obvious, to 
my mind, that there had been a leakage 
of information; that there had been a 
breach of confidence on the part of some 
member, or someone connected with the 
Board. That seemed to me to be a highly 
improper thing. Messrs Brown & Sons 
should.never have got to know the posi: 
Lion. There was a further matter. There 
were two letters received, purporting to 
come from two societies in the Isle of 
Man. The first was from the Master 
Primers' Association, and time second from 
the Typographical Society 	The letter 
from the Master Printers was a very long 
screed, and went at considerable length 
into argument,; why work should not be 
sent off the island. 	It .stated, frankly, 
that it had come to their ears that it was 
proposed to send the work off the Island, 
and gave many reasons why it should not 
be done. The hon. member for North 
Douglas, a member of the Master Printers' 
Association, sitting in the Board-room, ac- 
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'tually! said, "Well, gentlemen, I am a 
member of the Master Printers' Associa-
tion, but I know nothing at all about that 
letter." I believe there are other mein. 
hers of the Master Printers' Association 
in the Court, and, if they know anything 
about the letter, or where it came from, it 
is up to them to say so. 

Mr A. H. Teare: I don't. 
Mr J. D. Qualtrough: The hon. mem-

ber knows nothing about it? 
Mr A. H. Team: No; I do not. 
Mr J. D. Qualtrough: There was a 

letter from the Typographical Society, 
asking that the work should not be sent 
off the Island. I am ready to declare that 
all work should be kept on the Island, all 
other things being equal, and even if they 
are not. I am whole-heartedly in favour 
of that policy, for 	believe all Boards 
ought to do what they consider to be the 
best in the interests of the Island. But, 
that is the position. In the first place, 
Messrs Broadbent & Co. said, in their 
letter, that, owing to having to work 
under such very high pressure, they were 
unable to carry out the whole of the con-
tract,' frecause they were so busy they 
could not do it. In the second place, it is 
within the knowledge of the Court that 
Messrs Brown & Sons are so busy that it 
is only with the greatest difficulty they can 
keep pace with the work that we have for 
them to do as compilers of the official de-
bates, and I put it that it was a fact that 
Messrs Brown & Sons themselves have had 
to send work off the Island, because they 
have not had time to carry it out. The 
question of employment on the Island is 
one that we, as a Court, would go a long 
way to meet; but we are not going to al-
low that to be used as an argument, when 
it has no force, to subvert and hinder the 
Advertising Board from rendering the 
best possible service to the Island. My 
complaint was that the Board gave the 
order to the firm -whose work was con-
sidered unsatisfactory last year; it was 
fail from being the cheapest this year. 
;Title Board neither studied quality nor 
price. It was not even the cheapest local 
firm; so, if it was the desire to give the 
work to a local firm, that argument would 
not hold good. The cheapest firm was also 
the best firm, and it had submitted excel-
lent samples.• There was the fact that 
there had been obvious leakages from the 
Board meeting. I do not want to let any 

hon. member down; but it will illustrate 
my point when I say that the hon. member 
for Ayre in this Court, to-day—came to 
the Board with this story, that he had 
been told by a certain individual. connec-
ted with the "Times" that the reason why 
the -work was so bad, last year, was on 
account of the ink that the Board had 
selected. The secretary of the Board was 
there, and he immediately saict "That is 
incorrect, gentlemen. The ink was 
selected by Messrs Brown & Sons them-
selves " They suggested the ink the 
previous year, and suggested it to the 
Board. We actually have this position--
that it almost sounds like a Gilbert & 
Sullivan opera. We have -this position—
that a member of the Board :should tell the 
Board that it was on account of the ink 
wo had selected that the Guide was so bad 
last year. The principles by whic‘a I have 
been ruled have been, to get the best pos-
sible results in advertising by any and 
every means to get the hest Guide. I 
believe in the principle that it has been 
asserted in this Court, this morning, that, 
if you ask men in business to tender for a, 
job„ you imply you are going to give them 
a fair and straight deal. if you al-e not 
going to 	do not ask them to 
waste their timei iii compiling tenders. 
Also—and this is from the hon. member 
for North Douglas—he indicated for the 
first time that he wished to keep the job 
or the Island. Ho suggested that we 
should ask an expert to indicate to the 
Board what would be a fair and reason-
able price to pay for the work, so that 
we should know whether we had been done 
rightly by, or not. There was a further 
question which I did not like. and that 
was, when the matter was put to the 
meeting, the Chairman did not vote. 
There were five and five. The Chairman, 
possibly, had reasons for not voting. 
When the matter was a tie, five to five, 
the Chairman recorded his vote. Person-
ally, I wish that he had not done so. In 
the matter of patriotism, I hope that this 
argument is not going to be used in any 
small or local sense to blind the eyes of 
the Court. I take it we are all patriots, 
though wo differ on points of policy. It 
cannot be said that, because certain people 
have voted to keep this job on the Island, 
they are patriots, and that those who 
voted otherwise have no claim for patriot-
ism. Personally, I am not concerned for 
the moment as to whether hon. members 
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think I have acted. like a patriotic man, 
or not. I am quite content to leave it to 
the Advertising Board. I do not know 
that there is anything else that I ought 
to deal with. The hon. member for North 
Douglas, Mr Norris, said, in his address, 

We have a right to assume there is some-
thing more behind this opposition to 
Messrs Brown & Sons than appears on 
the surface." I submit, quite as strongly. 
that we have a right to assume that there 
is something more behind the attitude of 
partiality to Messrs Brown & Sons—in the 
attitude of the bon. member for North 
Douglas—than appears on the surface. If 
one argument car be advanced, the other 
can. Personally, I do not advance either ; 
but give the hon. member of the Council 
credit 'for his convictions. He may have 
been wronged by Mr Brown, or he may not 
have been. I take it that his attitude all 
through was one that gave evidence of 
the highest honour and integrity. 	lie 
wanted to see fair play and justice done 
all round. When the matter was settled, 
I rose from my seat, and said, "Gentle-
men, I have finished with this Board," 
and went out. The hon. member of the 
Council followed me. I did not want to go 
back to the Board. The Board has 
adopted a policy. They have given an 
order for a Guide, which I sincerely hope 
will turn out a long way better than we 
anticipate. No one hopes more fervently 
than I do that Messrs Brown & Sans will 
retrieve their reputation as publishers of 
the Guide this year ; but, guided by previ-
ous experience, I venture to be pessimistic 
on' that point. With regard to the 12 
girls who were going to be thrown out of 
employment, I do not think, after what 
I have said with regard to the pressure of 
work in the printing trade in the Island, 
that that argument will have much weight 
with the Court, 	There was one point 
raised by the hon. member for North Dan-
gles, with regard to Messrs Broadbent &- 
Co., than an exceptional privilege was ac-
corded to them; they got a second tender 
in. Well, when you consider the different 
position that they area in from Messrs 
Messrs Brown & Sons, it will be very 
obvious that there was nothing in the 
nature of favouritism to Messrs Broad-
bent & Co At tho previous meeting, the 
two cheapest had been established. It was 
decided that certain questions should bo 
asked from Messrs Broadbent & Co., and 
certain assurances given with regard to 

the nature of the paper they proposed to 
use; and their capacity to carry out the 
job. They were written to and asked 
specific questions, and they replied to those 
questions and gave the necessary informa-
tion. 

Mr J. D. Cluces: But, that was not 
given to the English firm. 

Mr J. D. Qualtrough : T quite agree it 
was not given to the English firm, They 
had already submitted their samples. I 
only mention this to show that there was 
no undue desire on my part to get the 
job off the Island. At the first meeting of 
the Board, I fully consented to give 
Messrs Brown & eons the half-hour to get 
thei: tender in. 

Mr J. D. einem: How was it that the 
revised contract was lower 

..Mr J. D. Qualtrough: It was the differ-
ent quality of paper used. We can only 
judge by the samples which were the 
most suitable for reprodecing .photographs 
on. I believe the better quality of your 
paper, the ;I'VE highly finished you can 
reproduce 	y fir block-work. 	The her,. 
metnier for North Douglas, speaking t 
the .Advertisirg vote, in this Court, on 
June 4th, last, said, "We lave reviewed 
our position, owing to the present con-
r-:ition of things, and, when things recover, 
we shall have anorl er vigoroas camPaign, 
A very full advertising scheme is now in 
hand, and will continue to be, eotwith-
etanding the condition of things new. 
Not one penny of this sum is wasted." I 
submit that, in face of what has trans-
pired, that the hon. member cannot again 
come to the Court and say, "not: one 
penny is wasted." 

Mr A. Qualtrough: Does th.e hon. mem-
ber think these letters were forgeries 
(Laughter 

Mr Richard Cain.: It speaks well for the 
Public life of the Island that such a largo 
amount of the time of the Tynwald Court 
should be taken up on a matter of this 
kind, and by a full House, rather than 
by a committee. I have no regret what-
ever for the way I voted on this contract. 
I thought the local firm, who did one job 
of this kind a year, should receive more 
consideration than an English firm who 
did this kind of work every day of the 
year. If we take that into consideration, 
wo are bound to take into consideration 
the whole circumstances. The local 
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tender we accepted was £135 more; but, 
if you consider that we had 11 tenders, 
and that all the English tenders but one 
were higher than the local firm—the 
highest was £1,775, £273 higher—you will 
see that the local firms put in a very fair 
tender. The question arises in my mind—
Do we want to encourage the small firms 
we have in the Island ? Mr Norris should 
be an expert on the value of the work ; 
but he suggested that, instead of asking 
for foreign tenders, we should bring in 
an expert from across, to see that the local, 
firms were giving full value. That was 
not adopted; but the fact that the 
highest tender was £2.75 higher than 
Brown's, and this tender was only 135 
above the  lowest English firm, in a £1,500 
job, shows that the price was fair. When 
settling a question of this sort, we ought 
to take into consideration the whole of the 
economic conditions. Wo bare recently 
voted £99,675 for public works, and most 
of this was done because there was a lack 
of employment on the Island. Would we 
be justified in spending that large amount 
r,f money in relieving unemployment, on 
the one hand, and sending a £1,500 job, 
which could have been done on the Island, 
across the water? When we consider the 
whole economic conditions of the Island, 
wo know that the visiting industry keeps 
us all busy for three months in the year, 
end for the rest of the nine months we 
have a few little industries struggling tb 
live, and here wo have the power to pro-
vide one of those industries with a certain 
amount of work, at an extra cost to the 
Island, if you will, of £135. Would we 
be justified, considering all the circum-
stances, in sending that work off the 
Island? The various industries that have 
been created during the war have all gone, 
and we should do all in our power to pre-
serve those wo have. Every trade in the 
Island suffers from dumped goods. What 

our position with regard to dumping? 
England Imo imposed a duty of 33i per 
cent. on all goods imported from a foreign 
country, and in that schedule of goods 
there are 50,000 articles, and, in addition, 
there is the reparation duty on German 
goods. In brewing, I know more beer :s 
imported than we make here; and all 
could easily be made here, if we had pro-
tection.. We should try to keep all the 
work we can in the Isle of Man. I say 
that the people who voted to keep this 
work on the Island took an honest, just,  

and fair view, and a long view, of the 
matter, and are entitled to as much 
credence as the members who took the 
opposite view. They have behaved rather 
childishly. What would you think of the 
directors of a company who resigned every 
time they could net get their own way? 
It would take the shareholders all their 
time replacing them, and they would 
never get anything done. A similar thing 
has happened in Buxton, as in the Island. 
Tenders were got, but they gave the work 
to a local firm, rather than to the big 
Manchester firm. The very same thing 
also happened in Llandudno, where they 
gave the work to a local firm, though the 
big outside firms were cheaper. 	Goods 
coming in from Germany have to pay 26 
per cent. reparation duty— 

The Governor: I hope that the hon. 
member does not put. the relations between 
the Isle of Man and Great Britain on the 
same footing as the relations between 
Germany and Great Britain. 

Mr Richard Cain: But, it is done to 
prevent Germany dumping; and we 
should consider the same thing, and en-
courage small firms in the Island. The 
same thing is being done in Ramsey, 
Castletown, and Peel, as the Advertising 
Board did. The local authorities all over 
the Island are paying four times more 
for breaking stones) than they need do, 
if they were broken by machinery. Why? 
To keep people in work. There is not a 
single  town in the Island that is not pay-
ing more for its stone than they would 
have to pay if it was broken by machinery 
—7s 6d a ton, as against 2s. You have 
the same conditions all over the Island, 
in the towns and by the Highway Board, 
and so long as we have the same economic 
conditions as wo have at present, we are 
bound to take those conditions into con-
sideration 1 have no hesitation in saying 
that, in voting the way I did, I did the 
right thing; and I would do the same 
thing over again. I say that we were 
justified in acting as we did, and, so long 
as the economic conditions are as they 
are, we must all endeavour to keep as 
much business as we can on the Island 
during the winter. I felt sorry to hear 
Mr Cunningham import so much heat into 
the discussion in this Court, and he dis-
played quite as much heat at the Board, 
instead of judging it on its merits, what 
is purely a matter of policy. One section 
of the Board failed entirely to give credit 
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for the same honesty of purpose by which 
they were actuated to those who were op-
posed to them, and who, I maintained, 
were equally entitled to the same. con-
sideration. 

Mr A. Qualtrough: I would like to 
point out to his Excellency that those 
two letters which were sent to the Board 
should be referred to the Attorney-Gen-
eral, for the protection of the purity of 
every Board of the Island. 	They are 
forged letters, and I beg to draw his Ex-
cellency's attention to them. 

Mr Alfred Teare: I can disabuse the 
hon. member's mind of any suspicion as 
to the letter from the Typographical As-
sociation, which was an expression of 
opinion from the working printers of the 
Wand, that work should not be sent off 
the Island that can be done as well here. 
No doubt, it was difficult to judge from 
the samples of work, because a firm always 
sends its hest. Last year's Guide, printed 
by Brown & Sons, was not all that it 
might have been. I might go so far as 
to say that it was the ink, in that case, 
that spoiled the job. Whoever it was that 
was responsible for picking the ink,, they 
picked ink that should not have been 
chosen for a job of that kind. I do not 
know, when the Board were considering, 
this, whether they had before them a•ny 
guarantee that the work would be done 
in Manchester; but I do know that, en 
the mainland, there is a lot of dissatisfac-
tion because of the large amount of print-
ing now being done on the continent, in 
the name of English, firms. Printing is 
being done on the Continent and supplied 
to customers in England as if it had been 
done by English firms. The year that the 
Guide was printed off the Island it was one 
nines of mistakes. People who write the 
copy use a lot of contractions, and, unless 
the working printer understands these 
abbreviations, it means a lot of author's 
corrections. I would like to know whether 
the price quoted covered all corrections. 
or whether author's corrections had to be 
an additional charge. If author's correc-
tions were to he charged for, the difference 
of £135 would soon be wiped off. Were 
these things considered by the Board when 
they considered the difference of £13.3? 
With regard to the pressure of printing 
lecrk, whieh some members have referred 
to, it is in direct contradiction•of what the 
"la'e of Man Examiner" said, four weeks 
ago. iii_Iondon. I was there in the 

interests of the Manx printers, to see if 
the Island could be put on a higher scale 
of remuneration, and the argument used 
on behalf of the employers' representatives 
was, the great slackness of trade in the 
printing tradh &or mine months in the 
year. 1_ third: that the majority of the 
Beard„ in deciding to place this order on 
the Island, did the correct thing. We 
have done a great deal to relieve the dis-
tress among the labouring class, this 
winter; but we have :lone very little for 
the artisan class, and we should do all in 
our power to encourage work among that 
class in the winter. No local firm can set 
up machinery to deal with a job of this 
description, if they can only he sure of 
netting the .fob one year. 

The Receiver-Generale It seems to me 
that the Board of Advertising had no 
right to ask for outside contracts -unless 
they intended Ito acoept them. In nil 
cases in the Board with which I am con-
nected.,, if we ask for tenders we feel 
bound to aceeet the lowest, or at least 
give them all due consideration. The 
Beard had either to adopt that course, 
or they had two other courses open to 
them. They could have given the order 
to ens firm without regard to the price 
to be charged, or they could ask an expert 
to see whether at the price quoted they 
were getting real value. I think that the 
(Advelitiising Beard have ,rivade s great 
blunder in acting as they have, and in 
felting English people that they need not 
apply for 'Minx work. I hope that this 
discussion will not get into the English 
papers, because if English people get to 
know that when they made an honest 
tender for work, it would not he con-
sidered, it will be about the worst form 
of advertisement we can get. It will cer-
tainly do us more harm than spending 
£1,500 here. 

Mr Norris: The hon. member is quite 
wrong in suggesting that this printing 
firm is connected with any newoeaper 
in Manchester. Messrs Taylor, Garnett, 
Evans ,C.7, Co., were connected with the 
"Matelester Guardian," but now they are 
quite another firm, and there is no one 
connected with the firm in the "Man-
chester Guardian!' 

The IineeittriGenerair : I did not soy 
they had; but if this gets into the English 
papers, it will do more harm than if you 
never issued any Guide at al. We get 
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money from the English visitor, and I 
think that when an English firm applies 
for work they should receive fair treat-
ment. I am not going into the merits of 
the case, but the course which the Clourt 
adopts, will influence the policy of other 
Boards. Let us do our work fairly and 
squarely. I may say with regard to the 
Harbour Board,, we reeentRy asked for 
tenders for fifteen tons of cement. There 
was only very little between the highest 
and the lowest. There was one from 
Ramsey, one from Castletown, and one 
from Liverpool. The Liverpool tender 
was £4 10s. lower than the other. The 
Harbour Board adopted the English ten-
der because of the principle involved. If 
you act fairly you cannot depart from 
that. The procedure of the Board of 
Advertising cannot be understood or ex-
plained, and I intend voting to send bah 
the men who have acted honourably. I 
have known Mr Cunningham a long time, 
and I know that he is a very important 
mealier of the 13oard of Advertising, and 

hope that the Court 	return him to 
advertise the Island in a business-like 
way. 

Mr Kerrnode: I would point, out with 
regard to my suggestion for nominating 
the two men who have resign, I believe 
that all parties in this case have acted 
honourably, and with the best intentions, 
and I believe the Advertising Board in 
future will work together for the interests 
of the Wand. 

The amendment ;t6:1+ refer the miatter 
back to a Committee of Tynwald was put 
and lost. 

The Attorney-General: May I say a 
word now on the motion before the Court. 
if feel that in the minds of tho members 
of the Court there is a certain amount of 
confusion. It seems to me there are two 
questions to be considered. The first is-- 
is a. Board of Tynwald bound to accept 
the lowest tender? I doubt whether this 
Court ought to express an opinion at all. 
I think it is too cast-iron. Let us take 
an illustration. There is a difference be-
tween a Manx and an English tender of 
£20 odd. Now if we adopt that as a 
principle, they would have to take the 
English tender. I can see practical 
reasons why the Manx tender would be 
an actual saving of many pounds in the 
end. You may be able to save freight  

dartage 	.fivo, 'par six thousand 
articles, at a time. But the thing wants 
a little more analysis , so I do not feel, 
for rnyielf, that I want to vote on the 
principle. I think we must leave the 
Boards to take into consideration sill the 
circumstances. If that principle were in-
volved, I do not know how I should vote. 
I want these two members to be returned 
to the Board; but I do not want to vote 
for them if, in voting for them, T. am voting 
for that principle. The other matter that 
has got mixed up with this debate is the 
question of the personal honour of certain 
members of the Court. In other words, 
was this a job in favour of certain prin-
ters? I state my opinion for what it is 
worth, as the debate has evolved, any 
evidence of that has gone by the hoard. 
I do not like that matter of a tender being 
sent in two days after it was due; I would 
rather that did not happen. But, as a 
matter of fact, the tenders were all opened 
together. Then, after a week, they sent 
in a letter. 

Mr J. D. Qualtrough: May I point out 
Sou cannot refer to the letter. The letter 
has not been laid before the Board. The 
Chairman got it in 'there was a lower 
tender. That was the only point in dis-
cussion. 

The Attorney-General!: They unani-
mously decided to ignore it. I do not like 
the lower tender being sent in. The letter 
simply says that they have become aware 
from the paper manufacturers that the 
price of paper had fallen, and they could 
reduce £45 or £50. But, as a matter of 
fact, the letter was not read, and the 
Board ignored it. It was not, even then, 
anywhere near the lowest tender. 
Now, that we have the whole thing ven-
tilated, we find that while there are one 
or two incidents that are not very nice, 
there was nothing approaching a job, and, 
on the whole, the Board judged this 
matter fairly. While several members of 
the Board ham, spoken; none of them 
have told us why the lower tender from 
the "Examiner" was not accepted. 

Mr Norris: For this reason — the 
"Examiner" colid-not produce any quality 
of work equal to what we require. They, 
themselves, also said that they would have 
to collaborate with an English firm. 

Mr Cunningham "The Times" are do-
ing the same thing, 

Appointments on the Advertising Board.. 



TYNWALD COURT., MARCH: 7, 1922. 	 511 

       

Mr QuaItrough: It is simply an accident 
from the way the thing was put. There 
was a motion and an amendinet. Tne 
motion was for one firm, and the amend-
ment was for the cheapest Manx firm. 
ir think the original motion was that 
Taylor, Garnett & Evans should get the - 
job, and the amendment was that Brown 
& Sons get the job; so the friends of 
Brown & Sons completely cut out the 
"Examiner." 

Mr Norris: Because Broadbent's had not 
submitted the quality of paper ea the 
work that they lied done. If we were to 
go across the water, we might as well go 
direct 

Mr R. Cain: Not only that, but the 
work that WAS produced was done by a 
Manchester firm. 

The Attorney-General: Now that we 
have ventilated the subject, we can take 
our conclusions that on the whole, prob- 
ably in detail, the Board acted quite 
honourably; that two members resented 
circumstances which should not ever occur 
again; that more strict care should ho 
taken in opening and dealing with these 
tenders. I think we can now send them 
back again, feeling every confidence that 
the Board will work more harmoniously 
in the future, and that this will not 
occur again. 

Mr d. D. Micas: After the remarks of 
the Attorney-General, I feel I must pro-
test against the impression that be has 
conveyed. I think this is about the most 
unsavoury question that has come before. 
Tynwald for a long time. To say the 
whole matter has been cleare -1 up, is to 
take a quite erroneous view; it only goes 
to show that in getting tenders, and in 
examining tenders, you have to be ex-
tremely cautious that nothing leaks out. 
I think it is almost an invariable rule that 
when tenders are sent in and cfpened, they 
should be decided at once, and no oppor-
tunity should be given for spreading the 
news outside. In a small place like the 

ni Man, to adjcurn discussion on these 
. tenders for a week, and say that you are 

not communicating with anybody is futile. 
We knew perfectly well that competitors 
in England would be well aware that those 

• in the Isle of Man would hear everything. 
3: hnve not the slightest doubt, in this case, 
that these remarks went round, and it is 
ridiculous for members of this Court and 

 

members of that Board to try to draw a 
red herring across the! path, by asking 
would we he justified in sending the work 
across the water. Rave these tenderers 
had fair play? 1 do not think so for one 
moment. I. was glad to hear the hon. 
member for Castletown state that, in ask-
ing the English firms to tender, it was to 
give them exactly the same chance as any 
local man; because, nothing would tend 
to give a worse name to this Island than 
that we should ask people on the other 
side .eo tender simply for the sake of com-
paring them with our local tenders. To 
suggest the idea that anybody acting on 
that principle, and, at the same time, 
thinking they are acting fairly to these 
people, is an extraordinary condition of 
mind which I, for one, cannot understand. 
I quite agree that the best thing would 
have been, in this ease, to have referred 
it to a small committee. Instead of that, 
we have set out to wash ors dirty linen 
in public. The matter has been, with all 
its nauseating features, pretty well die 
closed. Non. members have expressed 
a hope it will not get across the water. 
Their hope is very innocent and child-like. 
It strikes mo that nothing would please 
newspapers of a certain type better, than 
to circulate this far and wide. I do hope 
that one result of this discussion will be 
to make members of Boards more careful 
it dealing with tenders in the future than 
they have been in this case. 

Mr Dalgleish; I wish to associate my-
self with the admiration of the two hon. 
members who have resigned their position. 
over this matter. They felt—and all sin-
cere members of Boards would feel the 
same—that the business was not conducted 
on the right lines. As a member of the 
Court, this, to my mind, sets up a very 
awkward precedent. If we are to ask for 
tenders for certain work, and the Board 
has decided beforehand, and concluded 
that a certain person must get that work, 
what is going to become of our reputation 
for honesty? 

Mr Richard Cain: You have no right 
to make that assertion. To assume that 
members of the Board of Advertising had 
decided to give tho -Londe,. to Brown & 
Sons in the first instance, is false. 

The Governor: I think the bon. mem-
ber implies very much more than he is 
justified in doing. 

DaJglei.Fh: I am concerned, as a 
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member, with other Boards—Are we to 
act up to these tenders and do the best 
with them, or, are we simply to push 
aside everyone, and say one must get it 
1 think, in the conduct of business in the 
Isle of Man, this is a very bad precedent. 
it debars competition. is it likely that, 
when tenders are asked for, that business 
firms will compete, after this exhibition? 
What is going to happen to the manage-
ment, of business in this island? It is 
simply left to one firm, and it will ho 
known that only one firm will get the job, 
and there is no need for anyone else to 
apply. These people have got. the Board 
of Advertising in their grip, They can-
not move. They have no power to move 
when they do not get competition; and 
it will he well circulated that there will be 
no use applying or tendering for any 
business of the sort. It sets up a wrong 
precedent, and I hope we shall send back 
the two members who resigned. 

Mr R. C. Cain: I did not intend to 
speak on this question; hut, I am bound 
to say that, to me, this is the most un-
edifying exhibition that I have seen in 
this Tynwald Court since 1 have been a 
member. But, the question I have to ask 
myself, not being a. member of the Board, 
19 this—What particular,  ,object woeld any 
member of that Board have in giving the 
contract to any particular firm? When I 
look over the names of the Board, judging 
from their names, I would not doubt but 
that every gentleman on that Board would 
act honourably. ("You are innocent!") 
I never find persons guilty until I prove 
them so. I was particularly struck with 
the remarks of the hon. member for Ayre. 
This is the point I do not like about the 
whole business—He laboured the question 
very considerably, that the work should 
be done in the Island. I agree. But, did 
the hon. member, when they were consider-
ing the question, put that view before the 
Board of Advertising, and that you must 
not ask for tenders across the water? If 
the hon. member did; that, I commend 
him. But, to come here and say, "We 
must keep the work on the Island," only 
provokes the ,inestion—''Why did you ask 
for tenders outside the island?" I believe, 
if I had been a member of the Board of 
Advertising, I would have voted with the 
hon. member, to have kept it to the 
Island„ rf p.opsible. 	Unfortunately, one 
cannot help `thinking that there is some-
thing more in this business than has come 

out in the debate in this Court. What-
ever views we may hold politically, we have 
no right to let that influence our dis-
cretion in doing public work. I cannot 
help thinking, after all, that influence pre- 
vailed: When I nominated the hon. 

member for South Douglas, this morning, I 
did not wish to support the gentlemen who 
had resigned from this Board. I thought 
they had definitely made up their minds 
toe withdraw from the Board, when Mr 
Norris said, if these gentlemen were re-
elected to the Board, there would be other 
resignations. 	I have full confidence in 
the gentlemen who resigned; nor do I 
doubt the honesty of other members who 
have taken the eppo6te new. With ehe 
consent of Capt. Maddrell,, I withdraw 
his nomination if these gentlemen are pre-
pared to go hack and work in the interests 
of the Board. I trust that if, on a. future 
occasion, anything of tins sort arises, a 
committee -will 1)e appointed to take 
evidence, instead of washing kfie dirty 
linen in public, as has been done in this 
case 

Mr W. Moore. Before I vote, I would 
like to hear something from all the mem-
bers of the Board of Advertising about 
resigning. The Court is very likely to 
vote these gentlemen back to the Board. 
If I thought the other members were not 
agreeable to that, I would not vote for 
it. There has been a lot said about wash-
ing dirty iben. That would not have 
been said so often, if the other members 
of the Board had cleared the ground. I do 
not see anything to charge the Advertising 
Board with, except the action of the Chair-
man, The Chairman voted to give the con-
tract to Brown & Sons, Ltd., when ne 
knew the contents of their revised tender. 
There was a. letter received from the 
Master Printers' Association; and, yet, 
two gentlemen in the Court who .ire 
master printers say they knew nothing 
about the despatch of that letter. I do 
not see how that could happen. ("Vote I") 

The motion was put for the re-election 
of Messrs Cunningham and 1 D. Quad-
trough. This being agreed to, the sub-
ject dropped. 

WAR PENSIONS COMMITTEE. 
The Governor: The next item is "War 

Pensions Committee.--Appointment of a 
member in place of Deenister Callow, 
resigned." 

War Pensions Committee. 
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The Speaker: I beg to propose the hon. 
member for Middle, Mr Charles Gill, as 
a member of the War Pensions Committee. 
He is on the spot, and can attend meet-
ings easily. 

Mr A. J. Tearo seconded the motion 
and it waS carried unanimously. 

HARBOUR BOARD EXPENDITURE. 

The Receiver-General moved the follow-
ing resolution: 

That the Treasurer of the Isle of Man be 
authorized to pay to tho Isle of Man Harbour 
Commissioners a sum not exceeding £4,860, 
to be applied toward the maintenance of the 
harbours of the island, such sum to be in 
addition to the sum of £17,589 38 9d, voted 
by the Court on the 3rd June, 1921, such sum 
to be provided as follows:— 

From current revenue 	 £3,000 0 0 
From passenger tax and 

harbour dues account 	1,660 0 0 

£4,060 0 0 

The Receiver-General. We have passed 
tlirough an exceptional year, unprece-
derded in the history of the, Harbour 
Board. We have not purchased anything 
new; we have not even from this money 
incurred the expenditure of purchasing an 
extra spade. We have not undertaken 
any new work, or indulged in new enter-
prises. We have simply gone on in the 
usual course, and purpose expending the 
estimate and nothing more than the 
estimate which we submitted to the Court 
in March of last year. But, as the Court 

know we were faced with events 
which put us to a test as to what we 
should do under certatin circumstances. 
Usually, when the season ontnniencos in 
the T.ti:e of Man, a number of the em-
ployees of the Harbour Board simply go 
their own way, prosecute their own call-
ing. We expected that would take place 
this year as usual; that is, that about half 
of our staff, in Douglas particular y, 
would leave us, and take up their quarters 
on the Pier, as porters, etc.,. and 'we 
would be relieved of payment of the wages 
required to pay them. This year, not a 
man went, not a single individual, and 
the Board was faced with an amount of 
unemployment in existence. The ques-
tion then for us was, are we going to 
sack those men, and swell the army of 
unemployed, or can we usefully employ 
them and tide over the present emergency 
in the hope that it will come to an end. 

Unfortunately:, the year has been a year 
of unemployment. I must apologise for 
doing so, but we really found some useful 
employment in the yard for the men, and 
oontinued to pay them, and a sum of 
£3,400 in respect of Dogulas was spent 
absolutely in wages. We have spent that 
much more than what we intended when 
we started the year. Of course, it is not 
always possible to estimate accurately. 
Sometimes the Board may be overspent, 
and sometimes underspent. This sum of 
£3,100 has been spent in the town of 
Douglas on wages to men, who, I think, 
were fairly usefully employed; it was not 
absolutely wasted, it was not charity or 
pauperism, but wo were getting a fair 
return on the money spent. We ven-
tured on that, without the Court's con-
sent. Perhaps we may be chastised in the 
Court for not altering the estimate, or 
making further suggestions in order to 
do this particular work. We have mac-
adamised the North and South Quays; we 
have set up a stone-breaker, which has 
been the property of the Harbour Board 
for twenty years or more, and which has 
never been put into use until this year. 
Wo have been continuing in employment 
all the men it was possible to utilise in 
doing that, and in quarrying and crushing 
stone, and other work, and we have a 
quantity of stone prepared for purposes 
that the Board may require in the near 
future, which we consider a fair asset as 
against this expenditure. Therefore, I 
am not saying the money is lost. It is 
spent, but not lost. Then we come to the 
next expenditure with regard to Port 
Soderiek. Everyone will know that there 
is an industry there, a very enjoyable sea 
trip springing up from the Victoria, Pier 
to the creek at Port Soderick. We want 
to foster and encourage any industry of 
that sort, not only for the sake of the 
money to be got out of it, but we want to 
make opportunities for enjoyment for our 
visitors. We did, in our estimate, pro-
vide for £200 to be spent for this particu-
lar purpose, ibut it is like many other 
things, you cannot exactly estimate the 
work winch is to bo done in the year. 
We had to employ divers and run a barge 
to lift the boulders from the landing, and 
we dO spend more without fairly estima-
ting ie. the first instance, what the amount 
of the work would cost, and we wore astray 
a sum of about £150 in that particular. 

Harbour Board Expenditure. 
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Then we come to Port St. Mary. There 
is in Port St. Mary a source of great 
.daeiger since the breiakerateir has1 been 
erected.. There is a set-off under the sea 
on the side of the breakwater that is 
used by vessels, and when vessels are 
moored there, with the receding tide they 
sometimes stick on it. Some receive 
damage, but the Harbour Board and this 
Court have been fortunate that there has 
never been a claim made up to the 
present. Although we know vessels have 
stuck on that ridge, and might have re-
ceived damage, the Harbour Board were 
desirous of removing that. In this year 
we have spent £150, and we have about 
halfway removed it. It is all divers 
work, and it is a slow process, as the 
Court, will appreciate, and,' being under 
the sea, it is very costly, and we have 
over-spent our estimate in Port St. Mary 
by £150. Then we come to Port Erin; 
there we have exceeded our estimates. by 
£60, owing to the collapse of a boundary 
wall. Hon. members who know Port Erin, 
will remember there is a cliff on the south 
side of the harbour, and on the top of 
that cliff there is a stone wall. The earth 
part of that precipice works away in the 
weather, and frequently we have falls of 

• the boundary, and it is a most difficult 
task to get it repaired. We have spent 
£60 in repairing that. Then we have the 
question of bonuses. We knew that 
bonuses would be required, and we said 
at the early part of the year, whatever 
the bonuses were, we would ask the Court 
to vote £620 to complete the bonuses in 
the same way as bonuses are paid to other 
officers in the isle of Man. Then we have 
another item—a sum of £460, which was 
spent by the Board in re-surfacing the 
quay at Peel. When the camp was there, 
there were rails ktiid from the railway 
station to the end of the Pier by the 
military—by the Board of Works, or the 
camp authorities. When the camp came 
to an end, we requested the authorities 
to replace the surface of the quay in its 
former condition. They suggested we 
should do it. It has been done, and we 
have spent £460. We hope to get the 
money back, but it has not come yet, and 
in the meantime wn want to balance our 
accounts. When the audit takes place on 
the 31st Mardi, we have got to have 
equare amounts, and we begin on April 
1st, without a penny or any balance to 

our credit. Now that makes a total of 
£4,860, which I now ask the Court to grant 
to us, merely to balance our acromits. 
We meat have that, or I de not know 
what posltien the Board will find itself in 
when 1.1.e, auditor comes and finds a ciei,it 
lial:ance. I hope the Court will justify 
our action in causing employment at a 
time when unemployment was very acute 
indeed. I hope the Court will grant this 
modest sum to tido us over to another 
year. 

Mr A. Qua'trough: I beg to second the 
proposition so ably put by the Receiver-
General. I would like to point out than 
I have a certain amount of suspicion with 
regard to this grant being kept back from 
the harliburs, 	have a suspicion that 
there is some person from this side been 
wanting to show what fino people they are, 
and has written to somebody else across 
the water to try and got some sort of 
promotion, whether financial or otherwise, 
I don't know, but I believe they are using 
the Manx people as stepping stones to the 
honour. I hope His Excellency will put 
it straight to the Treasury when he writes 
next time about this Harbour Board, that 
the Manx nation is more than half Irish. 
(Laughter). 

The motion was carried. 

CIVIL REGISTRATION ACTS. 
Tho Deemster Callow moved. 
That the Treasurer of the Isle of Man be 

authorized to apply from the current revenue 
of Ili fs.and, a sum not exceeding £m for 
the purpose of defraying, during the year 
ending 31st March, 1922, the expenses under 
the Civil Registration Acts; such sum to be 
in addition to the sum of £548 voted by the 
Court, on the 3rd June, 1921. 

The Deemster LaMahe: I beg to second 
that.—Agreed. 

MURRAY HOUSE. 
Mr Cunningham moved: 
That the Treasurer of the Isle of Man be 

authorized to apply from the current revenue 
of this Island, a sum not exceeding £50. for 
the purpose of defraying, during the year 
ending the 31st March, 1922, Murray House 
expenses, such sum to be in addition to the 
sum of :£240 voted by the Court on the 4tb 
June, 1921, 

He continued: This is not an extra ex-
pense at all. It is simply a matter of 
book-keeping. We have been in the habit 
of paying on the rates and taxes out of 
one fund, but now each particular portion 
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of the Trustees' property is separately 
assessed, and the amount chargel for that 
particular building. This is £30 for rates 
and taxes on Murray House, instead of 
being charged to the General Fund. 

Agreed. 

DANGEROUS GOODS ACTS. 

The Deemster Callow moved: 
That the Treasurer of the Isle of Man be 

authorized to apply from the enrrent revenue 
of this Island, a sum of £5, for the purpose 
of defraying, during the year ending 31st 
March,.1922, expenses under the Dangerous 
Goods Acts, such tom to be in addition to the 
sum of £5 voted by the Court on the 4t.ii 
June, 1921. 

Mr A. Qualira-ugh: Why has it gone 
down to 25? It used to be £40, and this 
is the only thing I have seen lower zinc* 
the war. 

The motion was carried. 

ST. MARY'S CHAPEL, CASTLETOWN. 
'Eno Dockuste.,r 	nnoTeLl: 
That the Treasurer of the Isle of Man be 

authorized to apply from the current revenue 
of this Island, a, sum not exceeding £12, for 
the purpose of making the final payment In 

oonnection with the expenses of St. Mary's 
Chapel, Castletown, such sum to be in addi-
tion to the sum of £40 voted by the Court on 
the 4th June,'1921. 

It was agreed to. 

GOVERNMENT P.ROPMRTY 
TRUSTEES. 

Mr Cunningham moved 
That the Treasurer of the Isle of Man be 

authorized to apply from the current revenue 
of this Island, a sum not exceeding £150. for 
the purpose of defraying the expenses of the 
Government Property Trustees for the year 
ending 31st March, 1922, such sum to be in 
addition to the sum of £2,065 voted by the 
Court on the 3rd June, 1921, 

He said: This is the same as the amount 
mentioned before. It is a matter in con-
nection with rates and taxes, and I beg 
to move it. 

Mr J. D. Clucas: That is the amount 
in lieu of rates and taxes, I suppose'!" 

Mr Cunningham: Yes.—Agreed. 

GOVERNIVIEF'ZTT PROPERTY 
TRUSTEES. WAR MEMORIAL. 

Mr Cunningham moved:— 
That this Court approve of the purchase by 

the Government Property Trustees, of a  

parcel of land, containing one acre thirty-
five perches, part of the estate of Ballahowin, 
in the parish of German, adjoining the path-
way from St. John's Church to Tynwald Hill, 
for the sum of £300, the Trustees agreeing to 
provide and maintain all boundary walls, 
and the purchase money to be paid by the 
Government Treasurer from the war 
memorial vote. 

Mr Cunningham (continuing) said: 
This is for the purchase of a strip of 
land at St. John's. It was thought 
that there was always a risk of some-
body going on to the land and building 
something objectionable near to the 
mound,. and the possession of it would 
give us a far better place for the mem- 
orial. 	It is a very valufa-ole asset, 
greatly to be desired. 	The cost will 
come out of the amount voted for the 
Was' Memorial. 

Mr Conin: I beg to second it. 

Mr Bridson: What is the rateable 
value of this piece of land, for approxi-
mately £150 an acre is a latge price for 
purely agricultural land. In addition„ 
think the Government Property Trustees 
have undertaken. to put up a fence. it 
appears to me as if they were paying a 
great deal more for the land than it is 
worth, and that somebody was putting 
up the price because they saw a chance 
of getting an extravagant value for it. 

Mr Cunningham: You cannot expect 
to get a fpie.ce of land out of a man's 
estate, and gets it at an agricultural 
price, and £150 in that position does not 
seem to me to be very dear. I don't 
think it is very unseasonable. 

Mr Re/mode: It is a long length of 
agricultural land adjoining the Tynwald 
ground. It is a fringe, and not like a 
square in the corner of a field. (Hear, 
hear). 

The resolution was passed. 

• 
LOCAL GOVIatzoi:ENT BOARD.—CA It 

FOR THE INSPECTORS. 

Mr J. D. Clucas moved:— 
That the Treasurer of the Isle of Man be 

authorized to apply from the current revenue 
of this Island, a sum not exceeding £215, for 
the purpose of providing a motor car for the 
use of the Local Government Board Inspec-
tors, such sum to be in addition to the sum 
of £1.716 voted by this Court on the 4th June, 
1921, for the expenses of the Local Govern. 
ment Board. 

He said: The Local Government Board 
have decided that it would be advanta- 
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geotts to purchase a Ford car for the 
in-vectors. 	Ati present, if they have 
to . go to Bride or Jurhy, they have to 
upend half a day or more on one case. 

Mr Ambrose Qualtrough: I he 	to 
second it. I am' sure this Ford car is 
a thing that the Local Government 
Board mvector requires. If any person 
is unfortunate enough to go before the 
Local Government Board to point out 
any irregularities with respect to any 
of the bye-laws, or anything of that 
dort... it will be very handy for the Local 
Government Board to send their in-
specter to See these people the person 
had coinplained about, and tell all that 
hsas. been said in the Local Government 
Board" room, and especially by the Chair.. 
man of the Local Government Beard, the 
comments he has male . after a person 
has left the room. It will also he very 
handy for the Local Government Board 
inspector to go round and try to per= 
suade•ibe people.of this Island that the 
disease a certain man had, who was in 
the Hospital alt Ramsey., was really an-
thrax, and that the beast that died had 
really the anthrax, and was not choked, 

-Mr•Callister: Is this motor car being 
purchased in view of the extra worts 
the Board of Agriculture inspector will 
listire nowin regard to the Cattle .Breed-
ing Bill, seeing that they have to Ili-
Fipeet all the animals? Do they really 
think the taxes will meet the expenses? 

Mr 3. D. Clueas: This is the • Local 
Government Board. 

bit Corrin: I should like to ask it the 
present duties of the inspector warrant 
the purchasing of a car, or whether the 
Board have in prospect the passing of 
the Local Government Board nmenu-
meat Bill? 

Mr R. C. Cain : I don't know what re-
lation the car has to the Chairman of 
the Board. as referred to by the .hon. 
member, Mr Ambrose Qualtrough. 	I 
think it will be a saving in the end to 
purchase, this car. 

The motion was carried. 
• • •• 

LOCAL AUTHORITIES.—BORROW- 
INGS AND COMPULSORY 

PURCHASES. 
The Attorney-General moved:- 

, Whereas, under the provisions of the Local 
Government Acts, local • authorities may 
borrow money on such terms and for such 
purposes as Tynwald may by resolution 
approve. 

And whereas, numerous applications are • made to Tynwald for approval of borrowing. 
but it has been found difficult for Tynwald 
to sufficiently investigate such applications 
or to determine how far the schemes proposed 
were necessary or desirable, having regard to 
the financial position of the local authorities. 

And whereas, application for borrowing 
largo sums of money will be made to Tyn-
wald in the near future, and it is desirable 
that Tynwald should be fully informed as to 
the present financial position of the local 
authorities, and advised as to tho extent to 
which borrowings may safely be made, and 
also, that machinery may be set up to enable 
a. Board or Committee of Tynwald to examine 
all applications for borrowing in advance, 
and that a report . of such committee, or 
hoard, should be before Tynwald when such 
applications are considered. 

And whereas, local authorities are often 
deterred from acquiring compulsorily pro-
perty required by them for the purpose of 
their district, owing to the expense and delay 
involved in the present system for compul-
sory purchase, and dt is desirable that more 
expeditious and less expensive machinery 
should be provided for such purpose. 

Resolved—That a. Committee of Tynwald be 
appointed 

(I) To consider the existing method of 
enabling local authorities to borrow 
money, and to report, what alterations 
should be made to enable Tynwald to 
deal more expeditiously with such appli-
cations and to determine how far the 
financial position of the local author-
ities justifies them in undertaking the . 
schemes for which Such borrowing 
porters are sought and the terms on 
which such powers should be granted. 

(2) To examine and report to Tynwald the 
present financial position of the local 
authorities, and to what extent such 
local authorities can, with reasonable 
financial safety, exercise their borrowing 
powers. 

(.3) To consider the existing method of 
enabling the local authorities to 
exercise their powers of compulsory pur-
chase, and to report to Tynwald any 
alterations that are necessary to enable 
such powers to be exercised more expe-
ditiously and with less expense than the 
present system involves, such committee 
to have power to take evidence. 	. 

Continuing, the Attorney-General said: 
The motion deals with two matters. 
There is the question of borrowing 
by local authorities, and tho other 
is the compulsory purchase by, local 
authorities. I will deal very shortly 
with it. The present machinery to 
enable authorities to acquire property 
compulsorily is very old. It was drawn 
with unusually elaborate precautions, so 
as to protect the owners of private 
property. It is an elihorate, delaying, 
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and unquestionably very expensive mteh-
inery. It requires the consent of Tyn-
wald before any purchase can be made 
at all; then. the matter goes through the 
procedure under the Land Clauses Act; 
there is to be notice to treat, and .offers 
of valuations and arbitration. The 
whole cost .invariably falls on the local 
authority. After the arbitration, there 
are the releases from mortgages, and 
what not. The whole thing is to in- 
•volved that the local authorities. in 
many cases, rather than exercise their 
.powers, consider it cheaper to pay an 
excessive price rather than run the risk. 
It is not uncommon for costs and in-
cidentals to exceed the total amount of 
the purchase. The cost of the Maughold 
Lighthouse is a glaring illustration. 
The cost of purchasing a barren rock was 
,twice as much as the purchase money. 
In England, in 1918 and 1919, the pro-
cedure for acquisition of properties in 
this way was reviewed by the Legislae 
.ture, and the time has come lei the Isle 
of Man when it should also be reviewed, 
so that, once a public authority has 
satisfied this Court that certain property 
is absolutely required, the most simple 
awl _inexpensive machinery can come 
into opention. The power of the local 
author-ties to borrow money, which is 
one of their most important functions, 
comes in one of two forms, either by 
special Act authorising some f..pecal 
undertaking, or onderi a resolution of 
.Tyirwald on an application from the 
local authority. 	The point I W9,111: 	to 
emphaeise is that Tynwald is the ulti-
mate authority for all borrowings by 
local authorities. 	(Hear, hear). That 
view is the view taken by llis Mkieery's 
Government. His Majesty's Government 
will not look at any question of the 
local authorities' -responsibility for bor- 
rowing; they 'look to 1yowaltl. 	'1 he 
powers exercised by Tynwald are eyer-
cisecl in England, in the main, by the 
Local Government Board; med. when an 
authority in England tires to exercise 
borrowing powers, the procedure is 
Careful, scientific, and detailed. 	When 
an application comes in.. a :ore] .c sent 
out With a very lengthy question ;ist. A 
careful analysis of llie local authority's 
financial position has to be given, a pub-
lic inquiry is held. and en eepert officiel 
sent down. He inves7geees it. locks 
into the perpOse for which it is role feed, 
reporte to the. Board, and, on his re- 

port, the Board decide whether ov not 
the powers shall lye granted. In con-

. trast with that careful and s.ystematie 
operation, we cannot help being struck 
with the casual and very superficial super-
vision we exercise in Tynwald. A local 
authority desires to borrow money. They 
present a petition, counsel appears, and 
some official of the district, is called. 
It is taken at the end of the Court, 
everybody is anxious to get away, no 
kind of investigation 1§ possible. or ever 
takes place, as to What is the true finan-
cial position of the district. Can they 
stand the work ? Is it a necessity or is 
it a luxury? Is it a thing the disielet 
is justified in embarking upon? Arc they 
giving too much? All these kinds of 
important questions simply cannot be 
dealt with in a tribunal such as we 

. have, and with the machinery such as 
we can set up 	When the MaeDounell 
Committee visited the Isle of Man sev-
eral years ago, in one passage in their 
report., they raised very serious ques-
tions as to wheihe'T or not the financial 
condition of certain Local auirorities rn 
the Isle of Man did not call for a care nil 
investigation. 	They raised the question, 
and when the next application came from 
that district, a Committee was ap-
pointed to consider it, and they, to a 

.cartain extent, went into the matter. 
They pointed out what ought to be 
pointed out. Against the debt of the 
district there were tangible assets, but 
for 10 or 12 years no efiort had been 
made to take into account the financial 

.position of the district. 	Most of. us 
are new members of Tynwald—having 
become members during the last 12 
years—and the position of the local au-
thorities is such thai wi3-  should quietly 
and carefully- inform ourselves of the 
exact firea.ndial position of the districts rn 
respect to which we have the control of • 
the borrowing powers. 	'II have only to 
mention the biggest district in the 
island—the Borough of Douglas. 	At 
present the debt of the 135fough exceeds 
L'650,000, 	There are schemes that will 
came before ,us in Me next. few months 
which will add to that REE a sum of 
another .£100,000. 	There is the electric 
lighting, housing, and other matters that 
the Court is well aware of, that will 
raise that sum to three-quarters of a 
million. That is a large sum, but 1 am 
not suggesting that it is too huge. I 
want to take the opportunity of saying 

Local Authorities.—Borrowitees and Compulsory Purchases. 



518 	 TYNWALD OOURT, MARCH 7, 192. 

that I know that, against that large sum, 
they have marketable assets to a very 
large eettent indeed. 	(Hear, hear). 
But it is desirous that there must be. 
in every district, a limit to-  which money 

. should be borrowed. , It is a question 
of safety, and of wise government, and 
sanity, and statesmanship. 	A public 
authority is much the same as an i'rrill-
vidual. Every wise man says to film-

. self: "I have certain needs, and I have 
certain resources; there are certain things 

•i must do, provide clothing, fiiod, etc.. 
and there are many things that• 1 de. 
tight in; but which of these 1 can do 
depends entirely upon my resources." 
He cuts his oust according to his clear 
".1 t would be very nice iii;ieed if every 
man owned a Daimler or a Roils-Royce, 
out he may not be able io afford it, end 
.nay not be satisfied with Jery modest 
car. 

A Voice: A Ford? 
Tim ,Attorney-General: Yes, a Ford. 

He has to decide how he is placed, and 
act accordingly 	A local authority 	is 
exactly the same. There are certain 
things they must do. They must pro-
vide water, sanitary arrangements—the 
elements of health—and, beyond that, 
are things that are more or less in the 
class of the desirable—often extremely 
'desirable—but whether they are wise and 
statesmanlike things depends upon the 
financial condition of the district. It 
would be charming to eve every Ms-
trict lit with electric light, but "if the 
district cannot afford it faey would prob-
ably be satisfied with gas, and. if they 
could not stand gas, they would do as 
they do at Orosby—put an oil tamp on 
a pole at the four roads, and get along 
with that. There is a point at which 
a local authority can indulge itself in 
expenditure for its own improvement, 
and it is our business to say, when the.% 
point has been reached, that they are 
responsible for. 	There is, of course, a 
limit on the possibility of a district to 
stand rates. If the hon. member for 
Midhael was here, he would certainly 
say : "Yes. education rates." In Dou-
glas the boarding.house business is oar-
ried on in houses whose rateable values 
are anything, from £100 to £300 or 
£400. It is an axiom of Douglas that 
we have gob to keep our tariffs below the 
tariffs of corresponding places in Eng-
land, because people must take into &- 
count that they have a sea voyage, 

which is an expensive luxury. 	They 
have got to have some economy in the 
Isle of Man that will compensate them 
for that extra expenditure, and we have 
always been the cheapest place where one 
could spend a holiday. The economy 
that has always been possible is this—
that we are blessed with such a lovely 
Island outside our towns, so overflowing 
with charming attractions that we have 
never been under the compulsion of 
spending our money in going to other 
watering places. So it is an aelmcnv-
hedged thing that our raitss should be so 
low that it enables the boarding-house 
keepers to adjust their tariffs to the con-
ditions under which they carry on their 
work. Some will say: "Yes, but that 
is a matter for the contclenation of the 
local authorities." I agree that they 
have this responsibility, but that does 
not deprive Tynwald of the seaiou; re-
spansibliity, and eventually the Bills we 
pas% and the rates we make, have all 
got to go up to London for approval, so 
it is essential that Tynwald should make 
it known to the English Government that 
we are oxercisng a careful, and free, 
and judicial control over the financial 
powers of the Island. Some people will 
point to our local rates, which are very 
low. and would say that our local au-
thorities can get money on terms that 
are unknown in England. 1 am glad to 
say that, so far as I can see, the confi-
dence which the public is showing in our 
local authorities is well founded, but it 
is just at that point that we are wise in 
making our inquiries. 	It is no good 
shutting the stable door when the horse 
has gone, and theme are districts in Eng-
land where the rates are now more than 
20s in the 	and I am sure many of 
those districts are wisling they had over-
hauled their finances before they got 
into such a condition. My resolution is 
not prompted by any feeling of hos-
tility to the local authorities; no feeling 
of suspicion or distrust. 	On the con. 
trary, if there is any idea at all behind 
it, it is the idea to assist them, to give 
them the best possible advice that Tyn-
wald can give them, and to assist them 
in exercising their proper functions. If 
greater care end caution are required, 
they will be so advised, but, on the 
other hand, if everything is entirely 
satisfactory. then these authorities will 
face the schemes with a much cleaner 
and easier conscience. 	The resolution 
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divides itself under two heads, the second 
being to consider whether or not -the 
time has come to sot up some kind of 
machinery similar to what they have in 
England, a system. whereby every appli-
cation is referred first to the Local Gov-
ernment Board; trhen we come to this 
Court accorrkpanied by their report; but, 
if not the Local Government Board, 
some special tribunal can be sea up. It 
would lead to consistency of practice, 
am sure. It is so easy for a Board like 
the Local Government Board to say in 
privats to a local authority that they 
think they are giving too much for the 
'property, whereas if we said it here, the 
thing is so public that it would produce 
ill-feeling„ and probably do more harm 
in the end than good. I -Propose the 
motion. 

Mr J. 1). Cluc.as: I rise to second 
this proposal, because T must say I agree 
very largely with many of the statements 
of the learned Attorney-General, that we 
consider applications from local authorities 
in far too perfunctory a manner. There 
is a- great tendency to leave them to the 
end of the agenda, and take them in the 
last half-hour. Members are anxious to 
catch their train, with the result that we 
do not give them any real business con-
sideration, and when we have certainly no 
time to go into the financial position as to 
whether they can stand the expenditure 
or not. The Attorney-General referred to 
the Departmental Committee's report and 
their comment, that the borrowing powers 
of the Corporation of Douglas were very 
much in excess of similar towns in Eng- 
land. 	After that report was issued, on 
the next application of the Corporation 
of Douglas, a Committee was appointed, 
who went fully into the financial aspect, 
as ivo felt, in view of the Macnonnell Com-
mittee's report, it necessary to make in-
quiries, I was a member of that Com-
mittee. I am the only member left. The 
chairman was the learned Attorney-
General's predecessor in office, and ho can-
not be described as being partial to Dou-
glas, because on almost every application 
that came up he was one of their most 
severe critics. The other members were 
Mr W. T. Crennell, Mr W. M. Kerruish, 
Mr J. T. Cowell, and myself; so that the 
Committee canat bo described as a week 
committee. That Committee went fully 
into the finances of Douglas, and I would 

just like to refer to one or two statements 
in their report dealing with the indebted-
IleS9 of Douglas. The report states :— 

"The total indebtedness of Douglas 
amounts to about £666,896, inclusive of the 
amount to be paid for Villa Marina, but of 
this, only the sum of £206,892 has been 
borrowed under the Local Government Aot, 
which corresponds to the English Public 
Health Acts, and, as the rateable value of the 
town is Z164,427, the debt incurred for the 
purpose of such Acts, instead of being three 
times, is only equivalent to rather more than 
one and a quarter times the rateable value. 
Thus, if the law of this Island prescribed, 
which It does not, a statutory limit as in 
England, Douglas would be well within that 
limit. The remainder of the debt has bees 
incurred in expenditure under the authority 
of special Acts, such as the Water and Loans 
Act, 1890, the West. Baldwin Water Act, 1899, 
the Town improvement Acts, 1889 to 1891, the 
Crescent Improvement Act, 1887, etc. Borrow-
ings for such purposes are in England also, 
as a rule, made under special Acts, and the 
limit imposed by the Public Health Acts has 
no application to them. 

It is obviously difficult to draw a general 
comparison between Douglas and municipal-
ities in England with respect to debt. The 
Town Clerk of Douglas has obtained and laid 
before the Committee information on the 
subject with respect to several towns in 
England, which, in his opinion, may fairly be 
compared with Douglas. This information is 
set forth in the report, and assuming its 
accuracy, which they see no reason to doubt, 
the Committee can discover no ground for 
supposing that, in the matter of borrowing 
for purposes not coming within the scope or 
the Local Government Acts, Douglas does not 
compare favourably with other towns of a 
1,:milax class in England."-  

"While the Committee are strongly of 
opinion that it is the duty of Tynwald to 
watch with extreme care all applications for 
municipal borrowings, and to recognise to the 
full the grave responsibility which rests upon 
Tynwald in exercising this jurisdiction, they 
feel bound to say that, so far as the facts 
brought before them, and so far as they 
know, before the Departmental Committee 
also, disclose no adequate ground for alarm." 

The Committee (Mr Clucas continued) 
were imanimous.on that point, but as to 
the advisability of the proposed work, they 
were at variance. I understand that since 
that time there have been inquiries from 
the authorities on the other side of the 
water, and I are, therefore, very glad, to 
quote the words of the Attorney-General, 
that the authorities on the other side 
recognise the fact that Tynwald is the 
right authority to question the indebted-
ness of the local authorities. That being 
so, I agree with him that it would be a 
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wise thing to set up a system to examine 
the financial position of these authorities 
from time to time. I do not quite under-
stand, liowev.,..r, proposal No. 2. unless 1t 
is proposed to inquire as to the present 
financial safety of authorities. I rather 
question the necessity for that. I do not, 
however, propose to oppose it, as I have 
seconded the proposal, I think that all 
applications should be referred to a com-
mittee of this Court to examine the finan-
cial position of the local authorities; that 
should be a part of every application that 
comes from them,. 	As regards No. 3, 
there is no question that some change is 
necessary in connection with the methods 
for the compulsory purchase of land. The 
Attorney-General has painted out that the 
costs very often exceed those paid by the 
purchaser or received by the vendor, and 
it is a great burden on all purchases. I 
was forcibly reminded_ ofthat in the pur-
chase of the land for Maughold Head light-
house. I was one of the arbitrators, and 
I tried to restrict the evidence, because in 
that case the arbitrators were appointed 
because of their knowledge of the land 
necessary, and, in my opinion, 9t was, 
therefore, not necessary to call so many 
witnesses as to the value of the land. I 
did not succeed because of the notion 
among Manxmen, that all witnesses avail-
able must be hoard, and this added greatly 
to the expense. If the Committee who are 
to make the inqiiiries can devise some 
moans whereby arbitration and the com-
pulsory purchase of land can be cheapened, 
they will he doing work of real value, be-
cause the present method is a great de-
terrent on works of public importance. 

The Receiver-General: There are one 
or two points mentioned that I wish to 
refer to, not that I have very much to say. 
One of the first things that we usually do 
is to refer applications to the Local Gov-
ernment 'Board, but if that is to be the 
nolicy one of our first considerations will 
have to be to increase the members on that 
_Board. Three or four men are not a large 
enough Board to consider matters of this 
sort, and :1: eonsi-dm that a larger Board 
is much more serviceable, because you have 
more opinions and views and ventilation 
given to the subject matter. If it is the 
intention to use the Local Government 
Board for this purpose, at least the Local 
Government Board will have to be in-
creased over the present number. If, in  

the first instance, application is made to 
the Local Government Board, the next 
course is the application in Tynwald, who 
should appoint a special committee to in-
vestigate,. and Pot rush matters through in 
every ease to appoint a Committee to in-
vestigate and not rush matters through in 
the hasty manner we do. I consider, what 
ever course is adopted or recommendation 
made by the Committee Here set up, that 
they will not make the net too big, but 
that they will make it careful and close. 
When we are altering the machinery, lot 
us he on the safe side, so that we can 
ascertain the real truth and the real facts. 

hope that the Court will always have 
a special committee for all proposals that 
come before the Court. - 

Mr Richard Cain: With regard to Part 
R., to inquire to see how far borrowing 
powers can safely be exercised. How can a 
committee possibly tell that as the ques-
tion of safety depends what the money is 
borrowed for? 	For instance, if it was 
for gas works, which would pay interest 
and sinking fund, and contribute towards 
the rates, it would be quite a different 
thing from building a new promenade. I 
don't see how a committee can tie the local 
authorities down to anything, as it de-
pends entirely on what they are going to 
spend the money. I would have thought 
that this would have been recognised. 
Douglas borrowing for the electric light 
undertaking is quite different from Ram-
sey borrowing for the Mooragh, which 
means a large rate on the town. 	The 
safety point depends on the object, so that 

think that the terms of reference in No. 
2 should be altered. 

Mr Preston : I wish to support this 
motion, chiefly in the hope that the Com-
mittee will ascertain a better method than 
that in existence for local authorities to 
exercise powers of compulsory purchase. 
I have a very vivid recollection of a local 
authority having to purchase land worth 
£100, but after they had put the Land 
Clauses Act into operation the cost was 
Z.1,000. 	It is quite time that some less 
expensive method was devised. 

Deemster Callow: This question has 
been before the Tynwald Court Standing 
Orders Committee, and they recommend 
that all matters brought forward by local 
authorities Should, in the first instance, be 
referred to the Local Government Board to 
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report to Tynwald. I merely mention this 
to show that the Standing Orders Commit-
tzae were of the same opinion as the learned 
Attorney-General. 

Mr Canister : Do I understand that the 
local authorities are to have increased 
powers of compulsory purchase? lf, for 
instance, a man required to carry out some 
drainage, he might get the local authority 
to carry it out, as it would he less expensive 
than if he did it himself 

The Attorney-General : It will not affect 
the private powers of compulsory purchase. 

Mr Canister It might bo possible For 
him to ask the local authorities to do it 
for him. 

Mr Norris: Speaking as a member for 
Douglas, the local authority fully recog-
nise the right of Tynwald to the very 
fullest information and inquiry, and I fully 
support it.. 

Mr Keemode: When local authorities 
make application to borrow, I am quite 
satisfied that Tynwald should have the 
fullest information, but I can see no rea- 
son for the second proposal. 	A. better  

method is to make the fullest inquiries 
when the application comes before us, and 
I move as an amendment that clause 2 
be struck out.. 

Mr Ambrose Qualtro-ugh: I second the 
amendment. I have been a member of 
this Court quite a while, and I remember 
on one occasion Douglas had an application 
to purchase Villa 'Marina. It was called 
the Kura:Lai at that time, and has liven a. 
curse to Douglas ever since. They got to 
know that there certain ratepayers op-
posed to the application, and they deceived 
the Court. 	 • 

The Attorney-General : I hope that the 
Court will leave No. 2. 

Mr Kermode My point is that the 'in-
quiry will involve a lot of time, and that 
the inquiry is unnecessary. 

Th3 Attorney-General : I assure the hon. 
member it is necessary. 

Mr Kermode -xithdrew the amendment, 
and the motion was agreed to. 

The Court adjourned till the following 
day, Wednesday, Marsh 8, at 11 o'clock. 
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